
MISSIONARY CAMPAIONER.

The Methodist Orplîanage, St. John's,
Newfoundland.

IN response ta a request for information rcgarding the
inception and managenment of the Methodist Orpxalnge,
St. John's, Newfoutidland, the Secretary writes:

"Th'le need af an orphianage lîad often been spoken af,
and in 1887 the idea toak liractical shape, largely tlîrougli
the exertialîs of tîxe late Rev. George Bayd. A cammxittee
was formed, a smnall house liired, and a collection taken up
here in this city for the purpose af defraying the initial
cxpenses-furxishing, etc. The numbers ripidly grev, and
the house was soon fauuîd ta be toa small for our require-
ments ; the idea of building wvas entertained, but round ta
be impracticable awing ta Jack of fuinds for the purpe~se,
the result being fonat a larger and mare suitable bouse was
hircd and equipped, and this latter is at prescrit ini aur
terancy.

Il iu will se by aur reports that aur charge, sa far,
consists entirely af girls, ranging in age (rom seven ta six-
teen years, and who number now twenty-three. Müst ai
thcm canie (rani aur small flslxing villages, iwliere the
people are, as a rule very poar, and from which we
receive very little pecuniary assistance, nearly aI the
money being collected here in St. Johîn's, the institution
thus becoming an additional burden upon an already over-
taxed commnunity.

"lSanie years since an effort wvas miade ta secure a grant
from the fuîxds af the General Conference, but 'vas unsuc-
cessful, tlîe refusaI being based upon technical grounds.
Here your Society stepped in; and, beginninig with a grant af
$200, made an annual appropriation ta aur funds, increas-
ing it from tîme ta time- the sum thus appropriated for the
current year beiuîg $500, ane-half af wvhich has just been
received, and whiclî grant has, needless ta say, been af
very great assistance ta us in aur work.

"lA few years ago, under the will of the late Hon. C. R.
Ayre, wvho had always taken a great interest in the Orphan-
age, and ta whose efforts the inception af tlîe undertaking
was largely due, we received a legacy af about $1 2,000,
wvhich was ta be devoted to the erection af an Orplîanage
building, and which ivas ta bc paid in instalments as the
work progressed.

IlSteps were at once taken ta avail aurselves af tlîis sum,
and plans for -1building were pracured, and, %vith a view ta
the reception of boys as well as girls, a snîall tract af land
%vas purchased about two miles from the city, where il %vas
designed ta give some t ..ning in farming, etc.

IlSome opposition ta this scheme developed, it being
thought by many that such an institution would impose to
great a burden upon the connexion for maintenance, and
the resuit %vas that the larger idea was abandoned, and it
wvas decided ta erect the building upon a piece of ground
situated within the town limits, and îvhich had been don-
ated for the purpose by aur Government.

"lBefore flnally placing the cantract, however, and hav-
ing in view the fact that Conférence was then Sitting, the
coxnmittee brought the inatter before that body for further
consideratian, considerable différenc2 ai opinion bcing still
evident as ta the desirablility af erecting a building of even
the canîpzratively small pretensions contemplated. l'he
result wvas that thc idea of a building was again d-iferrcd,
a,îd at the prescrit time il is designed to ercct a building
ta cast about $8,ooo, the balance ai the sum available lieiuig
funded ta muet probable future requirements.

l'The cbildren hitherto rcceived have nearly ail been ai

tender age, aitd few have been) Sent 01ui. Our aini is to find
suitable homes fur theui, and witb a coniplete, thougli
plain outtit, thcy are given a faiir start in lifé. In soine
cases, thc results have flot given unqualified Satisfaction ; in%
others, there is reasan to ledl that our %vork is wcil rewarded.
Iii this pirticulbr I suppose we share the experience of
sinxilar institutions clse-where.

IFroin the above, written hiastily owing to a pressure of
other work, you ivill gather thit the institution is scarcely
yet out of the experimental stage, and wc shall not con-
sier ourselves Iairly started unitil we ire iii our :.tw build-
ing. Our great care for the present is to take sucli .'ction
in this connection as sliall prove in the future to have becîx
well dirccted."

Alaska.*
Tiia following extracts, fronti a letter written h4wllissianl-

ary nt Point Hope, Alaska, wvill give saie orth
difficulties attending evangelistic and educatiqnal work
within the Arctic circle:

Il S)l be reniemibered wvhen the work amoilg these
Esquiniau>. is co , that unless tbe Governinent plan
of introducing reinder aniong theni is carried
out, the, ýan nevWqpýught èlse but hunters. Unlike the
Indians ut our western lands, they can nev'er beconie farnm-
ers, for what cati l> grown where the average annual
tenîperature is far below the free?.ing point, and the land
not Crue fraîin sniow, or tie riversand ponds froni ice, more
than sixty out of the 365 days of the yeari Again, there
is no rawv material hure ta be convertcd int nianufactured
goods for sale abroad. Each family builds its owvn bouse
and kills its own ment, the skins of the animais being made
by niothers and daughters into the clothing of the hiouse-
hold, constructs ils own boats, and, in short, if flot indo-
lent or intemperate, is sufficient unito itself. Thcy do not
require the clothing of white men, nor could they survive
the rigors of the chinate if they adoptcd it. 'l'le whlit!
man who would live here mut adpt their kincl af clothing.
There are flot thirty days in any year wlîen the clotbing of
civilizationi cati bc- vorn with saféty ,îorth of the Arctic
Circle. Tîxese niatives do ixat nleed aur cottons, calicoes,
muslins, linon, buttons, thread, slxoes, stockings, or sewing
machines, or mnny otlîer tlîings of which those rnentioîîed
are typical. They do îîced fîre-arnîs and aninunition,
soap ax.d towels, perhaps flour and sugar aîîd some liard-
ware, such as axes, knives and pots, and but little eise tused
in civilization.

"If, by the blessing of God, we cani brin-, then ta a
knowledge of His luve, and induce tlîen ta abandon dîcir
filthy and immoral habits, we shall have donc for theni ail
that, in the nature ar tbings, can be done. 1 know tlxese
views wvill flot accord with those of nîany whlo sttîdy this
problen froni a distance, but I aiso krxo% they arc truc.

THE suiJNDAY SFRVICE.S.

"The services begun last year wvcre resumned tîxe past
season as soon as tîxe natives returned froni tlîcir suuiniier
hunting, and continued withîout intermission until tîxe
wbaling season this year, the couigregations nunibering froni
fifteen ta fifty, according ta the weather. Slxortly aftcr %ve,
began the services Iast ycar, a large nunîber of tlîe natives
expressed a desire ta Iearn ta pray and ta observe the
Lord's day ; but it ver soon becanie evident that tlîey only
de-sired ta pray fo:, greatcr success in hunting. As to
observing the Lord's day, tîxat portion af the Divine lire-


