
Jauary, 1894 T H E 0 H R I S T I A N.
Ly the pure gospel of the prace of God, why ia not
the gospel in every country. in every city, in every
honie? Why are thoro so many millions of our race
in heathon and Mahîonmcdan darlknessi Why are
net the foul places in our large and smaller cities
purified by the holy influence of tho living Christ,
as presented in the gospel of the grace of God?

I will now express an) opinion, but ouly as an
opinion. I expect it to be criticized-criticized
severely. It is this: Wien "the books are opened"
there will b thoro the books of opportutnity and
ability, and out of those books, or by those books
mon will b judged in the light of the great dty of
eternity whoro there will b nothing te obscure the
vision, and whon Ho whio will ait on the throne
will look into the hearts of ail and sec the motive
of overy aet in life, sec why it was done and what
were the conditions; many of those whose condi-
tien in life, (becaiso of no opportunity for better),
whother religious or moral, is fai from the rcquiire-
monts of the pure tospul of the SOn of God, wiil
stand above many who to-day belong te fashionablo
Christian chtrches and wrapt in tht ir comfortable
pharisaical Christian righteousness, are ready te say:
"Stand away fron me, I amn holier than thou."

I dare to think to.day, that the revelations of
eternity will b much more satisfactory thant wo
in ôur narrowness arc apt to suppose, because they
will b more in harmonjy with the mind of God
than with the mind of natn. Witlh man in tel-
poral and spiritual matters, it is " tme and mine."
With God, His tender morcy is over ail Bis works
nîd Bis nercy endîireti forever. O. B. E.
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WIIY Is IT

What do yout mean? I mean that I cannot under-
stand why it is that persons whom I have good
reasons te believe are sincere and fully consecrated
te the work of the Lord, cati rest satistied vith a
disputed question or doctrine which involves their
roliious iuterest. This is made still more surprising
when we see such persons se very partienar to take
the undisputed aido of a question in which only the
secular or finaicial interest is involved. But, says
one, " they believe what they do is right, and why
shouild they net do what sceues te them right and
safe." This wouîld b all right if what they did
wna not dispuîted and therefore in doubt. Why
net reason thus in secular interest? What wotild
we think of a man who would receive a banik note
becauise ha thought ic was genuine, when ho knew
that it was believed by naîy competent judges te
bh sptrious, when at the same timo ho cotuld have
other notes that ail adnitted to ho genuine? It is
safe te say there is nOt a person of a sound mind
who woild accept the disputed note, however miich
he might believe it was genuine, when ha could
just as iell have one tbat was not in doubt. We
cannot conceive any motive to accept what is in
dispute whon wo can have that whici is net dis.
puted. What motive could we have te indue a
mat te change bis course and take a road that was

t doubt, when ho was on the road that all admited
*as right and safe and vould lcad im te bis des-
tinlatioi If we shoîuld advisu him te change bis
c->urse it would suirely bo for other motives than
his safety. Just at this point is whore 1 am stag
gered and complotely lost, in regard to why people
who act wisely and reasonably as to their safety mn
worldly. matters, but in their spiritual oternal in-
terest will take the doubtlîî diaputed sido of .

doctrine.
There i net a denomination that does not admit

that immersion is baptism. Every denomination
admit immersed believers into thoir churches and
often immerse thoir own candidates. Tha educa-
tional world admits immersion te b baptism. I
have hoard of preachors who attempted to prove
that immersion was net taught in the Bible and at

mu m I

the samo tino htd inmeraed beliovora in thoir
respective churches, showing that they did not
believe what thoy wero preaching, but pulling down
practically vhat they wero trying te build up thcor-
etically. Every immersed beliover is admitted to
bo safe as far as lis baptism is concerned. The
doctrine of baptism is beyond a doumht and ont of
disputed questions. But we know that something
alse is calltd baptisn, and by many g<,od and
honest heurts believod to be baptistm, is in dispute,
and that a largo portion of the best editcated mi..ds
say that anything else but immersion is not baptism
and al] the lexicons extant givc immersion only as
baptiam; ail of which show plainly that anything
aise but immersion for baptisni is greatly in doubt
and thus in dispute. This view of the subject
places a potency on mny question, " why it is that
persons who know of these doubts and disputes,
will tako the disputed way îhen they know the
other way is not in dispute.'" Wu have shown that
Yhere secular interest is involved thoy act wisely

in choosing the undisputed way, but in spiritual
religions matters they choose the doubiful disputed
way. Shall I say that this is trilling with divine
eternal thingst Bu it understood that I ain net
bringing into question thehonestyor the high moral
standing of those who cacoso the disputed way,
but simply recordirg my inabilty to understand
why it is or what motive thore cati bo in taking the
sida cf doubt wien thoro need b no doubt. One
would suppose that wu should bu as anxious about
our souls as our dollars. It sceems to me now, that
I would not spend much time to prove the dollar I
had was genuino if it was disputed, when I could
have one that was not in doubt. This is the way
it seems to me about baptisn, that I vould lnot
spend mnuch time to prove something besides im.
ieision was baptism when immersion is not in
doubt.. Why is it that others will do se0 I. M.

1&ISTORY OF T[HE F1IRST UIIURCII OF
CIiSTl IN W ORCES'ER, Ml S.

