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-h antidotal power. of the substance used ; for a hunman being is
1  

Owinr to the symliptois of poisoning which have followed the
never likely to swallow, as this experiment assîurts, tlc poisoni use of such becf, butter, and cieese, the Americat governtment,
and antidote together. In the case of prussic acid, more tIhan nu Icauscd a medical inquiry Io be instituted into tite matter ; and it
that of any other poison, it is tecesatrv that the alleged antidote is probable that hey wil] adopt the recommendation ot te re-
sloild produce ils encFLts wien adinistered a few seconds or porters, i.e., proibit its sale. In the event of tis occurring, it
minutes ofter hlie acid has been tai;ee. On adding a snail quan- has ben euggested as nit improbable, that titis poisoned food nay
tity of the mixed oxides to about one drachn of prussic acid, find ils way into Etgland. and from ils cheupness, be diffused

agitating and rapidly filtering, I found the poison still existing in amnong the poor. IL would therefore be advisable, that practition.

pretty large quantity in tite îiltered liquid. I have reason to be- ers should be on their guard, and note any suspicious circum.

heve, hlowever, tha tlie chemical change wvould h*ave been expe- stances that mna rise. As we are without a system of medical
dited by the use of a larger quantity of fite mixed oxides; and as police in Enghnd, it is not lilely that government will have

they are anert, there is no objection to their being given in vcry il in ils power to proiibit the sale of such food, until miany

large doses. At any rate, it m 1:t, I think, he admlîitted, that, cases of te serioizs cíïects produced by it have occurred.
both in a chetnical and paitmlogical point of view, no remeadv for There is anioher more coamoton article of food, namely, bread,
prussic acid his hithiertu ben propsed, with a greater prospect of upon which somle observations have heen lately made by toxico
success than this possessr. If it should fail, ils failure cannot be logists. In tie Jionale d'Hygiiene, 1843, pp. 35 and 347, will be
aseribed so much to ny defet ir ils chemical operation as to found commnications on this subîject fron M. l'I. Guérard,
the extrardinary rapidity with which the pois'n acts upon the Chevaler, atd Gauitier de Clanbry. The changes which take
systenm. Tic ulixed oxidies of iron niv be prepared froin lite place in thte decomposition of flour and bread, and the production

slphalte, anil kept in aclosely.stoppered bottc, filled with weter of varions kinîds of nouidiness, are lcre intvestigated, together with

previous!y dejprived of air by boiling. Prot-xide of iroii may be the elects of such bread upin tihe animal Slysitm. It would ap-

spcedily obtained in large qtartitiy by agitating trou îling wahpar tat in sene parts of France te peasantry manifest no re.
solution of sulphurous acid for a few ittes; fitrring, adding pugnîance to the catintg of ikouldy bread; and that ru mtany in-
caustic potash, and washitg the prcipitate with weltboiled wVa- stances the practice appears to be attended with no ill effects.
ter. IL is important to stat, ttat peracfide of iron, (lite substance The nature of the mnould produced, however, i, subject to great
used in cases of arsenical poisoniyrr,) catot, in tiis case, b sub- variation and it is nol improbable, as M. Chevalliersuggests, that
stituted for the mixed oxides ; althoug it may serve to mllix with in soie cases a poisonous principle is actually developed. In two

tite protoxide prepared in tite way just described. 'Tlie peroxide insrtnces of ciildren, who had partaken of mouldy rye.bread,
of iron alore wil not form Prussian bhre utîder any cîrmtnces sy mtptorns resemblmg those of irritant poisoning supervened. The
with prussic acid. In poisomtng by the essentia oil of bitter cotttenance was red and swvullen, tite tongue dry,,the pulse
almonds, or by cyanide of potassium, lte nixcd oxides of iron are quick, thera were violent colics, with pain in the head and intense
equally applicable; and in one case related in this Report, of thirst. Vornitirg ani plrging suprvened wiîth a state of collapse,

poisoning by the oil of hLter aimonds, lite antidote mtight, ltad it but the children evcntually recovered. These symptons were
bean tien known, have been tused, andi have accelcrated recovery. rscribed to the producton of "1 rnucor mucedo" in the bread. In
It is possible, indeed, ltat it tay become of more frequent use 1823, alarming effects having followed froin the use of a certain
as an antidote to the oil, than to prssic acid. With respect te kind of bread in Paris, M. Birriel was called upon te determine

cyanide of potassium, ve nay at oice administer a solution of whether or not any irritant poison had becone accidentaly tîter.

