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THE LOWER PROVINCES.
(From owr swnt Correspondant,)

The Synod 50 far has vot through
deal of Dbusiness, bnt tnere yemuns
very much still to be taken wp.  The
foreign mission i veported to be in »
flourislnnyg state. At present there uve
four ordnined missionaries on the New
Hebrides islands s two on the island
of Trinidad.  In addition to these, an-
other has just heen designated to  the
former fiell, Thenewly uppointed broth
erwill spend some monthis in visiting the
cougregations and will sauil late in the
Fall so asto be uble to reach the istands
neat summer.  The Home Mission
Board presented a pretty full and satis-
factory veport of the proceedings of the
year. The greatest want which this
Board feols is that of Iabourers, and
never has the want been felt move pres-
sing, at least in Iate years, than last
winter.,  Thi> summey, however, the
aspect of things is changed.  In addi-
tion to & good many of our own stud-
ents who have completed their studies,
quite u number of yonng wmen have
been  secured from tho Seminaries
of thq, States, especially those of Now
York and Princeton. Of course the
latter remain for the summer months
only, but even that will seeure o good

object. It is unneccssary to dwellat
greater  length  om the  need
that there is for Inbourers, as that

phuse is just the same in the Upper
Provincesashere, and if there be any dif-
ference Ontario feels the neccessity
more intensely than we do.  The re-
ports on ‘Temperance, on Sabbath ob-
servance, and on the state of religion
did not presont any features of striking
importance, save that the tendencies
of the times in which we live impera-
tively demund no less but even more
attention to be given to such topics.
The state of the snpplement Fund is
at the present moment miore unsatis-
factory than amy of the others. The
Committee having charge of that
scheme ave in the greatest perplexity
ag to what is to bo done. The present
financial state is the natural, nay,
necessary result, of the inequality which
the recently published statistics, as I
pointed out in » former letter, show
so prominently in the contributions
given fo this ns compared with those
given to other schemes. The condition
of the Fund is this, There is a debt
of more than $400, there is due at this
date more than $1,600, that is to say
to suy some $2000 of liubilities lie
against it at this moment while there is
but a little over $800 in the Treasurer’s
hands. It should be added that the
supplement scheme is separate hero
from the Home Mission Fund, the
geparation having been made some
years ago whilewith the other churches,
the Canadn Presbyterien among the
number, it is but a part of the Home
Scheme. The deputations from the
American churches were heard on Fri-
day afternoon.  Mr. Robb the deputy
of the United Presbyterian Chureh of
North Awmeriea was heard first, and his
speceli was brief und to thepoint. The
schemes and staiistics of his Church
were closely adhered {o, and while there
was not great brilliance the interest was
maintnined to the end.  The same enn
hardly be said of the representatives of
the American Church, at all events it
cannot be said of the first speaker, It
was felt by many that he occupied far
too much {ime, and the interest was by
no means kept up. A deputation is
yet to be received from the Wesleyan
Qorforence which is at present sitting
in this city.

One of the nost interesting and im-
portant subjects brought before the
Synod was a scheme for insuring
churches.  The year before last two
church edifices were destroyed by fire
about the same time, one of them being
a city church whose value was not less
$han $12,000.  This it wasthat led
some to think that a mutual scheme
might be advantageously wrought and
nnder the supervision of the Church
itself. 'The matter was brought up at
last annunl meeting when a minister
and two elders of large financial ex-
perience were appointed to mature a
plan for the purpose. A report has
now boen brought up, admirable in its
character and so far as can be seen
most feasiblein its working provided a
sufficient number of conlgregs.ﬁons join

ily in the plan.  Itis not propos-
od to include in the plan the expensive

“varving fron S1000 to S 4000,

Pywas received at its fadl valne and it

beenuse 1t ope of tham
he

would  be  entiely

It is proposed that
ndwitted  in prades,
and  the
wmost expensive chnech miny be inelnid
ed to such an extent, andthe tinstees
may secure the remaining value i the
ordinary way as they  have heretofore

aty churches
burned the Tl
swamped at onee.
the churches be

done, I may  rvefer in wove detail to
the plan when  Lsee it hefore me
type. It is suflicient to say that it wa

received with the utmost cordinlity, and
the committee was instimeted tn ey
tain s speedily ne povsible to what ex-
tent congregations will fall in with

the plan and if ns moany as would ke !

the selieme safe signify their aceptauce
of it to proceed to eanny it out. It i«
seldom  that a chwrdh building is Qe

stroyed in that way, Dut iu future where |

a calnmty of the kindd does neenr  this
plan will prevent an undue burden from
falling on congregations that are press.
edsufliciently alveady and will also oby wate
tho necessity of appealing to the Churels
as o whole.