(Ai Address telivered at tihe 3nt Annversary.)
The Worcester branch of the Church of Christ

started with Mr. Blaisdell and wife in 1857. The
death of Christ 'las commomaorated by themt and a
fow friends who gathered with them in their own
bouse, by the breaking of the loaf, reading of the
Seriptures, and remenbering of the fellowship.

It may be interesting to somie of ymii te knîow a
little about how Mr. Blaisdell and his vifo becane
intorested in the Disciples. à1rs. Blaisdell, before
ber iarriago, lived in Salot, and was a member of
the Church of Christ there. Mr. Blaisdell attend-
cd aise more or less throutgh the influence of the
lady with whon ho boarded.

After their marriage they caine to Worcester to
live, and as there ians no Christian Church hore
they vent te the Advent Chapel on Thomas street
Mr. Blaisdell became interested, and began te study
his Bible .diligently. He, with the help of bis
wvife, found ail the prophecies in the Old Testament
relating te the promiscd Messiah, and traced their
fulfilmnent in the New Testament.

Finally, te mako a long story short, ot a prayer-
meeting night alter listoning t) the rading of the
eighth chapter of Acts, concerning Philipand the
ounuch, and the singing of this verso:-

Give Ie a Bible in ny band,
A ieart to rcad and understand

That sure, unerring word.
I'd ask no comîpany to stay,

But sit alone froin day te day
And converse with the LId."

Bro. Blaisdoll aroso and said lie was just in the
condition of the otintch of whom ethy had just rend;
and that ho bad decided te he a Christian, and
wi.nted te bo baptized immediately.

Tho Advent minister, Bro. D. D. Taylor, did
net sce the necessity of any hur-y about the bap-

tism, and as it was winter tried te put him off, say
ing there was ne0 water, (for they had no baptistry
ans we have).

But Bro. Blaisdlol had been reading the book of
Acts, and was convinced that thero sbould be tic
delay about it. He told Bro. Taylor lie would fur-
nish the water, and did, by chopping a hole through
the iea on Salisbury Pond hinmself.

Another young mai, a inember of the Advent
Chutrcit, but who had ntoter been immersed, in
whom wo wuvere ail interested, soeing the stand taken
by Bro. Blaitdell, deciared bis intption of goins,
with him, ad vas baptized at the saie timo, and
that is-our Bro. Aurin Wood, Sr.

it is said, that as Bro. Blaisdell came tp out of
the water, his face fairly shione; froin henceforth
everyone lie came in contact with lcard of his
Wonderfti Saviour.

At the church in Salem tlcy rommbered the
Lord overy first day of the woek; and as the Ad-
vents did not, Bro. Blaisdell being convinced that
that was the Bible way, beuan remeuibering the
Lord, as I said beforo, in 1857 at his lieuse every
week.

At tirst they met S.nday morning at 9 o'clock,
so as net tu interfere with any church meetings.
Bro Wood, who was an Advent, mot with thiem and
several others; but sooi they changed their meot-
ings te Sunday afternootis, thon Bro. Wood's broth-
ren wanted te know why he left his own mooting.
He didn't havu a " Thuis saith the Lord" answer te
give themu, se he staid away for quite awhile tntil
lie had time te search the Scrip'ures in this respect
and becomo thoroughly satisfied that it was the
cuiston of the first Christians, the Apostolic
vay.

Other Advents now became interested-.two
Smythe brothers anld A. B. Price amiong the num-
ber. They began te spund two or thrce evenings
a veck looking into theso things. It was no un-
commuon thing fer thoni te met and study their
Now Testaniotts long after the midnight hour.

Of cours it wuas natural when they were filod
wi:h those gooct things, that they should tell their
brethren about them, and the Adverts couldn't or
rather didn't agree m ith it all, and becamio quito
disttîubed, for theso mon were the leading mon of
their church. Fmnally, a comnittee of five were
appointed te investigale this natter. Their report
was accepted. Then a n:otion ias made te hold
communion service every Sunday aflternoon. After
quito a discussion, it was decided in the aflirmative,
but a aboit sermon wais te precede it. It was tried:
but so mansy were opposed and siowed this oppo-
sition by retiring after the sermon, and by a noiae
in the vestibulo, that it was voted to do away alto-
gother ivith the sermon.

This capped the climax. Very few attended the
communion service im the afternoon, and very soon
the Advent church went off bodily te the next
street where thoy hired another chuirch. leaving
those interested in the Disciples in full pos'session
of Thomas street Chnpel.

It sceied that Bro. W. A. S. Smythe bought the
Advent Chapel and paid for it limsolf, different
brethron agreeing te pay certain amounts t.til it
was ail paid for. Sone had paid what they had
subscribed. The muoney was refunded to ail such
who left the Discit les, they also giving the Advents
the Sunday-school library and ail noney in the
Sunday-school treasury.

The Diesiples now in 1861 have for the first time
a church home. They innediately sont for Bro.
Garrity who orianized the church. Bros. Blaisdell
and Wm. Smuythe were ordained elders, and Bros.
Price aud Wood, deacons.

At the cime of organiz tion. there wera sixtean
neiher.s. Quite a numbor of those woro Advents.
Bro. Aurin Wood and wife; Bro. W. A. S. Smythe
and vife; Bro. Robert Smythe; Bro. John Q. Bont,
and Bro. B. B. Price, among the nIumber.


