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THL MACE 0OP MAHMOUD.

BT G. T. LANIGAN.

(Mahmoud, the Idol-brealier, third Sultan of the
Ghuzuevid dynasqty, who fiourisbod about 1020 ,made
the first permanent Mussulman cooquesta iniLndi!àp
iplaudering its temples sud destroysug their idole in
twelve victorious campaigus.)

Into tbe ludiau city
Rode, witb bis chivaI ry,

M ahrmoud, the Idol-breakcer,
The Sultan of Gbuznee.

The battie's roar was sulent
And howed iu blood sud slame,

India bebeld the Cresceut
And board the Prophet's narne.

IDn to the mighty temple,
In the ci ty's central spaco,

Rode the Sultan, swiftiy, steruly,
Swiuging bis irou mace.

Under its roofs of sandal,
Its4 golden porticoes,

Idolsh nge sud misshspon
Were rauged lu oudloss rows.

Aud over the groat altar,
A niwhtmrer carved in wood,

Hlt crocodile, half tiger,
The chiefoat image stood.

The Sultan spurred bis charger
Iii througls the silver door;

ItS boofs best sparks of jcwels
Ui) frorn the ivory floor.

And the priests brought forth a tressure
Sucs as in did ne'er behold-

Cas.keýts utf flashing jeweis,
And heaps of buruiug gold.

Taiko it, 0, mighty Sultan-
The treasure ail is thie,

Butmpre to us yon image,
The glory of our sbrine."

And the councillors sud warriors
In Mabinoud's train tiat were,

Ail inurmurod to the Sultan:
l'ake, sud the idol spare 1"

But the Sultan auswored sternly:
There i3 no (bd but one;

31slsînoud i8 bis Pro bt;
Ilis mission shallbte doue!"

Ansd in bis stirrups rising,
Hie swung bis migbty mace,

And arnote the gisut image
Dowu from the sitar place.

It feul wiîh a crshl like tbuuder
Upou the ivory floor.

And, fslling, burst asunder,
And so disclosed a store-

A wealtb of gold sud jeweis
To wbicb the ransoni brouglit

By 1tise priesis to buy i ts safety
Apîseared in value uaught.

Sitnce Mýahmond died bave gone by
Neari y nine hundred years,

But 'tiil the conqueror's story
Lives in the people's ears.

And still wben one is tempted
Tswervo from beiugjust,

And flnds treugh bis temptation
To spuru m tl e dusl.

And wins as richer guerdon
Because it was witlstood,

Tbey saiy that " le bas struck with
The mace of King Mabmoud."

NINA.

(Concluded.)

Euglaud once more 1 Tîse fat Professor, bis
lessouis sud bis roonîs lied been left behiud, sud
Kitty found berseif eqtablislied murh more to
bier Qatipfaction tban had been ber lot in Ger-
Tmsuy. Their frieud lad taken lodgings for tbe
two gs-l- in s respectable locality of London;
'aud thitber tbey weut, one, at least, fully Sp.
preciaîing the respect paid ly their lsudlady to
the tall, weldressed Young ladies wbo, being
Enghish, Yet cOuversed froely wiîli escb other iu
a foreigu tougue. Kitty feit tliey bad climbed
anothier round of the ladder, sud sbe viewod
complscently the extonded prospect. It was
notlsiug to what she lioped te attain ; but it waa
substautial in the meautime. Wheu, the very
firat eveuiug, tbeir frieud appuerd, bringiug
witb bim a youuger sud banu omer min, sud,
in spite of weariueas, Nina sang sud dliarmed
tbem bot h-wlien supper followed, the old land-
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Thon George Marris' praiso of bier cessed. 1I was s professor of music at thirty. That ai
Wheu lis companion contiissnod to rave about is four years ugo ; 1 arn thirty-fonr now. I dare d
bier hair, bier voice, the Sensation she would say, thougl, that soundsrather old to eighteen."1
make, hoe was absolutoly quiet, sud only made "Not so old as tbirty-one was to fifteen 1" ah.
one montai note : he would take tliis youug man answered, laughiug. IlI shaîl corne ly-and-by ii
no more to visit the sisters. Who couhd kuow to thiuk you quite youthful."U
the ending 1 They might fall in love witli oacI The door opeued, sud Nina entered. Botb
other sud marry, aud al bis prejeots would faîl turned to rneot lier.d
to the grouud. aNow, Nina, are you well ýwrapped up t Maveg