One subjeet  promises to veenpy !

lutge portion of the present sessim  of
the Synod. It is that of the marvinge
affinity question. It may seem strange
that the lawfulness of pernitting a man
to marry the sister of his deceased wife
or & woman to marry the brother of hex
deceased husband should be monted  at
all in a Presbyterinn church.  And yet
soitis, I canmot tell you ns yet the
result reached as the diseussion s only
in progress.  The view that is almost
if not altogether comsidered herctodus
amongst Presbyteriaus was put forward
with great elearness nud erudition aud
power by Professor M Knight. Whether
he is tight or wrong in the conclusions
at which he has arrived no man who s
candid and impartial Lhimscif cuu for o
moment deny that Professor M'Knight
in all that he snid, as indeed Lis con-
duct has ever Dbeen, was thoroughly
candid aud honest and truth-loving,
not shrinking in the least degree from
the statement of what heis convinced
to be the tenching of the Word of God.
It demands no little boldness on the
part of of & man oceupyiny the position
whicl he holds to set forth sveh™ views.
For it mnust be confessed that witl: not
a few of the members of Synod and
with perhaps a still larger proportion of
the members of the Church the reputa-
tion of the Professor of theology is now
very seriotsly at stuke. It 1s easy to
understand how great the wlarm 1s that
many feel, I should say horror vather
than alarm,that such sentiments should
Le entertnined by one that filts sueh n
responsible position.  What conclusion
will be reached 1 will be ablo to inform
you in my next.

Yours truly,
H.
Hulifax, 1st July, 1872,
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MONTREAL.

¢ 'rom Ouwr Quwn Correspondent.

When I so abruptly closed iy last
letter, I was speaking of the position and
claims of the Montreal College. I trust
that Ishall not be considered tedions if I
dawellulittle longer onthe same topic. On
purely @ priori, grounds Montreal might
well scem peculiarly fitted to be the seat
of such an institution. Itscentralsitua-
tion and commercial pre-eminence, con-
stitute obvious advantages--the impor-
tance of which is enhanced when we re-
member that this city, so singularly fa.
vored iu many respeets, is still a strong-
hold of superstition and a focug of error.
We presume that it is the weight of
these and similar considerations, which
has led owr friends of the Methodist
communion to fix on Montreal us the
seat of their proposed theological insti-
tution. We trust, however, that there
is little need to insist on these points,
recognised and admitted as they doubt-
loss are by most of those .who have
given any attention to the subject. It
will indeed be an auspicious omen for
the future, not of Montreal only, but of
the Dominion at large, when side by
side with her secular sister, MeGill Col-
lege, there shall riso a hall of sacred
learning—destined let us trust and pray,
to send forth many “good soldiers of
Jesus Christ” ready to ‘‘endure hard-
ness" for His suke, and to do battle with
the vice and ignorance that are so pre-
valent in onr midst. The two institu.
tions avealready afliliated, and when the
intimate connection now existing is ce-
mented and strengthened by local conti-
uity, we may well hope to find in the

istory of these schools of religion and
culture, a truthful image of the ideal a0
finely sketched by the te :—

“Lev hnowledge grow Lot mioi Lo duor,

But mote of reverenco inous daell,

Phint wmind and -oul, aecordine well,

May make ond e as kefore,”

I bave alrendy alluded to the fuct that
thie Wesleyuns ave shoviug thew uppre
ciation of the advantages of an ednen
ted ministry by tahing steps for the
crection of w theological college in this
city  Much has alvemdy beey done i
the wmntter  provisionadly, A lage
amount ol guoney Las been sabiseribed
clietly by libaralaninded iesidents o
Muntreal, and the Kev. In. Douglas hus
heen appointed thevlogiend tator in cou
nectton wath the sebanc, T those who
Ive seen and heard the roverend gou-
, tlenann, tas appointment will give wm
ple assurance that the fiest professovial
¢ chair 1y the Montreal Wedleyan College
rwill not Inek the adormnent of dignity,
culture and eloquence.

