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A Rulo for Amatours.

A writer in The Pho/o. Amnerican says
In nearly every collection of photograplhs
by amateurs we find, ustally, about one-
third of the numîalber absolttely worthless.

'l'ie mnechaanical part iay bc aill right,
but the subject itself lias nothing what-
ever to recomminend it-wauk, devoid of
interest, unîpicturesque. ''ie failuire is,
of course, lite result of inexperience.
Every novice nust learn for hiiself the
subjects that make good pictures. Sug.
gestions will ielp soietinies, but practical
application will do more. The lesson will
înot be so readily forgotten when needed.

During the carlier ionths of iy ex-
perieice with a camera, I fornied a rule
which lias saved many a plate. 'lle rule
was this :Awaysfavor a doubt.

Dozens of subjects come in our way
whenever we go out with a caiera. If
we snap at everything the result will ble a
series of worthless negatives. Discrimina.
tion and selection nust do their part.
Governed by these two arbiters, our
eagerness to snap this and that will be
greatly modified. WliTe shal stop to con.
sider the advisability of using a plate.

But even with this controlling system,
we shall not always avoid photographing
things we do not want. Now cornes in
my rule. 'T'le subject under consideration
is good, but not perfectly satisfactory.
There is a shade of doubt in our imiind ;
shall we take it or not ?

My method is-favor the doubt. That
is, if you are at all concerned about the
cost of plates. If not, srnap everything,
for you may by chance strike something
good.

The option is your own.

A FixsoIN BAntii.-A fixing bath used
by Mr. M. R. Hemperley is sarongly
recommended. It hardens the film,
clears the negative, and gives good color.
Thirty.two ounces sulphite of soda (hy-
dronieter test 60), add to this one ounce
sulphuric acid very slowly, and eight
ounces solution of chrome aluni (hydrom-
eter test 60). then add the whole to two
gallons saturated solution of hypo, and it
is ready for use. Leave the negative a
few minutes longer in the bath than is
required for fixing. This is important, as
the pernaiency of the negative depends
upon it. Don't use a flat tray to fix in, it
causes spots and dirt ; use a grooved box.

To Provent Curling or Prints.

Ilow iiany photographers are annoyed
by prints thiat they do !ot .. isl to imouit
ctriiang up.

This Iay lie entirely avoided if the
prnts are imniersed in the fulluw mig
solution after their fimai wvashing •

Water. . ............ ... . part.
Alcohol.. ........ ........ 4 pi'ts.
Glycerinie. ........... .... itparts.

After this they will dry quite fla t. C.
/.M.___ _

A Goon PAsE.-The Phio/t-Gazete
gives the followig forntla for a handy
paste, better than anything we have ever
come across :

Gum arabtc..........60 atiramtî.
G.lycerine .... ........ . 15 'rauins.
.\eiltyl alcohol.. 45 C. C.
Water to mnake up te whoet ao C. C.

Dissolve the gum n i zo c. c. cold
water, add the glycerine, and finally,
constantly stirring little by lttle, the
alcoiol: at last add enough water to
make the whole 250 c. c.

R i.. nA in.no is l)i.u.tur M F.N. - ini
La Phot'ographie are soime interesting
notes by 1. Tranchant on restrainers.
lie finds that all chiordes, bronides and
todîdes retard deelopnicat, as well as
the cyanides and sulpho.cyanides of po
tassium, sodium and ammonium. To
these must be added a certain numîber of
organic acids, includmig acetic and malic
acids and all their soluble salts. It was
found that the chlorides of the alkalies,
chloride of zinc, acetic and malic acids,
and acetate of soda, al act as restrainers
witlout.exercising a solvent action on lie
bromide of silver im the emulsion ; but
chloride of copper and the cyanide and
ferricyanide of potassium lad a solvent
action on the silver bromide. 'l'he re-
strainiing power of sonie of the substances
is as follows - 1 per cent chloride of cop-
per or 5 ier cent. chloride of .inc is
equitalent to -o per cent. bronuade of

potassiumn ; 25 per cent. solutions of the
chlorides of sodium or ammonium have
the same restraining power as 20 per
cent. bronide ; Io lier cent. solutions of
acetic or mallc acids are equivalent to
bromide of i per cent. Acid chloride of
zinc causes the gelatne film to strip off
its support, but if the solution is neutral-
ized with bi-carbonate soda, chloride of
zinc cati be employed safely, in spite of
the snall precipitate of zinc carbonate
that forms. ''ie author reconinends

Photographic Notes. siuongly that Ibr 'ni ides s ..huld ie hamiished
hlowlà the daIk rooum, ait .în c.utnt q tiht 

sutat itacý,tin un lth< ,à. br1 , kt

tile eimulSion. i r pLit l h t ou ld e
taken by sodium or ainnionumn chloride
(common sait or sal ammnione), which lie
prefers to ail other restraners. -- /ho/fi

On th Drying of Nogativos

If negatives are takcn fronm the wash,
ng ater, and simply set up to dry n

taneously, drops of water wîll collert heru
.miad there upon the surface ; aid as these

parts reiain damîp long alter the rest of
the filin is dry, itere is a danger lest they
should, when at liast dry, be more trans
parent than hie sutrotindimg portions of

ic negative. I find it an admirable plan
to reiove ail water froi the surface of
the filin. I forierly used fluinless blottng
paper, but 1 fand an casier met hod is to
simply wIpe the tnim earefully with a pîece
of :.>ft, thick twill calco -a portion of
an old lied siecet which, havng been fre
quently washed, is free from any fluff that
mllight be present If it were new. I fold
this up imto a flat pad about six or ciglt
inches in length, and with it wipe the fili
lengtlhwise and crosswîe until ail surface
moisture is removed, and ilten set thu
plate up to dr) na tile usual w.i It will
be found thait the film, il iits precaution
is takien, wdl dry more rapidly as well as
tnfornily. -- Photo Li'cn.

Fo<'ru _% i u lsit .XsU i. -

i - itromtide of j.lastun . . Outnce.
Water.... .. ... ...... ,

2--tichllorilde of nercury.... i "
W'ater ......... . ... 16 "

3-Suiphite o soda ... Stong solution.
To intensify, soak plate well in water

and then immerse plate in No. i for about
five minutes ; then pour off and flow
plate with No. 2 till desired density is
obtained. Wash well and ilnerse in
No. 3 1111 plate resuies its natural color.
wash well and dry.

INT'INalFIcA rIoN Tiaot't .\Í..awuîIv.
-Make two solutions . (a> Gailic acid t

part, glycerame 25 parts, water 125 parts
(_) Saiver natrate is grains, citric acid
30 grains, nîitric acid 25 droits, watcr 3
ounces. Dissolve thc gallie acid mn warm
water, add the gly.crmec, allow to cool,
and filter. Wh'lien the negative is ready
to be intensified, pour suflicent of No. 2
into a meastre, and add four drops of
solution No. i for each drachm %if No. 2
use(). Flov Ihis nixture over Ile neg
tive, holding the latter in the hand, then
wash well and fix for a minute or two. -
Photo. Gaztte.