Iu the meantime tho girls stood at their win. yon pleuty round your throatif For my sake, I
dow, looking down on tho quiet, lamplit streets. don't tako cold on the way down, snd lie hoarse c

IlWell, Nina, it is wortli sometbiug now. at the finish 1" si
Isn't your toil almoat repid ? Wby, you are a IlI couldn't well got more on, unlese you j ust w
lady already ! They treat you liko a quoou." packed mue into a box witli a few breathing-lioles. s(

Il I don't feel very differeut thon, Kitty. 1 1 don't see bow you can make me more secure si
must have boen a lady ail along, altbongli 1 -speakiug in a liurried toue unlike bier usual '
don't kuow it, for 1 arn sure 1 arn not changed. one, sud wisli an unnatural sttompt at s amile.n
Il is juat I whon ail is over." George Marris wont b bler aide and laid bis ý

Il0f course it's j uat wo ; but wo h ive got the baud upon lier sboulder. t]
flue thinga now, sud it's we that ait at the wiu- "Are you sure you are wsrm enougli 1"
dow snd look eut snd listen te tbemn singiug in "Mis gentle, aimoat reverent toucb, tbrillod li
the streets, instead of being out in the cohd." lier. She colorod sud paled under it. Surelyw

"1We shaîl alwsys bring theni lu, Kitty; lber nerves were et an unuatursi tension, wbeu o
shan' t we V' even this could move hier 1t

4"1Like the little thiug you rau ont te in Leip- "Thank you; 1 arn very warm." i
sic wbo stole tbe professor's boots !" Kitty " Mre is tIse cal t" cslled Kitty.
laughed long sud loud at the recollection. "Stay s moment, Nis. If you are not go- g
Il Weil, corne, lot us go to led sud dreamn about ing forward 10 Ibis with ail your heart, wo abal
it ail." stay at borne. Nothing ia easier thasi te give itl J

Wîîeîî they did retire, tlieir dreas were dif- up. Wbal about the last three yoarai 1 arn
feont. Kitty's inmd was fuîtletf stages sud repaid ahready in liaving giveu you pleasure.p
brilliantly-lit thestres, sud lier sister dresaed in Do't shlow yourseif to thiuk that you have to.
velvet sud jewela ; lut Nina was dreaming of s do auything but plesse yonraelf. Give it up, ife
possible scene in the little parlor tboy had juzit it is s trial-for tlie prosont at least."
le ft, when, the glitter sud excitememît over, she Kitty heard bis speech witb borror-filling eyos.g
would stand bumbîy prend before lier kind frieud Wbat if Niua listeued ? But she sîeed not baveh
aBd isten 10 bis congratulations. Not in gold feared. The light was buruiug fiercelyin luier i
weuld lie lier reward. Mer kinglom hlay in a sister's eyea.1
purer, Isolier regien as yot unkuowu te the "lNo, ne, 1 shail not turu lack. 1 ahaîl tryv
sleeper at lier aide. to succeed." f

Day folhowed day, sud Nina waa harder at But the suggestion isad Irought up vividly te l
work tissu evor. From moruiug till îight 'ail tîree the trial in store for them, sud awedL
George Marris was in the littie parler, askiug even Kitty ie bler former silence.a
bier to study thia, te try that, sud bis pupit Not a word was spoken as they drove tlirought
fonnd al ber ploasure lu obeying bim. Hie the snow-covered streets. Ail kept their gaze
corrected, hoe praised, ho suggested, sud occa- fixed ou the busy thoroughfare. Once Nina,V
siouslly lie lrought frienda te hear lier powors. rasiiuglber oyes, turued thora otehbe professor,t

"lBut when arn 1 te make my début 1" alie sud, discovoriug has, wilh a yoarning pain in f
asked one day, smiling. "'Arn 1 net ready them, fixed ou bier, aIe trembled. A wihb sur-
yet ?" umise arose withiu bier as te the possible meaninga

