
Periscope.-On the Employment of Comprcssion in .Rneurism.

short of apoplectic. MUr. Jameson meant to test the pro-
perties of this agent more fully in a day or two in a case
for amputation ; at the same time it was a remedy which
ought to be used, he thought, with some caution. While
the boy above alluded to was under its influence, there was)
each time an irresistible fit of crying, the tears ran down the
cheeks. He had subsequently no recollection of what had
occurred further than that the sensation had been a pleasur-I
able one, and that the hearing w'as obstructed.

Mr. Cusack said it was by experience alone that we
could hope to arrive at any definite results on this interest-
ing subject ; he would therefore only letain the society for
a moment or two wvbile hie aIdded thle little that bie himiself
had as yet any opportunity of ascertaining respecting it.
A strong healthy peasant girl was broughxî to Steevens'
Hospîtal, into whose foot a needle had passed sone tirne,
before through the bail of the grcat toe along the sole of
the foot. Notwithstanding the extensive use cof the knife
required here, amongst structures, too, so abundantiy sip-
plied with nerves, this girl, placed under the influence of
lhe vapour, never winced or expressei the slightest sensa-
lion of, pain. Ne might (Mr. Cusack said) as well have
eut a piece of board, so complete was the insensibility. Mr.
Cusack observed the blood io be of a very dark colour,
and the muscles very flaccid ; the dark colour of the blood,
it was possible, he said, might have been partly owing to
his having cut across a vein while incising the muscles.-
Dublin Medical P 'res.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF COM.-
PRESSION IN ANEURISM.

By O'BRtYF.NBCWGuN M.D., F.R.C.S.I., one Of the Medical
Officers of St. Vinccnt's Hospital.

Advantages of compression over Ute ligature-Compression
effects ihe cure of aneurism by simpler and safer means than
the ligatrue; this method of treatment more certain and more
permaneq1 than thai by the operaiion-Causec of the relurn of
pulsation in an aneurisn subsequent to the operation.-Objec.
tions to the treatment of aneurism by compression answerd-
Concluding remarks-Sunmnary.
Notwithstanding that the amount of evidence which has been

adduced in favour of the treatment of aneurism by conprePsion
is' perhaps greater than has ever been brought forward within so
short a period in support of a novel method of treatment, th3 case,
in whict it ias been employed, forning, I may sav, one unbroken
chain of successful results: ct surgeons who have not seen it
uscd, or who arc accustomed to rely sole!v opon the ligature, may
ba slow in adopting what they may still look upon as au innova-
tion.I. Lshall therefore now endeavour to point out the advai.
tages which this method of treating aneurism lias over flic liga-
ture; and by instiuting somie kind of comparison bctween theim,
endeavour to do away with the objections wîiich have or may be
urged against compression.

It will, i believe, he admitted, thiat an anciisrm once formed,
bas a constant tendency to incrcase in siza; that, as it enilarges,
the parietes of the sac become thinncd (more particularly if its
progresa has been rapid); and that these effects arc die to the
distending force of the iblood exercised upon the interior of the
esac. Now, if the latter can b taken off, the enlargement of the
ancurismal sac would necessarily be put a stop to, before it had
attained anv considerable size ; and its parietes would thus be
prcoented fron becoming thinned., The first cftect, than, of
pressure upon the artery hetweenic the aneurism and the heart, is
to dmimnish or take off the distending force of the blood, the
tunir'is imnediately reduced in size, urd hecomes more or less
flaccid; the distension from pressure to which the parts about it
had been subjected b'cing' thus removed, the pain which rany
patients labouring under anxeurisui suifer from In the affected limb
is relieved. Whcn the aneurisnal sac ias thus bean kept sta-
tionary: for sdme time, althougli no other change should take
place.' its.parietes will be strcngtlicned rather tian thinned; and
the danger of rupture of tie sac will be greatly diminished,
Jdced spany of t1e cases on record, wyherc z ircurnscribed anle.

rism becane diffucrd, necessitating amputation of the liînb, would
probably have been saved by the timcly application of compression
t the arctery between the aneurism and the heart. Ilowever, we
lnîow that the sanie measure which takes off the distendiag force
of the blood from the interior of the sac, and wich ch c- its
firther increase, vill at the saine time bring about otlier changes
in the sac itself, whichi vill iot only prevent it fron cnlarging, but
will, if persevered in, effect the cure of tihe discase.

