
TIHJE CANADA IMEDICAL RECORD.

Starkweather's theory is ingenious, and contains
much truth, but is yet far fron proven. As our
knowledge and experience increase we tuay kinow
more of nature's methods. but it is highly imipro-
bable that we wiLl ever gain the powier to regulate
sex, for such power wouId be piejudicial to the
best interests of the race. During cuuntless ages,
the diversity of nan's environment, the unceasing
struggle for existence, the survival of the fittest,
and the g-radual development of ie race bave
continually, through barbarism and civilization
alike, determuiined those. laws pf reproduiction

whiclh weIe fron time to tiue most counduieL -
iman's welfare. Nature's e>erienc is grea ter thaln
ours ; ber wisdon, patience and unselifsbness are
greater than ours lier balane more justly Cli-
puised tlan ou rs. But, th->ugh we cannot supplant
her, we may learn important lessonis by ab,erving
her nethods. The careful study of sex-formation
should throw much light upon the mysteries of here-
dity, and enable us to foresee , and possibly fore
stall, many family taints or predispositions. The
knowledge that a grandfather's peculiarities are
liable to be propagated through his daughters to
his grandsons should. help us to grapple with such
diseases as dipsomania, hæmophilia, or gout.

If, in any degree, it be true that the superiority
of the parent is a powerful factor in determining
the sex as well as the strength of the offspring, it
must be equally truc that the deterioration of the
parent will cause deficiency or deterioration of the
opposite sex in the succeeding generations.
If, then, the modern craze for the " higher educa-
tion of 2oomei " goes on unchecked till their
physical powers are sacrificed to so-called mental
culture, the prospects for coming gencrations of
men will be dark indeed, and Miltons or Shake-
speares wiIl be welil-nigh impossible. But nature's
unerring balance eventually rights aIl things ; the
enfeebled progeny' of weak, uCrotic parents inevit-
ably succùminb before the vigorous offspring of
the healthy and robust, for the fittest inust survive.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

The central attraction for the niedical man ii,t-
ng l'ondon is her hospitals and medical mnuseums.

Whiîether they " do these things better in Vien4a,"
as the -Teutonophilist says they do, rernains to be

seen ; but there can he no question about the great
advantages hiere open to the student who wvil avail
iimîself of thîem. The endless amount of iatiei jal
that cones to hand in the various general and
special hospitals makes iL possible to study aIl dis-
eases in all shapes.

J have noticed that very fewx- students or attaciés
of one bospital nlow nuich about the service of
other Institutions, and you can accordingly easily
understand how difficult It is for o>ne having less
tlan six weeks to devote tu stuldy liere to acquire
moire than a superficial notion of the 1elative
me rits of the numerous tea:heis and cliics with
wt-hich ILo:lion is studded. Iwe1ver i shaill give
yiu my impressions, sich as they are, with the
assance ilhat th1e ien and things whereof I speaik
wxere perso>nally inv-estigated.

1 iave been frequîeitîly told that in this city and
its suburbs professional competition is veu-ry 1een,
and that the good old days of the guinea fee are
going quickly by. Also, that in the loxver stata of
professional life private dispensaries vhere mcdi-
cine and advice can be had all the way fron a
shilling to half a crown are not uncomnon. Ji)
spite of these statements my intercourse with all
sorts and conditions of practitioners here does not
lead me to believe that life is any harder with theim
than in our colonial towns. I am certain of this,
that they are a more leisurely class. Whether that
be due to the phliegmatic style of doing things
which everywhere contrasts with our nervous
American routine I am unable to deterinine, but I
an sure we have something to learn fromn our
English brethren in this respect. Probably tie
first thing in respect of disease that strikes tthe
stranger is the large proportion of rachitic, tuber-
cular and scrofulous affections that one daily secs
in the Ouit-patient Departnents as well as in the
wards of all the hospitals.

I an inclined to believe that syphilis is more
frcquent than we have it, and I amn sure skin
troubles are in greater variety, if not in greater pro-

portion, than in Canada.
Barlow, of the great Ormond St. Hospital for

children, stated the other day that of all /ost-mor-
/ems held there tubercle is found in the proportioi
of 6o per cent. We have not far t6 look for the
causes of this state of things. London is one
examîple of lie rule that the poverty and misery
of a city are in inverse proportion to iLs wealth.
Lad and insufficient food, close unventilated houses,
narrow streets, foui air,-all these combine to pro-
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