
MEDICAL SCIENCE

w'ouncl liad liealed b>' first intention, but %ve reluc-
'antly tore it open1 down to the oesophagus. On1
careful exanuination no bleeding vessol coulci be
found; the lîoemorrhage hacl evidently ceased spoii-
taneously, but the inferior thyroid whiclî liad been
dividecl îear tlîc wou id in the cesopluagus wvas
founci andI liga1tured w'ith silk. 'he wvound w~as
agaîin closed with sutures.

At 6 a.m. Saturday the pulse was 13,2, tenipor-
attire io004 1'. Whiskey \v'as added to tlîe enemas
of milk. H-e ;'onited a little blood twice cluring
the day, but 's'as ini botter condition in the e\,cniniic
tluan in tlue muoring, bis puise hlaving fallen to 100

and lu;s tenuperature to 98TF.
1le passed a conufortable night, and on Suinday

nuorning lus pulse antI teml)orature renuaineci the
saine as on thue evening before. 'Phe injections of
nuilk and whiskey, weî*e continuiec. In the fore-
noon lie took several sw'allows of tea niixecl w~ith
creanu, a portion of w'hich escaped througlu the
\vou nd.

About noon a profuse linorrhage from the
wound occurred. Dr. D)ent again aclîuuiîistered
chlorofornui, and 1 again o pened the %-ouinc. Thle

hrenorragewas so profuse tlîat it %v'as ver>' difficult
to find its source. B3> seizing. the tissues both
abov'e and below the point froin N'hiclu the hSnmorr-
hage came w~ith 'fait's scissor-forceps and drawving
thenu p)rtly out of the %vouind, I disco\,ered the
bleecliîg v'essel, soizeci it witli tlîc conunon artery
for-ceps, ancd ligatured il securely with silk. 'Fle
wound n'as tlien left open.

Ut this tinue tlue patient w~as exceedingly weak,
his pulse being i 50 and scarcely, percepti ble, f-l e
hiad taken no nourishmient b>' the stoinach for one
week, had b)een aiiio,-tlitized five tinues during that
w'eek, had sufferecl nuch pain and haci lost a great
deal of blood. W'edecidecl to I)ractice transfusion
to save iiîuu if possible. \\Te quickly procured a

piece of rubl)er tubing, to one endi of whîclu %vo at-
taclued a funnel and to tue othor a large aspirator
needle. I, exposeci tlue radial \'ein just above the
wrist (those higher up could not be seen), intro-
duced the needle into it, tlue tube and needle lia'-
iibeen filled, and into the fun-nel, held four foot

bove tic level of the arm, Dr. D)ent poured a pint
ind a lualf of warmi water conitainling, 75 grisOf
clul6ride of sodium, -7y2• grains .of carbonate of
sodiunm.

A decidcd inicrease iii volumie of tue p)ulse %v'as

ii md iately perceptible, and the profound depres-
sion sooni bcgan to clisappcar. Four hours after
the transfusion the pulse wsas 1,20, îwoderately fult
and strong, and th e paient expressed inîiself as
feeling stronger.

E nemiata of milk were continued, but at no
tîme since they %'ere begun dici tby seenm to afforci
hîm ni uch nourislimient, as hoe (11( îot retaîn theni
long. I uring the whole tine, even when the injec-
tions were suspended, lie had frequent desire to go
to stool. W'hen allovecl to get upl hie %vould sit
and strain as long as the nurse would permit.

On Monda), his pulse was i i, tem1)Orattlre
normal, toimgue dry. 1-lad hiad a restless night.
Was gîivcn smnall doses of calomnel anti morphine,
%'hich procluced quiet sleep, and on Tuesdlay caused
the bowcels to miove several tinies. 'l'lic dis-
charges consistcd of a dark, reddish. gyrumous
mlaterial, which wvas doubtless chiefly blood which
hiad passeci throughi the intestinal canal. 'j'le

pulse now rangred from i 2o to 1 3o and the tempera-
ture froml 970 to 980 F. 'lie patient wvas now re-
quired to takec a hiaîf glass of niilk every thiree
liours. The act of swallowving w'as accompanied by
a great cleal of pain, and a portion of the milk os-
caped froîn the external wvound, 50 that the patient,
althoughi hungry ant hirsty. almost rebelledaianst
our orders. 'There seenied also to bc a paralytic
condition of'tlîe pharyngeal muscles, for a portion
of the m-ilk Nwas ex!)elled throughi the nase. This
latter complication existed for but one day.

On \Vcdnesday, the seventh day after the opor-
ation, the patient took milk freely, and ate ice crain.
Probably onie-fouirtii of w'hat lie swallowed escapod
thrioughl die wvouncl in the iicck.

Froni this tinie on, rcco\,cry progrcssed wvithout
an>' interruption. About one nîonth fromi the date
of tlie operation the wound liad entirely licaled.
Vl'le prisoner gaineci fleslî and strength rapidly, antI

is now in nîuch botter condition than hoe Nvas before
lie swallowcc the glass, for one wcek ago ho escap-
cd gaol in broad claylighit, distanced aIl of lus pur-
suers, and lias since escaped capture.

'Plie recorcled cases of oesophaýgotomyi), accord-
ing to Aslîurst, number 65 '%'ith 52 recoveries.
Poullet says duiat oesoplîagotomy for the remiova-l of
foreigni bodies lias beeni iracticed about 4o tinues,
but does not give the resuilts. Aitkin, according
to J. Kelly J3arton, of D)ublin, in an article in the
Ai/nals of S;urge;y), \Tol. vi., No. i., JUlY 1887,


