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NVe ai deliglit in tii9' beautiful. Wben we travcl diiring the suininer
svc go wvhcre there is beautiful scpucry. Whcn wo build a country Itouse
wue scek a beautiful site. Whcen wc sec a bcautiful picce of furniture or a
beautiful pîcture %we wishi that we had it for the adorument of our home.
A beautiful face attracts our attention and chains our admiration. A
beautiftil sentiment we îîever wcary of repeating. A beautiful action gives
us the keencst pleasure. A beautiful ciaracter fils us with lioly joy.

And thiis joy is peculiar to, itself. The beautiful is umot niecessarily the
useful. aud it is distinct froi the good. Otlierwisc we should not be at se
mmmcl pains to decorate our hiomes. Tliey wotid bc just as useful if tlîeir
ceilings were Dot frescoed ; and there are kinds of stone thiat -%vould bc more
durable and Icss troublesome than the unarbie of whichi the fronts of niy
of themun are made. If the beautifuil were not a quality different, froitu,
thioticgh doîîbtless in its h' iighcest forms dependent, on the good, %vc shoui
not bc so auxious to render the good also beautiful. -%We feci that a good
book deserves a beautifuil binding. We rejoice whcn a good man lias beaui-
tiful surroummdings. It is the natural desire of the pions hicart to bcatmtify
the liouse of God. The beautiful is, therefore, a distinct quality, and onie
iu %vhichi ve, ail deliglit. Cousequentiy it Nvill bo profitable and pleasmag
to consider that the foreign missionary Nvork, in addition to bcing msetril
.and good, is prc-cmincutly beautifiil. " llow be-autifuil arc the feet of
thecni thiat prcach the gospel of pence, and bring glad tidiugs of gu

Tlhat wve may appreciate this let us try, in thc first place, to forîn semime
conception of %vhat beauty is, or, at heast, of thiat on whichi it depcrmds. 1
say sonie conception ; for the question is difficuit. W-c do not scni to have

amysuchi nccssary convictions ini regard to bcauty as we have ini regaird te
certain fundamieutal intellectual trths aud moral qualities. I mnust helieve
tliat the sun cxists as an cxtendcd 'body. It wvomld be apprchcended as
I sec it by any inliabit«,tnt of iMars or Jupiter endowed wvitl the capacitv
to percive the object. I niust believe timat falsehlood is a sin always andl
everywhiere, in the star Sirius as welI as omi earthi-in tie, case of inon, of
angiels, Of devils. IBlt I ani not to the saine dcgrec couîpcllcd to believe
liait ilhe objects w1ieh appear beautiful to nie have a beauty independemit
of mny iind. It is, therefore, peculiarly difficuit to tell in wliat beauty coii-
sists. -We cannot be sure hiow fur thiunga are beautiful or how far Nve only
tiuk theni so.

And yet soxue analysis of bcauty is possible. The grentest, of crriiamm
mectaphysiciaus discovers two kinds of bcauty. One lic caîls fret or at>se-
bite ; the othier, relative or depentient. Iu thle case of thme former it is not
xmcessary to banve au idea of whiat ilie objeet ouglit to bc or do before we
pronouince it bemutifimi. Flowers, sl.Iarabesques, music, are absolutely
beautiful ;thiat is, thevy are beautifuilaii thexuselvei, and Nvithout rcfcrenqo


