
ACADIA ATHENâeUM

of great difficulties mxet an 1 overroie by the noble moin wvho have
been the standard beare.rs of Iiiglier education laniong the Baptists of
these Provinces.

Dr. Trrotter entered on the -%vork wvith a strong faith ina $od, and
in the people w~ho had calledi these institutions into existence. Early
in the history of the nioveinent the inspiringd news was rcceived that
Mr. Johin D). Rockefeller the nrificent patron of Chicago University
had sigiied bis intention of donating SI5,ooo. to Acadia upon the
condition that the reaîaining $6o.ooo. be raised. \Vith the stimulus
of this first generous gift the mioveient wvas carried or. wîth vigor
and enthusiasin, and as the ionths passed by the hlope of obtaining
the full ainount becaine stronger and stronger until at last the hiearts
of ail Io eers of Acadia were gladdened by the announceient made it
the beginning of this new year that there wvas in the possession of
the Board to, the credit of the Forward Movement Fu.id ia cash avd
valid pledges the suaii of $63, 112,50. The condition mnade by Mr.
Rockefeller ;n contributing the $15,ooo. has thus been met, 1eaving a
niargin for possible shriakagês.

The appeals miade by the President and those who assisted hiim
in thec canvass met with a ready and hearty response wvhicli shows
how deeply the wvelfare of these institut:ions is intrenched in the
hearts of the Baptists of these Provinces-. Dr. Trotter in lis letter to
the M, ssenger and Visitor states :

-The respouse bas been noble and inspiring. The people iii easy
circuistauces have shown a generous interest, and have contributed
ln suis of $400 and upwards, about $i5.ooo. The people in nîiod-
erate circuistances have donc handsoniely ; and a good niany hun-
dreds of persons have subEcribed, wvho nîust save froni scanty earn-
iiigs the aniounts for wvhich their nanies stand. Many a poor widow
has devotedly cast la lier mnite. Aniong the pleasant surprises rnid-
wvay la the year was an uasolicited joint subscription froin our de-
voted nîissionary ba-id iniIndia, auxounting to $5oo. [t is ignificant
of the extent and depth of the iaterest taken by our owvn people, that
less than $5,ooo. of the entire subscription (leaviag out of view Mr.
Ruckefeller's gift) bas couie frozîî outside tl'ý provinces ; and that of
the sain obtained la the provinces less than $2.000 bas corne froîîî
friends of other denonilnations. E is equally significant that the
subscription list contains iîo less than 2,700 naines."

The securing of this' large arnount will be ou great value to thesc
institutions at tlîe prt:sent stage of their history. But wve believe
that there are other advantages which, will accrue la the future, as
a resuit of the strong canvass that bas been made. Perhaps neyer
before have the needs of thecollege and her value as an educative force
been broughit so clearly before the people, and wve shall be surprised
if there are xîot a fewv legacies left t'o Acadia as a resuit of this For-
çvard Movemient. Again, -diring the canvass the President nier a large
nîber of young nien and wonîea who were thinking of taking a


