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àgreed with us in our view of the importance of such returns, and pro-
inised to get the Corporation, if possible, to take action in the matter.
We waited patiently for the appearance of these reports, and at length
otr eyes wcre gratified by the publication of the first weekly " Bill of

Mortahty.' A mere glance sufficed to satfy us. that. as f.ith fl returns
of the diseases fatal to oer fellow citizens, they vere iiothing more or
less than a perfect farcc. Anxious as wc were to give then place in
onr pages, they were so glaringly unperfect,we concluded that we could
nct spare room for sucli utterly useless matter. Three of these " Veek-
ly Bills" are now lvmg before us, and our readers wll duly appreciate

iheir charactcr, froni the fo:lowng analysis in part. We nay mention,
that these thrce have been selected indiscriminately, that, in fact, ez
wec ornzcs discc. Dlnring three weeks there occurred 167 deatlis in the
c.ty of Montreal. 0i these. 31 are reported as having died of INFAN-
-n.E DEBILITY. Could anything be more vague or uncertain than this?
With fev exceptiors, diseases of children might be said to termiinate in
infantie debîiity. Fifteen are said to have died of F"verr. What kind
cfFeverwe woild ask ? Jntermittent Fever--lemittent Fever-Com-
mon centinued Fever-Relapsmg Fever-Typhoid Fever or Typhus
Fever? Four were cut off by Inammatzn. Inflamu.ation of what
part ? Five died of Discase (f thc Heart. Hope, one of ihe greatest
authonrities on Diseases of the heart, treats of these affections under
twenty d:fferent heads. Fourteen children are reported as having died
of trthtng. Now, althugh many chuidren die during the process of
tec thang, it is comrnncly from the supervention of secondary affectioas of
the nucoas reiribranes, and the nervous zystemî. \We might extend our
reiiarks, but we have s;îd cnough to shew tLat returs on this systern,
or rather no system, are not worthy of space i'n a scienîtIfic journal. Our

readers w;j nu' bame us, thîerefore, if we object to uldlish the " Bils
of Mortalhty for the city of Montreal." We hve n hpe, however, that
at ime future period, not far distant, a correct and effective registration

f the causes ci dcath wfll Le adorted throngboat the Province, and,
:e uve no ds .- , trom wvhvt w, have heard ' Mi. Iattcn, that lie
wculd cheerfîi:y Carry It out.

Stnce writmg the above, vwl Qci the Censius R*ce¡.ur, bas corne to hiand,
froin we gleh c ean th*:t the caacss cf de:athî wre tken by tI Ena-
mE3raturs ; t.hese gentlemen havmgi receivud ther irmation in ieach
case froin iriends of the deceaed. As m.ghtc be xpCt'd, the report is
a very nperfect aid wortless one. Notw.vithstanding the opinion of
the Secr-tary to t:e contrary, therc 2s nlot, o ir op0iw, one feature of
.ntercst in :he returnc-or can one rcl deduct 1, lo drawn from