"Vo r soon, if yen like," ho suswered ; sud of tbst yesrniug, thon aIe recoiled suddeuly ats
lier quick ear cauglit s toue et norvouness lu lier owu daring.
bis voice. IlMe la as nervous as I arn. If I fait, wbats
."lWbeu ?" oIe asked, witb a snddeu bound wihh le - Wbat thon 1"c

of ber hearb. Iu snswer cane a lino et eue et Buiwer9
"On île eighteenth tbero is to le s concert Lyttou's pîsys, whicb ahe had heard s few weeks

given at an aristocratie little towu somoe distance before, sud wtsicb ever since had not ceased tofromn London. I bave got it arrsngod that yen ring ilulber ear-" Faut 1Tbero's no sncb wordt
may sing there-that la, only if yen wisb, of as 1'fail i' " And tIse liglit burued more steadily
course." lu lier eyes.f

Il ThonIi 1ahaîl try." But, even as aIe an- Soon Kitty fouud lierseif, for the firat time lu
swerod, she was conscious of an unaccountable lier life, in a first-class railway carniage ; lut fert
nervousuesa for tlie firat time sweoping over bier once she did nul notice bier advauce lu the socialt
heart sud terrifyiug lier. acale.1

"If you have any donîts of your ability-" Suow-covered fields, suow-lsdeu hodges, snow-
"But I must begin Rome time." burdened trees, ail passed iu awift succession,t
"You accepitte proposas, thon 1" tihi tbey stepped st their station, sud took their
"Yes, witbh pleasre "-trying te master bier wsy te a liotel.1

weskuess. " What arn 1 teaiug V', It was te le a grand concert. No seats were1
It was impossible net te notice that, uow that reserved, because al bad boen talion at tlie1

the moment was corne, G-erg i Marris was grow .bigleal prie,,sud it was expected that the roým
isîg excited. Me was visilly restiess. Me chose wonbt se a gay sight. Nor were tho manag~ers
mee thiîîg, gel lier te ing il, tleclared it ex- disappointed. Toward eight o'clock cariis'et

quste, thon wondered if asiothor did net boîter ater carniage d"eposited ils contribution of lsce dc
slo0ýw the qualities of lber voice. When hoe eft, sud fcathered damies Pt the door of the concert-
they wero as far as ever frein a decision. room, tilt, as tise advertiseil heur approaehed,

Wheu Kitty j oiued ber siator, aIe found bier the seats wero fathy occnp)ied by mou sud wo-
with s strenge liglst ilulber eycs. mou in ovening dreas.

la s nythitig-bhas enything heppeuod V" Nina stood lu the ittle reom set spart for theE
41No, nothing-ouhy I arn te siug on the singeni, sud gazed witb onVY in lier heart aIs J

eiglitpentl ." stout-joliy loeking wornau bordering ou fifty1
Kitty took iniu er meauiug, sud even bier dlieek wlio was augbing sud cbattiug easity witb thef

paled. manager. Wiîli s delightfnh case et manner aIei
IlTbis is the tenîl," was al h ali sswored. was rolling sud uurolliug a pioce of munsic inu
Few words psssed betwoon the siabers duiîing lier bauds. Why net i Mad she net Sung te

the tollowingeight dsys. Every night it seerned au spplsuding publie for tbirty yoas ansd wbst,1
te Kitty lIaI tbe liRlit had. growu stronger in lu eue wbo lad talion the moat difficuit passages1
ber sister's oye. It looked like the concentre- lu opera music te, the satisfaction of a crewded
tion et s purpose tiil l i d growu a passion of theatre, was thiBs sîaîl audience, aristocratic sud1
determaination. citical as lb miglit thlnk itsehti1 Mer position(

To both il ws.s a tryiug lime. To Kitty il was wss secure ; she could even afford te lbe careleas.
tle turning-point et whot ber bbe fsiry-laud sbe More, she could afford tb le kind te the girlishE
believed iu sud houged after wasa l e e eirs or creaturo with the greal eyes who looked at bier1
nt ; sudBhe hld bier breath, as lb were, in witli sncb ouvy.1
Ibese days et suspense. Te Nina it was bier ou- I"Yon are te siug bo-nighl fer the fint time,
Irauce too 10 a difforeut tairy-hand, sud some- I beliove 1' she ssid, drawing nesjr te 1er.
limes ber will cried," Il muet, it shah l e i "Yes," auswerî'd Nina, unable te say more.
mine 1 " Thon, with a sudden horror, fear swopt i "lYou must net alhow yourself te le nervous.4
dowu upon lier soni, sud seemed te quench lierj There la nothiîsg to e bniervons about. Wbere
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and tunefuiness. That very passage she had
loue to the satisfaction of hier cross old German
professor.

