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Ta order to distinguish spasmodie croup frofn these two ducnsea, thc
fllowing points deserve attention:

{n juflammatory or primary croup, the mucous membr.me of the
larynx and trachea is primary affecicd, the attendant fever-—symptom-
atic of the local discase—is.of an inflammatory character, the.exuds-
tiodl in the mr-pamges rapidly concretes to form. an adveatitious ot
false membrane, giving rise to the well-known symptemis, viz: the’
strill croupy-cough, stridulous voice, laborious and suffoeative breath-
ing, &c.;and lastly, the attack is generally the result of expdsurc to’
cold and wet, and is usually precedeéd, for a day or two, by symptoms
of slight catarrh, as cough and hoarseness, &c.

In Diptheritis, the affection of the larynx is secondary to diseasa of
tansils and pharynx, is preceded by general disturbance nnd accompa<
zied by fever of a typhoid character. There mdysphagxa and frequent-~
ly & very fetid breath, and the disense, when it -ocears, is epidemic and
oontagious.

In Laryngismus Stridulus, the most characteristic features are the fol-
lowing :—

1, Thesuddenness of the altack, without any premonitorysym pfom.s,
general ar local, that would lead to the anticipation-of its approach.

2, The peried of its commencement, viz.: during sleep. As gener-
ally happens, the child is perfectly well during the day, p}nys about
eheerfully and actively, becemes somewhat tired and peevish at night
and.impatient for bed, and probably after two or three hours’slecp, it
weddenly ewakes, labouring under the symptems of larvngeal irritation
and spasm.

3. The rapidity of its progress and of its fatal terminatien, which
aag been kuown to take place four hours afier the commencement of
1he atlack.

&. Complete absenes o the inflanmatery pulse and sometimes of the
slightest febrile excitenwnt. This is especially ohserved when the
attack first comes on, but ia a Jhwrt time, the repeated spasms, the diffi~
cult and suffecative bremhmg, give rise (o extreme restlessness of the
patient, when the skin breemes warm and the pu]sc quick and irrituise,
Caze must, therefore, be token not to attribute this febrile disturbarce -
10 a Jocal inflammation of the larynx which does not exist,

5. The local characters of the complaint are—the shrill trembling
stridulous voiee—the croaking sound, heard in the larynx during respira~
tion, and becoming very distinet on coughing—the paroxysmal nature « ©
the sough, which returns at different intervals, and threatens imme



