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ETUEBR INEBITY.

For a period of niearly fifty years the use of ether as inl Iin-
toxicant has been common in certn parts of Irland. Lately
it is said this practice has extended to Eîgland and S:otland,
a md in sose parts has reached alarming proportions. A leading
article in a recent numiber of the Lawet d irects special attention
to the injaries, immuediate and rem3ote, fo!!oning this mnethod of
iritoxCe8iion. Tihe writer gives ai account of an ezher-driing
scene witnessed in' Ulstçer. The ether was served out in wine-

lasses. The drink•er Erst washed out his meouth with a draught
of cold water. and after that tossed off a wine-giassful of ether
"'nate.'as it 'was said, drinikinig it q.uickly. almoet at a gflp.
Both mnen and' women< took rart inis indulgence. and nere
speedily brought intîo»a state• of intoxication. uiore or leas com.-
plete. The practice of erber drinking in Ireland dates frome the
time of Mathew. TLia great t perance reformer ucceeded

ini c.om-ineing several aiillion lrichmaen that whihkey driking
was very' injuriious. but bis 'good worLa were in the majoriy. of
eases of short duratio. Ether being recommen~ded by a few
as asumulant. which caused exhularation but niot wrVxcauen.

the people n±aturally v.ere not siow v, test its po0wer. andV unb

.the result that at the eresent timeC there meC a great nJumber o

ycotirmed erber mebriates.
Isecharacter 'of ether intoxication difers considerabNy frou.

±liat 0faleohol. The prehieraary pienrkb of excten>e: : is maore
>maried. but ahorter ini duration. Hf the cuaaity taken is

suf!eiently large, the stupor state. ahbLough brief. is profobund,
.and mnay prove fatal. Owinig to its bein±g rapidly elimintated,