Amid rounds of applause the favorite stepped
.nto the littie bacli roomt, the smile stili warm
upon hier face.

«IIt is a full bouse and an appreciative au-
dience," she said, fanning herseif. ««Good
gracions, how warm 1 do get with rny exertion!
Iarn far too fat. You, now-I dare sav you will
come back as cool as a cucumber. You are to
sing ouly once. It is plenty for yon to look for-
ward to ; but, if you get on wel], you will be
sorry you have not to go back-you will feel as
if you could do ranch better the second time.
Who is on now ! That thin littie man with a
nose like a hawk's ? Then your tuxn cornes next.
Well, well, keep up your lieart. We ail had
;he saine to go througli."

Kitty liked lier for talkiug; Nina scarcely
listened. She was ea-aerly noting how far for-
wsrd with lis song the dark gentleman was, and
occasionally stealiug glances at George Harris,
who stood with lis back to tbem, talking to
thie manager.

The song was ended. Applause was being
given but scantily. Soon it died sway, aud,
without any smiles briglitening lis face, the
[ittie dark man appeared.

" Now, miss, are you ready ? This way,
please."

Nina rose, heard George Harris' voice in hier
ear, but somekow could not make out the words
he said-she fancied that they sounded like re-
gret that she had corn t ahl loudest of ail,
however, encouraging, urgiug her on, was an
iuward voice repesting unceasingly, «' Fail 1
I'here's no sncb word as 'fail le " Then it seemed,
witbout any movemen t on lier part, that she was
suddenly brought into the xnidst of bewilderiug
Ligbts, and a blaze of white aud scarlet danced
before lier eyes, a buzz of voices filled ber cars
and turued hier brain. e' liad flot power now
to remember ber role. ýI

Kitty, baving also cauglit a glimpso of rows of
white and scarlet, aud opera-glasses, it seemed
to bier, endiess in number, leveledl at tihe white-
faced Nina, clasped lier hands tightly aud low-
ered lier bead to listen. George Hai ris crossed
and recrossed the room, with rapid, lengtheued
strides.

Neyer in ail lier life liad Kitty pcassed througli
sncb an ordeal as this. Her finger.nails were
cutting into the flesh in lier efforts to keep
still.

How slowly tlie moments psssed. Surely no
former pause bhad been so, lon g as this ! Could
there be any reason for it 1

"4Some littie delay," said the stout singer,
good naturedly.

Kitty clenched hsr liands more tightly and
threw her body forward to listen. Stili no fur-
ther sound than the busy hum of whispers, an)d
now and then a cougli.

"A utistake about the rnusic probably. Ah,
there-it is set right 1"

For the firit notes had been struck witli a firma
hand on the piano, and the bush of expectancy
had settled down ou the roorn. Kitty drew a
long breath. A minute, sud the few bars were
piayed. Now 1

No souud-nothing but nbroken silence
then s f iiut clappiiig of bauds-alas, to en-
courage, not to aiîsplaud 1

lMr. Harris," Kitjy gasped, "sornething bas
gone wrong!

George Harris took the bint instantsuneously
hie bad p.issted Kitty and was ou the plattorm,
ere bier spýech was well euded.

There hie saw a pitying audience whispering
kindly, sud applaudiug encouragingly his pale-
faced sbriukiug protégée. Simply dressed in
white muslin, she looked like a bewildered cbild,
bier eyes fuît of pain, as if some dread spirit was
hauuting bier aud she was hopelessly seeking
relief. Her intelligence returned when bier eyes
feîl upon George Harris.

" Neyer mind! Corne away, Nina. My dar.
liug "-in a low, impassioned whisper-"1 it was
cruel to allow you to cornte "

She started. A ligbt broke over lier face like
sunshine after a clond. A momeut's pause;
then, in a clear voice, forgetting to wbisper, sho
ssid:

91I will sing, please. 1 arn ready. 1 can do
it, 1 tbink."

Mer words reacbed the ear of tlie piani8t ; sud,
only too glad, lie betran bis work. 1 ustiuctively
Niua stepped forward.frorn her close proximity


