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Torpedo Balloon.-Humanitarians Who look for the suppres.
sion of war ta the development o? the deadliest engines of
warfare, will read with satisfaction a suggestin recently
thrown out for a furtiier employment of the torpedo. "lA
torpedo balloon"I the device la to b. tyled, gnd the name is
a suffiient indication of its nature. À balloon is to be
constructed capable of rising with a torpedo beneath it, and
starting te windward of a camp or fortified ity, or 'whatever it
ls desired se destroy, it le to be burst or detached by means
which it would be easy to contrive, and thus te allow its cargo
of death and destruction te fail into the midst of the enexny.
The detacbment of the torpedo, it is suggested, might be
effected with great ease and oertainly by means of a thin
electrie wire, and the proper moment for dropping the charge,
in order te explode it on any çiven poiu.t, would b.e nly a
matter of instrumental observation and a litt1e practice. The
idea seems ta be fearfully practicable ; and aat from the
consideration that the very perfection of modem warefare
seeme really te present the moat hopeful prospect of useful
peace, it be denounced as tee frightful an ides ta be
entertindy civilized combatants. By means of gSuh an
engine a fortified place might be attacked from a point frein
which no guns could b. brought into action, and without the
smallest opportunity of retaliation. The carnage and deyas.
tatien by t he explosion of a terpedo in a fortrens or camp
would be infinitely greater than a bombshell could produce,
and while teatthe beseigers even a failure need involve no harma
or even danger, the balloon might be floated out of the. range
of shot and te the beseigd wouid be fraught with min against
which ne cenceivable defene would avaUl anythlng. Tbe effeot
of a torpedo dropped inte a garrisoned fortress or a fortified
camp would be something really dreadful te contemplate.
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April ~ ~ ~ l ..... ......... 19 2 .2 4 3.00 1

Januamr................50 12 ..2....3..3 1.5 2 ..33 2

April....................319 8 1 51.2 4 2 3.003 4121

Noueby........ .......... 365 1617..... .365 217

Decomber ............... 1.17 8 4.3 12 1.60 '4 I(

Total rain fali during the year wvas 25.46 inches.
Total snow faîl during the year was 74.3 inches.
Total snow and rain melted was 32.84 inches.
Total number of days on.which rain fel 154.
Total number of days on which snow rami 74.
Total number of days on whiclî ain or snow feIL 205.
Total number of days on wvhicl min and snow feul 23.
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2.33
0.70
5.04
3.00
0.62
2.35
1U6
3.50
1.50
3.73
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Barometer readings reduced to sea level, and te temperatureo f 32o Fai.renlielt, -li Pressure of vapor in inclles of mercurv.
Humidity relative, saturation 100. j Observed.

Cxyreatest lient was 88.5 on the 26th of July; greatest cold-20.9 on the 12thî o! Janitary-giving a range of te3lfperature for the year of
109.4 degrees. Greatest range of thie thermometer in one month was 61.1 in January. llighest barometer reading was 30.698, on the 18th
of December; lowest was 28.848, on the 7th of Marcli Greatest range of the barometer in one montli vas 1.618, la January. Range for
the year was 1.850 inches. Leat relative humidity was 2 1, on the 26th of April.

Greatest mileage of ivind during the year, in one heur was 47 on the 9th of Mardi, vhen thee maximlum vclocity in gusCs was at thîe
rate of 51 miles per heour. Mcan direction of the wind, W. S. W.

lrinted by Léger Brousseatn, 9, Butaîle Street, Qtwee.
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