Many of your readers would be
| Mensed, m common with iy self, to sce
ithe statement of your New Brunswick

correspondent to the effeet that nnwont-
"ed intevest had been evohed in that re-
gion by the efforts of the -tndent evan-
i gelists there,  These gentlomen, yon
ave probably aware, were aud are stu
dents of the College here, nud from u
i peasonal knowledge of their charncter
, and qualifieations, I am not at all sur
prised ut their success. Some of the
readers of the B, A. P. may not be
aware that there exists iu the same in-
, stitution to which I have referred so of-
ten, n missionary societs, having for its
main objeet the propagation of the Gos-
prl among the French und Highland
loman Catholics.  Two missionnries
were sent out oy the society lnst year,
with such encouraging results, that this
veasr the number was doibled, so that
there are now four students laboring
amongst the class above refurred to, in
diffexent purts of Ontuiio and Quebec.
This 1s not only a “labou of love” but
in great measure b “work of fuith " also,
secing that the necessary expenses con-
neeted with it are met 1y the subserip-
tions collected for that purpose by the
students of the college during their sun.
mer's emgngements. It is surely not
needful to commend the merits of this
work, or to enforeo its eclaims on those
to whom they may be presented.

Might Ibe allowed a few words on
the letter which appeared in your col-
ums last week, written by a correspon-
dent who signs himself *“One who
knows,” Tt had referenco to the late
Dr. Norman McLeod, and his claims
upon the respect und approbation of
Christians.  Judging from the tone of
the lettex, I fear that **One who knows”
moves in no very extended or symme-
trical circle, either of knowledge or char-
ity.  The charges which he Dbrings
against Dr. MeLeod are extremely vague
and unsubstantial.  We imagine that
their gist and import may be summed
up as follows : *“Norman was something
of a latitudinaxian, and did not further
much the cause of ‘vital godliness,” in
himself and others.”  We would hum-
bly suggest to “One who kuows” that
this vague, intangible acensation seems
hardly to warrant him in assailing the
memory and blachening the fame of the
author of “The Earnest Student,” the
unwearied  disseminator  of  “ Good
Words,” the eloquent advocate with
tongue and pen of things that ave “pure,
lovely, and of good report.” 1, for one,
am strongly inclined to believe in the
vitality of a godliness which finds its
outflow and its cvidence in words of
charity and deeds of love,”

“Dicamny.”

Montreal, July 8th, 1872,

TOBACCO AND STRONG DRINK.

Why is that these two things always
go together, except that they belong to-
the same category. Ministsrsused to in-
udlgeindrinking tillthe people waked up,
or, perhaps, they themselves and todrink
became disreputable.  Of course there
is no special rule for ministers that peo-
ple should not follow for they are *ex-
amples to the flock” yet by commen
consent the people do things that mim-
sters may not.

Let us sce how it looks ? Imagine
the Apostle Johm with & cigar in his
mouth or the Apostle Paul with a pipe
or quid. Do you «tart ? It is revolting,
but why should that be unbecoming
which is all right and proper in their
suceessors in their work 2 What the
Apostle said to Timothy, * Keep thyself

pure,” has need to be the injunction to
nmany a minister young and old., And
it is not a question of E‘:nb;ty alone this
tobacoo business, tne it is making
feaxful havock with the well being of

