
THE OUTLOOK

IN THE DAYS OF THE HIIGHWAYMEN.

In the good old times, when travelling vas
more of an adventure than now, a coacli was lum.
bering lieavily between London and Brighton. It
had not got half way cre it was stopped by higi.
waymen.

"Don't mention the word 'boots,' wiatever you
do," whispered one old passenger to another,a liard
featured, spare mian; "you see I have £150 in mine."

The higlhvaymnen did tlieir work carelessly,
for they wanted to be oiT again, and relied on
threats to acconplish their purpose, wvitloiit tIroub.
ling to search thoroughly. Wh1lîen they got to the
hard-featured man. lie said:-

"Gentlemen, here are a few coins, but iliat
gentleman, you will find, has £150 in his boots !

Wien the robbers liad gone lthe aggripved pas.
senger turned on his betrayer with savage recrim.
inations.

"Steady, sir. steady." was the answer. "Doi't
gruinble about tie few pounds il your boots. I
have £15.000 in mine. And ias you have been of
such service to me, I shall be glad Io pay yon thei
£150 or even double, if you wishi."

A SONNET.

'Sad Night, void of her sisterhood of stars,
Ne'er wore a robe of grief so woeful black,
As the funereal solitude tliat ifarmrs
My soul's repose, if love's dear gifts I lack.
The jealous Day frow'ns on his sister Night,
Wlo. in sweet dreans, keeps love's fair garlands

green,
Mith honeyed vows that veave a ipurer liglit
Thait fliesick splendor of thel Dais proud sheen:
Perfidious jealousies sureloud the I Day.
Yet vanish nightly if thy lový be near.
li truant sleep.-whose glories fade aîway
Or e'er Aurora sled a fragrant tear,-
A foolishi tear:-for still thiy heart is kind.
Tho' deemed not so.-poor Çupid beiig blind.

FREDERIC IRVING TAYLOR.
Victoria, B. C.

fIIbusica[ $ottings~

Last week the Grau Opera comîpany imnopolized
the boards at the Viutoria theatre, aud enjoyed
excellent patronaige. ~This season they certainly hiad
lte good sense to include two new operas in their

repertoire, namely, "El Capitano" and "'The Isle of
Champagne," of both of whiclh good performances
were given. Fromt a uusical point of viev, the per.
formnances of the other operas were decidedly ploor
and ill ierited tIe splendid audiences 1itam sub.
scribed for seats. If an amateur organisation lwid
put on "iPinafore,' Tic Little 'T7ycooni' aind "Cav
alleria Rusticana" in tie saime slipslod muanner,
thley not onlly would have been lauglied off te stagre
but mtight have been subjected to the additionial
insult conîveyed by grandiloquent praise in the local
press. And, to use a shg pihrase, thtis is no. joke.
but an unfortunate fact. Talke the amtateur produc.

ions. of "Iolantthe," "îRobii IHood," lthe -Geislha,
"Bridal Trap" and 'Black ianties," and apart frou
[lie superior work of professioial comtedians, the
Gran Company sufTers considerably in comparison.
Hlowever, to give tli detil lis due, it umay be re-
peated thtat l'El Capitan" and "The Isle of Chan.

were distinctly good. WVitlh tIe exception
of liss 3Michelena, who possesscs a reaully pleasing
voice of syipathtetie qiuality and lias
dramltatic talents of a high order, their
princeipals werei very ut mcli below par.
flh tenor at times was respousible for good
work. but his voice lacked purity and rouindness.
WIen lie was not singing. his upper and lower max-
illia-ies were playing battle-dor and shultte-cock
with a small niece of ui ti-frutti, wlich was umndig-
nified to say t ie least of it. Well, after all, the Grau
Compiay oniv chred 75 (-lits for lthe best seats
in the hiouse. and if our ineimory is not at fault, hie
"Wise Guy" Company chtarged one dollar for the
same privilege. an neairly caused a riot.

Thte eminent Amnerican violinist, Miss Leonora
.rlaksoi. hias recent1v coiminenced lier lirst trans.
continental tour. and, froi all accounts. is reaping
Ilie reward ier talents so richily deserve. 3Miss
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