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THE CHRISTIAN.

by the puro gespol of tho grace of God, why i not
tho gospel in every country. in every city, in overy
homie? Why are thore so many millions of our race
in heathen and Mahommedan darknese! Why are
not the foul places in our large and smaller cities
purified by the holy influonce of tho hiving Christ,
as presented in the gospol of the grace of God?

I will now express an opinion, but only as an
opinion, I expect it to be criticized—criticized
severely. Tt is this: When “‘the books are opened”
there will bo there the books of opportunity and
ability, and out of those books, or by those bocks
men will be judged in the light of the great duy of
oternity whore there will be nothing to obscure the
vision, and when He who will sit on the throne
will look into the hearts of all and sce the motive
of overy act in life, seo why it was done and what
wero the conditions; many of those whose condi-
tion in life, (becauso of no opportunity for better),
whether religious or moral, is fax from tho require-
ments of the pure wospul of the Son of God, will
stand above many who to-day belong to fashionable
Christian churches and wrapt in their comfortable
pharisaical Christian righteousuess, are ready to say:
¢Stand away from me, I am holier than thou.”

I dare to think to-day, that the revelstions of
eternity will be much more satisfactory than we
in dur narrowuess aro apt to suppose, because thoy
will be more in harmouy with the mind of God
than with the mind of man, With man in tem-
poral and spiritual matters, itis ** me and mine.”
With God, His tender morey is over all His works
and His mercy endureth forever. 0. B. E.

Charlottetown, P E, L, Dec. 21st, 1893,

W&y IS IT?

What do you mean? I mean that I cannot under-
stand why it is that porsons whom I have good
reasons to believe are sincere and fully consecrated
to the work of the Lord, can rest satisfied with a
disputed question or doctrine which involves their
religious interest., This is made still more surprising
when wo seo such persons 2o very particniar to take
the undisputed side of a question in which only the
secular or financinl interest is involved. But, says
one, ‘* they Leliove what they do is right, and why
should they not do what seems to them right and
safo.” This would be all right if what they did
was not disputed and thevefors in doubt. Why
not reason thus in secular interest? What would
wo think of a man who would receive a bank note
because ho thought i¢ was penuine, when ho knew
that it was believed by mauy competent judges to
be spurious, when at the same time he could have
other notes that all admitted to be gennine? It is
safe to say there is not & person of a sound mind
who would accept the disputed note, however much
he might believo it was genuine, when he could
just as well have one that was unot in doubt. Ve
cannot conceive any motive to accept what is in
dispute whon we can have that which is not dis-
puted. What motive could we have to induco a
man to chango his course and take a road that was
1 Goubt, when he was on the road that ali admited
+8s right and safe and would lead him to his des-
tination? If weo should advise him to change his
course it would aurcly bo for other motives than
his safety. Just at this point is whers I am siag
gered and complately lost, in regard to why people
who act wisely and reasonsbly as to their safoty “n
worldly. matters, but in their spirilual eternal in.
terest will take tho doubtful disputed side of »
dectriue.

There is not a denomination that does not admit
that immersion is baptism, Every denomination
admic immersed toliovers into their churches and
often immerso their own candidates. The educa-
tional world adwits immersion to bo baptism. 1
have heard of preachors who attempted to prove
that immersion was not taught in tho Bible and at

tho samo time had immersed beliovers in their
respective churches, showing that they did not
boliove what they were proaching, but pulling down
practically what they were trying to build np theor-
otically. Iivery immersed beliover is admitted to
bo safe as far as his baptismis concerned. The
doctrine of baptism is boyond a doubt and out of
disputed questions. But we know that something
alse is called baptiam, and by many good and
honest hoarts bolieved to be baptism, is in diapute,
aud that a large portion of tho best educated miuds
say that anything else but immersion is not baptism
and all tho lexicuns extant give immersion only s
baptiam; all of which show plainly that anything
olgo but immersion for baptism is greatly in doubt
and thus in dispute. This view of the subject
places a potoncy on my question, © why it is that
persons who know of these doubts and disputes,
#ill take the disputed way when they know the
other way is not in dispute.” We have shown that
where secular interest is involved thoy act wisely
in choosing the undisputed way, but in spiritual
religions matters they choose the doubiful disputed
way. Shall I say that this is trifliog with divine
eternal things! Bo it understood that I am not
bringing into question the hunesty or the high moral
standing of those who cncose tho disputed way,
but simply recording my inabilty to understand
why it is or what motive there can be in taking the
side of doubt when there need be no doubt. One
would suppose that we should be as anxivus about
vur souls as our dollars, It scems to me now, that
I would not spend much time to prove the dollar I
bad was genunine if it was disputed, when I could
have one that was not in doubt. This is the way
it seems Lo me about baptiam, that I would not
epend much time to prove something besides im-
mersivn was baptism when immersion is not in
doubt., Why is it that others will do so?  H. M.

HISTORY OF 7'00FE FIRST CHURCH OF
CURIST IN WORCESTER, MASS.

(An Address delivered at the 32nd Anniversary.)