#uide at the Lon'<'Unlile, und 10 <ooner

|
cotr dace. The toveni of om conntny
s effected by it and west to spirity
tobitcew stauds the sceond in value as
vieldiwz revenne. Then we lewn thet m
Ermnee, the crense of msanity and
‘lvhnt"\‘ aed Laudeed  disenses hats st
kept poce vath the mevensed n-w-mu‘]
| from the tax on tobaceo all thit ~aves
Cusois that wewen whstam, Those
Pparts of the country wheve women nse
Ftobieco e san] to e ot werth <oy,
However, let us eome haek to ot test, |
FSmoline and dinbr bow vataesdly |
Pthey go tovether, let them o bt nat
Pearey wath thew, Christiious or the |
PMinsters of God. Stevery has been |
Paboltshed i the U080 Lot comanerpa |
s ttow b heve declared, gand the people |
I set frec tor vo slavery s cyunl to that of
a bad habit,

I luve seen members cliowing by my

)

the service 15 over than vt will see 1o
less than o dozen puiling the fies in
vonr face, Tlaving spohen against it to
severad Thave been told that om imi-
ster smohes, o Llders suoke, Dea-
cons smoke and drink, Members o the
same only to a greater extent. [ have
had to stand the taunts from the eave.
less, and 1t 15 somethg 1 cannot deny.
Yes, mne out of every ten of onr Minis-
ters, lilders, Deacons and Members are
aulty of lessor mure of the avenrsed
thing. Wesay thenin view of the above
fearfull facts that the chinrels und the
government can neo longer find an ex-
cuse for their inactivity in the great
and good cause of tempernnee, but
should rise; the chwreh i Her Majesty,
and the state with its legal power and
crush at once this God provoking and
sonl destroving svstem of strong drink.
Butit *s said by some that we shail
never see the day, when the nse of cither
will be prohibited. But we say 11 view of |
the fearful effects of the connnon use ot
| drink and tohacco, every lover of Ins
country, and every Christian should not
sexce to contend and to pruy untit the
plague 1s driven from our lund.  And I
say the chureh m Canada is not worthy
of her Ingh privalege, 1t it does not ex-
pel the reptile from ity pale, nor yet is
our country or government worthy of
thic great Blessings with which it has
been distingunished in its sigual deliver-
ance from invading foes.

Is the Bible inconsistent in itself?
Certainly not. Wine, thatis pronounc-
ed as o Blessing is unfermented and freo
from injury. Fermented wine and strong
drink axe strictly forbidden, cither to lovk
at it or to give to our neighbour.  With
these facts and mumerous others which
(if titne and space permitted) could be
bought against the acursed thing, 1
appeal to you, I appeal to the chureh,
and to Christans, young andold to raise
their voices against the devils greatest
servants. Leaving this with you,

I am your well wisher,
A PaespyrerIas,

NORMAN McLEOD.

Rditer Britisn AMericaN PrESBYTERALS.

Sm,—Une who Xnows,” in last
number of the Pressyrerian, published
 letter, apparently having in view to
cast a stain upon the memory of Nox-
man McLeod and his ancestors. [ am
not by any meaus & blind admirer of the
McLeods, but I ask you Sir, 1s 1tseemly
thus to asperse oneot Seotland s noblest
sons, the momentheis laidm lus grave ?
Take himall in all, Norman McLeod was
one of the best speennens of an Lvan-
gelieal mmistry, thatthe present century
has given to the woild. He was indeed
too liberal a man for the tastes of many
in the church to which le belonged and
had sympathies with all good men,
whether found m hisown or other ovan-
gelical denominntions. While it is pex-
fectly fair to criticiso the pubhe actions
of such & man, ty say as tio writer of
the letter referred to does, that. * Nor-
man McLeod cannot be said to have
done much {o promote vital godliness,”
is suley in divect opposition to fuct, as
overy ene can testify, whois in any mea-
sure acquanted with lus 1mssionary
Iabours 1n Glasgow and lus consuming
zeal as convener of the Indinn Missions
of the Church of Scotland,  As 1dislike
anonymous communications above all
things, 1 trust, should the writer of the
letter, desire to conunue this correspon-
dence he will do so by subseribing his
name,

In haste,
Yours very truly.
Wu. Cocnrane.

Brantford, Ont., July 8th, 1872.

There is infinite pathes in unsucoess.
ful authorship. The book that perishes
unread is the doaf mute of literature.—

Holmes.

