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of date September 15th, so that it wag
probably sent by some whaler -or trader
which did. not call at Syduey for some
gix or eight months after toaching at
Aneiteam.

With the letter were reccived seven
small publications from- the Press of
Aneiteum, from four ta twelve pages
each, with a few woodcuts. Five of
these are in the dialect of the Anciteum-
ese, oné in the dialect of Fotuna, and
one in that of Tana. For each of these
three Islands a first Book/has been pre-
pared and published. There is a speci-
men copy of each of thesz. In the lan-
guage spoken at Aneitenm there is a
Catechism, two little works consisting
apparently of Scripture selections, an
a.small collection of Hymns. These lit-
tle works are interesting as the com-
mencement of religious litprature among
a people emerging from the darkness of
heathenism to the light of christian trath,
and as constituting part of the means by
which they are to be raijed from bar-
barism to civilization.

Axrerreom, New HEBRIDES,
January 10fh, 1856.

My Dear BROTHER,— |

1 received a kind letter from you
about two years ago, which I duly ac-
knowledged, and for which I feel grate-
ful to you. Letlers arc yery precious
here, cut off as we ure from the society
of those we esteem and Jove. If our
dear friends only knew how we value
them, and how they scem to revive us
and freshen us for our work, I think they
would feel it to be a duty to write.
have often been surprised at the silence
of my former acquaintances, but no
doubt many letters have been written
which have never reached gs.

X am sure you will unife with us in
thankfulness to God that hq basinclined
s0. many of these poor islanders to re-
ceive his word. Heathenism with its
worstabominations has been overthrown,
and christianity is now the acknawledged
religion of the island. The word of God,
under the divine blessing, bas effecteda
great and bappy change bere.  But you
mast not infer from what I write that the
Anciteumese are a highly religious peo-
ple. Weare cver meeting, with cases
of ignorance, supcrstition and-deep root-
ed depravity, which show ug that, though
a greas, work bag been dong, a great

work still remaing to be accomplished..

Yet we aresemuch encouraged by what
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we huve been permiited to see, that apart
from the cheering predictions of Scri
ture, we cannot entertain a doubt of the
altimate triumph of the gospel in these
dark isles of the sea. R

In the case of this island we have an
additional evidence of the power of the
gospel of Christ to accomphsh great mo-
ral results upon fallen man. The preach-
ing of a crucified Saviour alone has
brought down the mighty fabric of su-
perstition among this people. I believe
that missionaries will succeed among the
heather just in so far as they follow the
example of the great apostle of the Gen-
tiles, and determine to know nothing
save “dJesus Christ and him crucified.”
This is the doctrine that truly and sure-
ly undermines the kingdom of Satan ir
the lands of darkness and completes its
overthrow. Not long since we had a
visit from some natives of Tana. 1 sent
our chief Nohoat, who understood their
language, to speak to them. T afterwards
asked him what passed at their inter-
view. He said they wished the word of
God, but thought they could not make
the sacrifices it required. He told them.
not to be afraid of the sacrifices which
christianity required, that, though they
now appeared bard, when their hearts
were enlightened they would appear
casy. When Misi came among us, (he
said,) if he had told us to cutofl ourlong
hair, clothe our naked bodies, give up
our wives, cease from fighting and feast-
ing, we would have been enraged at
him, and driven him away. But when
he commenced the work of God among
us, he told us of sin, salvation, heaven
and hell. When he spoke about these
things we listen2d and thought and glad-
ly gave up ourdark customs. It willbe
so with you Tanese when missionaries
go to your island, They will tell of these
things, and you will wish to forsake the
things you nowlove. Do not reject God’s
word and say it is too difficult togive up
your old custoins, this will be casy when
the light enters your hearts.

The gospel has been an unspeakable
blessing to these poor islanders, and
many 1 believe feel it to beso. The pre-
sent generation prize their grivilegcs
more, perhaps, than their childrea will,
because they are more semsible of the
dark and awful abyss from which they
have been rescued by it It. would be
bard for persons brought up in christian
Jands to form any just ides of the awful
horzors of heathenism. It seeins almost