The Worceeter branch of tho Church of Christ
started with Mr, Blaisdell and wife in 1857. The
death of Christ was commomorated by them and
few friends who gathered with them in their own
house, by the breaking of the loaf, reading of the
Scriptures, and remembering of the fellowship,

It may be interesting to some of you to know &
little about how Mr. Blaisdell and his wife becamno
intorested in the Disciples. .Ars. Blaisdell, before
her marriage, lived 1n Salom, and was a member of
the Church of Christ there. Mr. Blaisdell attend-
ed also more or less through the influcnce of the
lady with whom he boarded.

After their marriage they came to Worcester to
live, and as thore was no Christian Church hore
they went to the Advent Chapel on Thomas strect
Mr. Blaisdell became interested, and began to study
his Biblo .dilizently. He, with the help of his
wife, found all the prophecies in the Old Testament
rolating to the promised Messiah, and traced their
fulfilment in the New Testament.

Finally, to make a long story short, on a prayer-
weeting night after listening to the reading of the
eighth chapter of Acts, concerning Philip and the
ounuch, and the singing of this verse:—

“ Give me a Bible in my hand,
A heart toread and nnderstand
That sure, vnerring word,
I'd ask no cowpany to stay,
But sit alone from day to day
And converse with the Lesd.”

Bro. Blaisdoll arose and said he was just in the
condition of tho eunuch of whum theoy had just read;
and that he bad decided to he a Christian, and
wannted to be baptized immediately.

Tho Advent minisier, Bro. D. D, Taylor, did

not see the necessity of any hur~y about the bap-

tism, and as it was winter tried to put him off, say
ing there was no water, (for they had no baptistry
as we have),

But Bro. Blaisdell had been reading tho book of
Acts, and was convinced that there should be no
delay about it.  He told Bro. Taylor he would fur-
nish the water, and did, by chopping a hole through
the ice on Salisbury Pond himvelf,

Anothor young man, & membor of the Advent
Church, but who had never beon immersed, in
whom wo were allintorested, socing the stand taken
by Bro. Blaiedell, declared his intention of going
with him, and was baptized at tho samo time, and
that is—our Bro. Aurin Wood, Sr,

1t is said, that ay Bro. Blaisdell camo up out of
the water, his face fairly shone; from henceforth
everyone he came in cofitact with heard of his
Wondorful Saviour.

At the church in Salem they romombered the
Lord every first day of the week; and as the Ad-
venta did not, Bro. Blaisdell being convinced that
that was the Bible way, began remewmbering the
Lord, as I said beforo, in 1857 at his houso every
week.

At first they mot Sunday morning at 9 o'clock,
8o as not to interfero with any church mootings.
Bro Wood, who was an Advent, met with them and
soveral others; but soon thoy chanaed their meot-
ings to Suuday afternoons, then Bro. Wood’s breth-
ren wanted to know why he left his own meoting.
He didn’t havs a ** Thus saith the Lord” auswer to
give them, so he staid away for quite awhile until
he had time to search the Scrip*ures in this respect
and become thoroughly satisfied that it was the
custom of the firat Christians, the Apostolic
way.

Other Advents now becamo interested—two
Smytho brothers and A. B. Price among the num-
ber. Thoey began to spend two or three evenings
a weok looking into these things, It was no un-
comnmon thing for thom to meet and study their
Now Testaments long after the midnight hour.

Of course it was natural when they ware fillod
with these gooa things, that they should tell their
brethren about them, and the Advents couldn't or
rather didn't agree with it all, and became quite
distuibed, for these men were the leading men of
their church. Finally, a committee of five were
appointed to investigate this matter. Their report
was accepted. Then a niotion was made to hold
communion service every Sunday afternoon, After
quito a discussion, it was decided in the aflirmative,
but a short sermon was to precede it. It was tried:
but so many were opposed and shewed this oppo-
sition by retiring after the sermon, and by a noisg
in the veatibule, thau it was voted to do away alto-
gether with tho sermon,

This capped the climax. Very few attonded the
communion sersico in the afternoon, and very soon
the Advent church went off bodily to the next
streot where they hired another church, leaving
those interested in the Disciples in full possession
of Thomas streot Chapel.

It seemed that Bro. W. A. S, Smythe bought the
Advent Chapol and paid for it himself, different
brethren agreeing to pay certain amounts until it
was all paid for. Somo had paid what they had
subscribed. Tho money was refunded to all such
who left the Discij les, they also giving the Advents
the Sunday-school library and all money in the
Sunday-school treasury,

The Dicsiplez now in 1861 have for the first time
a church home. They immediately sent for Bro.
Garrily who organized tho church, Bros. Blaisdell
and Wm. Smythe were ordained elders, and Bros.
Prico and Wood, deacons.

At tho timo of organizition, thore wero sixtean
meimnbers. Quito a numbor of these woro Adrents.
Bro. Aurin Wood and wife; Bro. W. A, S, Smythe
and wifo; Bro. Rubert Smythe; Bro. John Q. Bont,

and Bro. B. B. Price, among the number.



