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MR. NICHOLAS FLOOD DAVIN, NI. P.

HE subjcct of aur prescrnt sketch is dcsccndcd
~FHfront an Irish family, settlcd in Tippcrary for

soi-e generations, and was born at Kilfinane, i 3t1
j anuary, 1843. He %vas cducatcd at the Comnion
scbool, by private tuition, at a collegý,e affiliatcd ta
London Universitv, and aftcrvards at Quccn's Col-
lege, Cork. Hc was callcd to the Englisb. Bar by
the Honorable Society, af the Middle Temple, Hilary
Term, i86S. He is a jaurnalist and litteratcur or no
mean order. He wvas sent by tbc Canadian Goverti-
ment to Washington, U. S., in 1879, ta cnquirc into
the svsteim of management of Inda- Industrial
Schools. W~as secretary to, the Royal Commissioni
respecting the Canadian Pacific Railway, iSSo-Si,
and sccrctary to thc Commission appointcd lu 1884
ta, enquirc intoà the Clîincsc Immigration question.
WVas a delegate ta Ottawva in i S84 to rcprecent the
rcquiremcnts of the Nortbwcst beforc thc Dominion
Gavcrnmeut. He %vas an utisucceçssful candidate for
Haldimand in the Commons at tic gecncral clecti<in
of i 8;8, and was first rcturned to the Commons at
the last general1 clection. Mr. Davin is a Causer-
vative and favors a broad and gcnerous policy for
devcloping and peopling the Northw'est.

Mr. Davin wcnt through the Franco-Gcrniiic
war as a special correspondent for the Irish Times.
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and as correspondent for the Standard, of London,
England. Aiter the %var in which be actcd as corres-
pondent, lie wrotc "France and Germany,' wvhich
appeared in the WVestminster Revicwv, of January,
1871. He has published the followiug wvorks lu
Canada :-"The Fair Grits," IlBritish versits Ameni-
can Civilization," "The Earl of I3caconsfield," IIThe
Irishman lun Cana.da," II Eos: an Epic of the Dawn,"
"Irlanci and the 1Emipire." 'lRcflections on the Deatb

of Garfield," Il Cultture and I>ractical I>ower." &c., &c.
He establisbced the Leader at Reginla luirn ,a$~

CA BS
Wce take tîme following article froin anlit il

sporting jxîper
The first tinec 1 ever hcarcl the ivord in thc sing-

lar number was on the first day of ni- school life. It
was hisscd across a neighboring desk, and the iinnie-
diate rcspns-e %vas a sliiulnc,11s to, single combat in
the play-hiour. Natturally. a nîonosyllable .wbcise
con-seqtucnccs wcrc a couple of black cycs, IL cut lii),
aud a swollen nlose c.'citcd niy youthful curiositv',
and I lookcd it iii in Webster. This is what 1
foutnd:- * lCAI>, a boy at the dontr of an opmnibus."
Nowv the youtng gentleman ta whom thec pithet had
been applied, and wvhose blond had subsequc-it'y
bedewed the asphalte of the play groutnd, was not "Rat

the doot- of an omnnibus," aud iuy faith in lexico-
graphers %vas gone for cver. I pursucd iny inquinies
in other zisd more authoritative qti.rters. and dis-
covercd tîmat iu onc school. at any rate, a cad was a
boy who haid csthan 2s. Cxd. a weck, pocket-mcitcy,
auJ whose father*s init:ome iwas su-spected of bcing
under anc tbouisuid a vear.

Time bas widencd the ilcfiniit inn for nie, but he has
dimmed thc outlines. I havec a less simple outlinie
liy wbicb ta (liscover the cad, but 1 kuiow hlm better
when 1 sec hiim. He travcls -. goixi dezil by railway.
and this is strange, for lic has a dislike tù fresh air.
He shows it gernerally by sittiiul with bis back ta the
englue, and fliiging up the window, callous ta the
desirc of thc traveller in the oppo)site corner. Trhis
inicliffcrencc to thc feelings of <tbcrs is onc of the
"II otes " of him. lic never hesit;îtcs to introduce
the subject of ropes as a topic of conîversution wvith
persons whose fatîmers have becti langed. And the
iwors-t of him is that lie docsn't do it of malice afore-
thouglt-he bas nn dcliberate intention tu wound.
1 say "the wvorst" becausc one cati neyver have the
satisfaction of hitting hlm back on the raw. He bas
no raw. His thick hide blunts the edge of your
kccnest satire, and irony (ails harmiess off it like duck


