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was his desire for this work, that he
at first promptly declined a visit to,
Montreal. But whien the requcat
was repeated, and strongly pressed
upon him, ailier mach prayer and the
almost uîîanimous advice of lus Chris-
tian friends, lie consented to accom-
pany the agent of the cburclu to the
city, and to lie guided by the after-
leadings of Providence. At the close
of three weeks he was unanimously
called to become their pastor. H-e
accepted the invitation, and in Aug.
1821, he was ordained and installed
by the presbytery of New York.

Those who were present will long
remnember the interest of that day.
From the mneekitess, and fearfulness
and trembling with which lie entered
upon his labours, he seemed like the
young David, fresh froin the sheep-
fold, corne to conflict wvith the clharni-
pion whose challenge had wrought
fear in every licart. Sword, or spear,
or helînet, or shield, of earthly mould,
ie had none. He camnenfot inmiglit,
not in strengtli, but in weakness,
trusting in the Lord. His situation
was one of peculiar trial. The church
was a iiovel expernelt-it was in its
infancy, and there were tlien no other
churclies likely to, be very cordial
with it, or its minister. But lie was
"l ot alone." He found. refuge in
the secret cliamber of the ïMost High.
He there learned the truc wisdorn, to
ask of God -wlio giveth liberally. He
sought bis counsel, hie followed bis
commands, lie Ieaned upon his pro-
mises, and found bis spirit. God
owned his labours in a precious revi-
val of religion, which added a goodly
number to the churcli. Thus was it
strengthened and built up. Here it
was that iMi. Christmnas was forming
the character wlidh, for a little while,
s0 beautifuily blazed among the
churches--a star rich in heavenly
radiance placed i this golden cari-
dlestick.

In 1825, he visitcd the UJnited
States, to raise subseriptions for tic

purpose of conipleting the edifice in
wvhicli bis people wvorshipped. On
the 28th of June, in the saine year,
lie -%%as married to Miss Louiisa Jones,
a lady of deep and exeniplary piety,
of elevated and noble mental endow-
ments, of affectionate and humble
spirit. In lier lie found a lielper in
the Lord. 1le appreciated lier worth,
lie loved lier excellence wvhile living;
anid afterwards recurred to lier short
but luminous path, witlî endcared
recollections and gratitute to God.

H-e contin ued his ministerial labours
in Montreal until the suiimer of 18,28,
whien lie feit luis strength. so prostrat-
cd by severe and long,-continued la-
bours, that he ivas advised by a coun-
cil of physicians to leave tlie place, as
tlîc only probable ineans of preservixig
bis lfe. Reluctauutly tearing himself
froîn bis beloved charge, lie returned
to New York, with bis endeared fam-
ily, a w'ife and tw'o infant daugliters.
In January, 1829, lic engaged a short
time in an agcncy for the American
Bible Society to New Orleans. His
youngest child died in April, the other
in NMay, and before the sumnier ended,
luis belovcd partner also was taken to
lier rest.

M'hile in this solitary and bereaved
condition, lie received an invitation
froni the Bowery Presbyteriau Clîurch
in New York. With this lie deemied
it .1ils duity to coînply, and entcred
upon bis charge in Novemiber, 1829.
Although in feeble healtlu, hie seezuîed
to forget that bis bodily framie was
alrcady threatened with dissolution.
He ivas in labours abundant ; and, as
thougli he was sometirnes consciotis
thiat his opportunities of warning anîd
entreating sinners woulId soon lie over,
lie seized with alacrity every opening
in providence tn preach the gobpel of'
the kingdoi. His course, indeed,
was very near its termination. He
wvas perrritted to remain in bis new
station little more than four nionths.
On Tuesday the 9th of Mardi, 1830,
lic was i the office of thc Newv York


