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THE HOME 07 CHOLERA.

Kocbi, in a late address on choiera (Mfed.
rr8ss and Cir.-Detroit Jicncet) says that

the only focas of choiera is the Gauges
Delta of India. The upper portion of the
delta is iniîabited, but the base com-
prising an area of seven thousand five
hiundreci square miles, is uninhabitable. Iii
it. the great streams, Ganges and *Bralnma-
pootra, lose thiemselves in a network of
water courses, in wvhic1i, with the ebb and
flow of the tide, the sea water mixed Nwith
the river outflow, moves backward and for-
ward and at flood tide covers wvide reachiesý
of the triangle.

A rank vegetation and ricli fauna have
developed in this unnhddibted country, inac-
cessible to human bemgs, because of the in-
undations, tigers and lpestilential fevers
which. attack ail whio attempt, to, stay long in
this region. The enormotus mass of organie
inatter always Nvet, and a1lvays bot as a
tropical sun can make it, furnishes ail the
conditions for the rank developmnent of micro-
organisms. ýVhen under these conditions it
is remnembered that enormous quantities of
dejecta are heiug constantly caî'ried into
this putrefying maass, nothing, seeins to bc
-%anting, to proniote the worst of organic
growths.

If once the chiolera P~ernis be cast into this
cessp6ýol, it is not clear-1îowv the development,
of choiera in those -%vlo live adjacent to it
can be a-voided.

It must also be remembered that each of
the bouses in the country bordering this cess-
pool, cau only be constructed by diggiîn
deep) hole fî'om. which sufficient earth shall
be obtained to make a foandation sufflciently
abov~e the marsh to avoid inuindation. These
lioles become filled vith. water. From thiem.
the natives get water, in theni they wvash,
and into thlein flows more or Iess of their
dejecta.

As the hioles bave been fihled up, and a
pure water supply aiforded, so lias choiera
disappeared. As a proof eof this, in addition
to, otiler fants hoe gives the history of Calcutta.
The fort is not sewered, and cannot be.
Foî'merly the garrison was attacked by
choiera every year. But in 1860 attention
was paid to, the water supply, and from that
date choiera has disappeared from the foi t.
Ail other conditionb remain exactly the saine.
The only difference wvas iu the water. As
this has continuied for nearly a quarter of a
century:, it is faic to believe that the soldiers

in the fort took the choiera from their drink-
ing water.

The spread of choiera by the millions of
pilgrims whio jourlîey to, Mecca, drinking
and defecatîng and washing in the sanie
pools, is fanuiliar to ail, but it stili further
sorves to establish the author's proposition.

TnE TOR0ONTO SANITARY ASSOCIATION,
we are pleased to iearn, seenis to be in a
fiourishing condition. At the regular
monthly meeting in November, in the
lecture rooni at tho school of Techînoiogy,
Mr. Henry Langley, the president, occu-
pied the chair. Mi . Alan McDougall,
(J. B., &c., secretary, announced that thxe
nýWmbership wvas then 90, a great increase
since its organization 5 or 6 weeks before.
A numiber of new momber8 were elected.
Dr. Ellis deiivered a lecture on "Drink-ing
water "-in the course- of which lie said,
the water of the Ottawa wvas comparative.
ly pure, having only about four or five
grains of mineri to the gallon. The
TJhames contained about fifteen grains. The
St. Lawrence contained from tcn to, twelve
grains. In some lakes there were only
f'our or five grains to the g&iilon, whule in
lake Ontario the water containcd nine
grains to the gallon. The matter con
sisted of sulphates, carbonates, and chior.
ides of lime, magnesia and sodium and
other substances.

SQUALLID DWELLINGS AND INTEMPERt-
.4NcE.-iRepeatediy and years ago lias this-
JOURNAL urgý,xd that the wretched dwell-
ings of the poor lead to intemperance. iBy
negi ecting the great i ndustrial t; .asses,
the more refined, the educated and thc
well to do are dragged down in a
measure and suifer, often in health, often
in morals, and hence, it becomes directiy
to the interests of these latter to help the
poor. At thxe lato meeting at St. Louis
of the American Public .Etealth Aýsocia-
tion, a papor on thic squalid dwellings of
poor, ivas contributed by Dr. Chas. W.
(Jhancellor, secretary of the State Board
of health of Maryland. Rie said the
que:ýtion had a most important bearing
upon the public health.ý It was Most
important that the public shouid knowv
the exibting state of things and apprehend
the .hazard and risk wvhich was involved
by their continuance. If an investigation


