6 THE BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

ture, providing the publishers will give us a dizcount of 30 per
vent. not delivered, or 25 per cent delivered.

2. That we request the publishers to adopt the ** vet
system ™ on all school books, including text.books used in high
schauls und universities.

3. That the discount on school books be the same to all
in any quantity, and sold at a discount only to merchants,

4+ That we recommeml that the discount on net books to
all public aud other libraries be not more than 10 per cent.

5 Thaut publishers and wholesale houses be requested to
discontinue sclling goods at retail ut less than retail prices.

ti. That wholesale buokscllers and stationers be requested
to sell thar goods only to dealers who occupy stores.

7. That in view of the fact that the present condition of
cupyright in Canada is very unsatisfactory to Canadian book-
scllers, the Dontinion Gaverament be asked to appoint a com-
migsion, cunsistivg of authors, publishers nnd wholesale and
retail bookscllers, to report on the Canadian copvright
fucstion,

X. That in order to proteet the trade interests of the retail
huokscllers ind stationers throughout Canada, as well as
their general interests as retail merchants, that we continue
our organization throughout the Dominion as the Booksellers
nnd Stationers’ scction of The Retail Merchaots® Association
o} Cunada.

The resolutions were then tuken up voe by one and
thoroughly discussed. every member present entering heartily
into the discussion ot each.

An adjourfiment took place at 12.30 for luncheon, which
was provided by the Toronto members in the handsomely
furaished Temple Cafe roums.

AFTERNOON SESSION,

The mccting reassembled at 2 o'clock, and a discussivn of
the resulutions was continucd until 3 30 o’clock, when they
were finally edopted unanimously as above,

Central President cx-Ald. G. . St. Ledger was then intro-
duccd, and be delivered an excellent address upon the necessity
of all retmal merchants standing shoulder to shoulder to help
on the goud wark of the association.  He complimented them
upon the interest they had taken in the work of endeavonng
1o improve the condition of the book and stationery busines«,
as was evidenved by the attendance, reaching from Sudbury in
the north, Guoderich in the west, and Ottawn in the cast, and
he hoped that it was the heginning of a new erain the irade.
But he reminded them that they should take the largest view
they could take of the retail trade, and remember that as a
single hody they could never hope te accomplish anything of
great valae to themselves unleas they were supported in the
Lepislature by all classes of retail mierchants, who had a com.
mon mterest in making good laws for the protection of aly
merchants

A vote of thanks was then tendered to the central prosi-
dent tor his able and encouraging address, which was unani
mausly carricd. The central secretary then outlined the
mcithed and wanner under which The Retail Merchants'
Assocation of Caoada was organized and conducted, and
ahowed the advantages to be derived by the hookscllers and
stationers becoming urited through it as & section of that
hody.

Heshowad how impossible it wastorany vnc-line organiza-
tion to accomplish anvthing by themsclves, as their members
were hmited aml their intluence in Legislatures or municipal
coancils was non-chective, but, by having their tride interests
Looked atter through the association, they would rlso have all
peneral questions of interest s all retarlers carctully watched
by prud atfiaalc throngh o properdy conducted  business
argamzation.

He urgel all thuse present that when they went back 1o
theithowes o sct about interesting the merchants in thecities
and towns to form branch assuciations, it thev had not alreagdy
done 50, and when a sufficient number had expresced theirin-

tention of forming an organization, one of the officers would
visit them and explain the advantages of the association.

The members present thought it desirable to invite the
publishers and wholesalers to be present, so that they could
explain to them any clauses in the resolution they desired to
submit, and at 4 o'clock a number of the wholesalers and
publishers ntiended, and the resolutions referred to above,
which were of nterest to them, were rend and explained.
The publishers entered very fully into the consideration of the
questions submitted to them, and promised to give the mem-
bers all the assistance they could to bring about bettér trade
conditions.

1t was not the iatention of the meeting to demaud a reply
from the publishers and wholesalers to the various proposals
presented to them at this meeting, so. a further meeting will
be held, when the whole question will be considered and a
joint conference arrauged for to put the resolution in effect.

AN IMPORTANT CHANGE.

\What is likely to be one of the finest stores in Canada will
be erected shortly in Montreal by the well-known publisher,
bookseller and stationer, E. M. Renouf. For a long time a
large lot in an cxcellent business district, at the corner of St.
Catherine and University streets, has been vacant, and many
have been the speculations as to whose enterprise would build
up thecarner. It now transpires that Mr. Renouf has pur-
chased the langd and in the coming Spring will erect thereon a
seven-storey building of the tnost up-to-date kind; which,
architecturally, will be worthy of Montreal’s most fashion.
able shopping district. The building will be of Ohio sandstone.
It would be difficult to select a better soot for such a businesy
as Mr. Renouf conducts. Just in this vicinity all the leading
retail stores of their class have of late years congregated, and
within a very small area are such well-known extensive busi.
ness houses as Henry Morgan's, Birks'., Notman's and
Scroggic's.

Three floors of the new building will be used by Mr.
Renout.  There will be six large show-windowslooking out on
St Cathenoe and University strects The store proper, on
the ground fluor will be fitted up in the most modern style and
will be 17 feet high, with the addition of gallerics, giviog ensy
access to the offices and publishingdepartments. In the base-
ment a department will be devoted to the reserve stock of Mr.
Renoul’s own publications and those books which he controls
on this market.

The new store will be only a few dours from the present
lucation, where for 20 yvears a coustantly increasing business
has Leen carried on.  In those carly days very few stores were
tu be seen on this side of St. Catherine street, and wbat resi-
dences there were were mostly on the opposite side. People
then all wwalked cn the other side of the street, which was
usually dubbed the ** business side.” Nowadays it is an open
qucstion on which side the stream of waylarers is the larger.

The business was at first a part of the concern owned by
Dawson Bros., whose headquarters were situated on St.
James strect. It was & big business, and the firm opened this
hranch oo St. Catherine street in 1882, placing Mr. Renouf in
charge. 1t was the first veature of the kind among the retailers
of down town, and peoplethought it a plucks venture to open
so far from the business centre of the city. But by careful
management the new venture was made to pay from the very
start. From this small heginning the business has been worked
up to ane of the foremost of its kind in Canada.

The first hook they published was written by the late
Arthur Weir and was called * Fleur de Lis."" It was Lrought
out in ISST umler Mr. Renouf's name, as he was to take over
the business in 1855, and was a inancial success.  In facy, this
housc has acver published a book which, from a financial puint
of view, has been & failure, owing to the great care they exer-
cise in choosing the books.