WHY AM T A PRESBYTERIAN 2

&odigor Borriso Ao Proseyseniay.

Big,- Some time ago { read in your
peter the gue-tiou fiour wn enquiting
mwind s Whint i thie ground o renson foy
being o Prestytevian? | have been
lovhirer for an suswar,  None has ap-
pearod. Adlow me to state briefly the
reasouwhiy Lat o Presbyterian, 1 read.
i the New Testanout, Matt, 23-8 FHind
“Oue 1% your nester, even Christ, all ye
e heethren.”  Here i the fundamen-
tu) Jaw of Prespyterinnsm.  No Pope,
no bishop, no priest, o clergy, Al
upen one democtatic plank—bretheen.,
All elders, pastors, winisters, clclgy if
sow wil e the clecteld chiosen gt or by
the brethien,  Yon destroy the essen-
trd clement of Presbyterianism by pa-
tronnge an any torm. The elergy of the
Scoteh Charely are as mdependent of
the people as the Bishops<in the Lng-
lish Chureh,

Being brethren, Cheistinns are judi-
cradly boand to cacls other.  Take away
this bond and you mahe Congregation-
alism.  You destroy brotherhood. Our
demoetatie bretliven who limit govern-
ment to those whin worship in one house,
make stone and lime a fundamental
plank.  You do not destroy Presbyter-
tanism by the ascending narrowing seale
of ecleetion.

I have statedmy belief brietly. The

curse and ruin of religious papers
is long-winded, «<haustive srticles. I

see  you aure pestered with these
double column geutry.  Send them to
Jericho.

I could not be a Methodist—I speak
as regards governtaent.  With them the
people are nothing.  Suppose a body of
people were to elect their pastors or
clergy, and these elergy were to elect a
permanent hiead, T could join that body
call it by what name you please.

In conclusion if Presbyterians gener-
ally aré like the ex-moderator who
preached before the (ieneral Assembly
at Detrort on tho permanent and the
changing, 1 must be so plain as to say
they are not very clear headed.

Yours truly,
A HFEARTY WELL-WISHER TO YOUR PAPER.

SPIDERS.

spiders rre wonderful in structure ns
they are in their habits and general
cconomy.  Most of them have six eyes
on each side of the head, in two rows at
the point of the nipple like papillie. One
set are telescopie, while the other six
are microscopie.  Next, spiders are
right-handed, working more adroitly
with the right claw than the left in ex-
tending the words of n web.  The orfices
through which the sizy fluid isforced out
at will that instantly hardens into an
elastic thread, vary in number in differ-
ent families of spiders. In some of
them quite o number of threads unite in
the spinning process to 1nake a strong
Ime. Those minute openings are ter-
mini of ducts from the bags in which
web material is secreted, controlled by
sphincter muscles acting in obedience
to the will. All their movements in
weaving and wrranging s fly trap indie
cate circulation, and are therefore a
stop quite beyond blind instinet. An
examination of & broken eord—mending
it and seeking the best point for an
attachment to keep the web tense in all
directions, certainly exhibits thought.
Their manner of approaching entangled
game, securing each limb of the prisoner
artistically binding them so no resist-
anee can {)o offered that would be injuri-
ous to themselves before savagely cating
into their vitals is a marvellous proof of
the elements of the mind, far superior
to most of the quadrupeds, aund yet
spiders are without & braint Nothin
is more surprising in  the natura
history of this very common, but
poorly understood iuscct, than the
fevoeity of the female towards the
male, which she pounces upon when the
fertihzation of the eggs have been se-
cared, and rarely fails of killing him
instantlyr, and then feastsdeliberately on
tho mangled earcass. Without spiders,
which subserve the same important
purpose on land that sharks do in the
ocenn, vegetation could hardly survive
the unrestrained depredations of milliona
of vegetable-eating inscels. By the
silent warfare of spiders upou them their
too great multiplication is vegulated so
that & balance of power is maintained in
nature, essentinl to the preservation of
order without the oxtinction of any,
Spiders, therefore, humble as (hey are
in the scale of being, are just as ympor-
tant to the cumfort of man as many
higher orders that sesm to have a more
prominent claim to distinetion.
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