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A coRRESPONDENT of an exehange gives
at somne lengthi an account of the origin of
the wvord Il slang," the substance of which is
as follows: "Slangs were tDriginally convict's
fetters, and 'siangus talk,' the conversation
of the wearers of suchi; thierefore, sla-ng is
oniy an ahbreviat-ed name for tlue language
of thievjes, robbers, and ail kinds of criminals
and convicts."

Fortunately the majority of the patrons
of Ilsiangus talk " are not what they w'ere
in the early days of that language, or -per-
haps we might hear of something in the
shape of an action for siander.

We would not advocate the exterminatioti
of slang, for the reason that it bias furnishied
us xvith a few -words whose equals for pitli.
and brevity are not to be found in the dic-
tionary, and we cannot overlook their good
qualities. We have yet to meet the person
who would take the "long w'ay round "
to describe a condition of mind peculiar to
certain aggravating circumstances, when it
might be expressed in thèe simple word
""bored," or wvho would waste time iný heap-
ing together authorized adjectives in order
-to classify certain persons whiose -wbole is
summed up in the word "slhoddy."

Yet, neithier would we advocate the use
of slang, because in almost every case its
use is equivalent to its abuse, and people of
littie brains, either not kznowing liow to ex-
press themselves in good Englîsi, or Pot
having aîuy ideas to express, interlard thieir
speechi withi idiotic ejaculations and slang
phrases, whichi, as tliey suppose, supply
the lacking ideas, andi add tone and colou-
to their statements;' wl'ile rnany wvlio are
'%veil able*to converse fluently on any subject,
Iunconsciously acquire a habit of ernploying
like expressions.

Mùcch of wvhat miglit be termed i-nild slang
has its origin in exaggeration. A desire to
excite wonderrnent iii others suggests the
use of adjectives and ad.verbs t'jio extrerne in
their meaniîlg t.o be an)plied to flic thing
spokcen of; hence the abuse of tliat %vord
.qwful. In its riglit place it ougbit to inspire
the feeling it represents, but wlien constantly
connected xvitli wvhat is trivial inci ridiculous,
it loses any power it rnay have liad, and
i-ather excites laughter tlian soleîninity.
Thus people wl'ho exaggerate defeat their
own ends, and instead of the clesired im-
pression, none at ail is made.

Seeing, thien thiat no positive rule can be
made in re'gard to sl.ang, and that w"e aire
liable to pedantry and affectation on the
one hand, and to vulgarity and folly on flhc
other, it is best to be -g uided iii tlir, choice
of words by that last but iîot least of the
senses-comnimon sense.

THrz resolution of accustomning the ladies
to lecture, adopted sonie tirne ago in the
Society, lias been acted upon iin a ruanner
which so far lias proved highly sa.,tisfactor-y,
and we r~egret thiat this exercise hiad flot
been sooner engaged in. The purpose in
thius putting the oratorical and intellectual
talents of the young ladies to a someNvhat
unusual test, is not from any view wve'have
of preparing tluern ail for the rostrum or
platfor-m (althoug-h, slyp uld thiey be qualified,
we k-nowv of no reason to the opposite), but
merelv as an aid ini acquiring a greater
facility of speech and better conand of
language. At first there wvas, as a iatter of
couî*se, the usual embarrassment co'nsequent
upors such -an undertakzing; but this lias
worn aw-,a-y, and the desired change is rap-
idly taking place. We k-now of no way in
xvhichi an improvernent of such a nature as