green suiphate ttf iron to the patient, as tlue oxides are iitmtediate- tmixed with it. The bread vas simply in a mouldy sate; there

ly prccipitated by contact with the sali, and Prussian ilue iS was Ito tracc of poison. I. is unnecessary to enter furtier into
fortead. In the short accut whincn I have secn, tire MesVs. this subjielct; the facîs adduced, together with experiments per.
Smith appeared 10 have corinfeilited their observations to the effcts formed on aminals, show that bread in a state of mouldiness, ttay
of te oxide ou pressic aid. rinot only iodece symptoms i poiîoning, but actually cause

Animal irriteas 1n alatî nomber cf the Edinburgh Iledi- death ; ànd it is imtppssible te distinguisi tie noxious from the
cal and Surgical Journa!, (July 1844,) il is observed, in refereice inrnlxious ktnd of tould, lite use of all bread in such a condition
to the poisoious properties of the fleshr of diseased anitmals used ishoild be avoided.
as food, that " in Aiierica there are certain regions, extending Even freshr brcad tnay occasionaily seriously affect the body.
for mrany miles in length and some miles in breadtlh, on the lier- Te brown bread of Lundon has been linown to produce vertigo,

bage of which, if an animal feeds, ils milk and Veshi acquire poi- lethargy, and other unpleasant symptomw, indicative of ain affee.
souslri properties, yet itscif cnjoys tolerable heanlt. Tie d:ecase tion of tire brain and nervouîs syster. This ias been ascribed,
which the use of te fleshr or tilk Of lite animals fed on these dis- iti Fomte probability, to the Il iolium temulentum" becoming ae.
tricts produces is knovn over all Aunerica by tie nane of tire cidentaliy mixed with the corn. Rye-bread is net nuch used in
milk.siknss, or ' trembles.' AIl the infeeted spots occur nest of this country, but tie presence of the ergot might here, iu
the Alleghanics ; and it is well know, ta of the carlIy enigrants soie cases, account for the symr-ptotms whicit have been ob.
whole comtinities, on account of tile prevalice of this malady served.
in a particular localitv, which is genierally distirictly ciremnscrib- SLuhate of potash. Tire question whether this is te be regard.
cd, vere often compciled t seek another; and even at this dai, ed as a poisonous salt, of an irritant nature, fas been much de.
those wio venture wiitin tire butindaries of an infected district, hated within the last year atong numobers of the profession,owing
are constrained. as a condition of lteir residence, to abstain froma ti a case which was tried nt lite Central Criminal Court in
the flesh of tire cattle living vi thie saie limits, as well as October, 1843. (The Qceen v. fHavnes.) 'lie prisoner itd
from the milk and its prepuratiorms. It appears front the late re- givan to the deceased, the night bofore lier death, two ounces of
report of Drs. Hosack, Pot, and Chilton on this subject, that in su!phate of potash, dissolved in water; and it was alleged that
somte of these infected

1 
districts, the inbabitants, withl a recklessa she iad, a Iortnigtiii previously to this, takctr, in divided doses,-an

s cf iunîttan irfe which seems incredible, carry te butter n 1 mueit -as a quarter of a puund of the sait. The woman aupposed
cheese wlici the y tlemaelves dare not cat to the mtrkets of tIh herse'f o be pregnant, which was disproved by an exam.
towns west of the Alliteghties, and hat Itus there are frequently intion Of the body ; and il was charged that the prisoner had
protduced symptoms of puisniung and even death, foru wcte given ber le salis witih te in tention of causing a miscarriage.
madicalattendat cauntot accont, or ho is ided toeconsidras AftCr ite last dose, site was scized with sickness, and died within
somne new or anunmialous fbrt of disease. From the -ame report a very short Lime- The stonach was fouid empty, but highly
ve Icarna tliat tire cattl froa tliese districtsare sent in greatdrives infhmd, and therc vas blood effused on tue brain. One muedi.

over the mountains, but in order to deceive the Iuyers asto the cal witness referred death to hlie action of tits sait as an irritant
place whence they coume, they bring teirm to Ne-e York by ri poison; the other to apoplexv, as an indirect result of a violent
southern.roule, and style tlirem ' southren cattle. The flesh c vomit caused by te sait. The prisoner was acquitted of the

thesô attiniais produces, in those wlo maklc use of it, syntnoms of charge of murder, but subsequently found guilty of administering
aggravate9 . choiera morbus. The tisceca of th ammals ar the drug with the intent to procure abortion. Both of the witnesses
oftenl fouird diseascd, and ithe livers abriost invariably so." admitted that, in smtall doses, ite sait as innocent; but that in

hoee dose cf to oees it w-ould produco dangerotis effets, A.
be u a re lime resorpo to am i a s O portion of the sulphate in this case ivas exatiiied by Mr. Brande,
autidote may be introduced Dy a stomtach-pump, las it was suspected that some poisonous substance might have


