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the Protestant Episcopal Church, Moeth-
odist Episcopal Church, Presbyterian
Church, American Baptist Missionary
Union, Evangelical Lutheran Synod,
and the African Methodist Episcopal
Church.

ISLANDS O’ THE SEA

—Reav. A. W. Murray, of Sarcaa, died

gome months since. For years he was
the honored father of ¥resbywwrian
wissions. He was the trusted friend
if Geddie. He was eighty-one years
old. Of Scottish birth, he was ordained
in 1835, snd reached Samoe in 1836,
where he prosecuted the glorions enter-
prise begun by John Williams, For
{forty years he labored in theisles of the
Pacific.

—The Australasian Methodist Confer-
en.e hag charge of the Fiji, Tongs, Sa-
mon, New Britain, and New Guines mis-
sions. It is s striking fact that the
number of church -members in Fiji, 30,-
264, is about thrico as many asthe num-
ber comnected with the same body in
Now Scuth Walesand Queensland. The
Fiji Christians have not only paid the
stipends of 3U0 village teachers, but
have given .nore than $5000 duaring the
year to tho canse of foreign missions.
Three teachers from Rewa in Fiji have
volunteered to become missionaries to
Hew Guines.,

—Let us look at the figures for Fiji
more in detail, for thera is nothing to
match them in the entire range of mis-
sionary bistory; and the high honor
was conferred upon the English Wes-
Joyans of fransforming these vilest and
most bratel of alisavages upon tho face
of the ecarth. On those islands are
found 969 churches (buildings) and 354
other presching-places, 11 English mis.
sionaries, 71 native ministers, 1975 local
preachers, 33153 classleaders, 30,264
foll members, and 5351 on trial ; 1724
Sunday.schools, with 2724 tsachers and
38,918 scholars, 1976 day schools with
39,364 pupils, and allendants upon
public worship 102,451, which number
inclades ’lmost the enlire population of
the islands! The chicf grounds for

solicitude relate to the spiritasl crude-
ness of many of the genuine converts ;
the persistent efforts of Romish priests
to begunile the people, though thus far
without much success ; and, above all,
the decline of the population, the deaths
continually outnumbering the births.

—The fature of Hawaii is far from
bright, either upon the financial, the
political, or the religious side. The
sugar industry is parelyzed, there is
trouble between rniers and people,
while the old-time heathenism, and
other forces which make for unright.
eousness, are unpleasantly active. It
is said that in a population of 90,uu0
thero are 55,000 foreigners.

—The wife of the Rev. J. G. Paton,
the missionary to the New Hebrides,
once wrote home that the wonderfnl
traasfigurstion of a New Hebria an
savage, even In the expression of his
face, after he has become a Christian,
is worth laboring a lifetime to witness.

—The Presbyterian .missionearies in
the New Hcebrides have decided to for-
ward a protest to Lord Enatsford, Colo-
nial Secretary in London, against the
proposed renowal of the importation of
Eanaka labor into Quecnsland.

—Concerning the recent mission of
Dr. Paton to Washinglon, to endeavor
to induce our Government to help in
suppressing tho traffic in fire-arms, in-
toxicating liquors, and opium in the
Now Hebrides and other Pacific isiands,
good Dr. Cayler overflows in righteouns
wrath in tho New York Erangelisl in
this faghion : ** Just think ofit! A 1ot
of converted cannibals begging a CThris-
iian government oot to send them any
more muskets and rum ! Verily, the
Christianily of our own land does need
Cliristianizing at the very core. Ships
sail from American poris with missicu.
aries &5 passengers to Africa, and with
thousands of gallons of rum in their
carge ; heaven goes in the cabin, and kell
aes in the ship's hald! How long will
it take us to convert the heathen in this
style?”