That compression efFcts the cure of aneurism by more simple
and snfer imeans tian th-c ligature-that the treatment also is more
certain.-and thlat the requit is likely to b more permanent than
whenî the ligature is enployed-I shall now endeavour to prove.

That compression effct s hlie cure of aneurien by more simplr
neans tian the ligature is evidence'd by the facts -ist. liat the
mode in whiehî tie consolidation of the aieurisn is brought about
hv cixpression is exacily the same -s that in whicl a iatural or

Sspontanrous cure oceuis: and 2dly, betauxe wvhen a cure is
(i cted by compression. the vessel is obhterated merely at the
site Cf the arneurisni ; whercas wlein a ligature is applied in the
usual situation at soet distance fromn the tumour, fite arterv is
obliterated bth at the sent of the ligatie and ut the seat or*the
arsenrîsol. I-Jerice if ie eas4y te tirdërstand ivlîv, svhen secondary
'iarîrrae ftlowed ti operatiu, fixe application of a second
ligature higher up so seldoi socceeded; and we can hardly be
surprised nt gangrene attaeking a limb, the main artery of which
is obliterated pt threc different points.
- That compression effects Lie cure of aneurisi by safer means
than the ligature is also evident, because its cnploynent can be.
intermitted and resuiied according to circumstanîces; and b.
cauce ln ill consequences hîave hitherto resulted froi its use. On
the othxer land, the ligature of a large artery is always a preca.
rious operation ; whei if s once applied, we must await its sepa.
ration befores the patient c:xxm bc considered out of danger; and
when it fails, which frequently happens, the case aliost always
terminixates unfavourably, not from the inercase of the disease, but
from the operation performed for its relief. The artery in whicil
anrurisi (after the norta) is most frequent, is the popliteal, and
the ligature of the fémoral artery fer poplitcal ancurism is iMore
frequtcilv ninsiîecessfuil than that of any other artery of equal
size. Mr. Benjamin Phillips collected fity.nine cases from various
sources in which this vessel lad been tied, in thirty.nine of whicl
it failed ; and ahhlxouîgh (as Mr Storks observes) the accuracy of
these itatistics mîîay be denied, , yet every sirgeon mîust allow
tiat the deligation of a main rtery for uneuris!n is an operation
(notwithstan dingf the successful resulits soie practitioners can
hoast of) attended with great risk." On the other hand, I have
gicn a list of t wentv-sevei cases of ancurism treated by com.
pression of the femoral artery, in twcnty-five of whiclh it sue.
cecded perfecfly; of the otixer two, one died of erysipelas before
the cure was completed; the otier was operated on at the pa.
tient's urgent reqnest, and recovered. A mode of treatment
t hielure which is exempt frein alI risk lias nanîy advantages on
the scre of, lumanity, which alone ouglt te coistitute a strong
argument in itsffavour.

The treatment of ancirismuby compression is more certain tian
that by the ligature. Wc have already scen that the operation by
ligature, howeevr carefully perforied. is a precarious one, and
that it frequently fails; that secondary liemorrhage from ulcera-
tion of the artery at the site of the ligature or phlebitis not un.
frequently follow it; or that suppuration of the sac, lieiorrhage
from if, or gangrene of the extreiiiity. mxay ensixe. Now, nonie of
tiese tinfortunate results have ever attended the treatmuent by
compression. nor are any of themîî aver likely te fbilow it ; because,
in tbe first place, no injury wliatever is iuflicted upon citer the
artery or vein at the site of fite pressure; and secondly, because
the aneurisnal sac, and the part of the artery frxom vhich if
springs, ara graduatïy filied up lby fibrille, separated from the
blood and deposited in1 ftie same way as whien nature curas iter-
nal aneurisn.

That a cure effected by compîuressioni is more likely' to be per.
manient than wlien fite ligature lias been used, and that pulsation
cannot return after the employmuexnt of compression, as sometimnes
lias happcned after the operation, ighit b iuferred frou the
manner in whici tie cessation of pulsation is brouglt about; and
it is, proved by the pathological facts alrcady adduced. In oe
intance, where the patient lad beci under treatment by coi.
rressiorî, btut died nrcvlonis to the cssationu of ptil8at;ox ilu t1 o
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