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be afforded to women who are now pining jworld with alarm-the extension of union-
in enforced idleness, and sighing for Pro- ism, and the multiplication of strikes. The
lestant nunneries, while the daily war wvith builder strikes against the rest of the
Bridget would be at an end. jcommunity, including the baker; then the

1 would flot make light of these inconve- baker strikes against the builder, and the
-niences or of the present disturbance of' collier strikes against themn both. At first
irade. The tendency of a moment may be jthe associated trades seem to, have it ail thefr
Zood, and yet it may give society a very bad own way. But the other trades iearn the
-quarter of an hour. Nor would 1 attenipt to j virtues of association. Everybody strikes
conceai the errors and excesses of wvhich the against everybody else: the price of ail ar-
unions have been guilty, and into which, as ticles rises as much as anybody's wages ; and
organs of corporate selfishness, they are ai- thus, when the wheel bias corne full circle,
ways in danger of running. Industrial his- nobody is much the gainer. In fact, long
tory hias a record against the working man before the wheel has corne full circle, the
-as well as against the master. The guilds jfutility of a universal strike will be manifest
-of the miîddle ages became tyrannical monop- jto, ail. The world sees before it a terrible
,olies and leagues against society, turned caîl- future of unionism, ever increasing in power
ings open to, ail into mysteries confined to a jahd tyranny; but it is more likeiy that in a
privileged fewv, drove trade and manufactures few years unionism, as an instrument for
from the cities wvhere they reigned to places forcing up wages, will have ceased to exist.
free frorn their domination. This probably In the meantime the working classes will
was the cause of the decay of cities which have impressed upon themselves by a prac-
forms the burden of complaint in the pre- tical experirnent upon the grandest scale,
ambles to Acts of Parliament, of the Tudor and of the most decisive kind, the fact that
period. Great guilds oppressed little giilds: jthey are consumers as well as producers,
-strong commercial cities ruled by artisans payers of wages as weiI as receivers of wages,
ýoppressed their weaker neighbours of the members of a community as weli as working
ýsame class. No one agency bas done so, men.
much to raise the condition of the working jThe unionists wili iearn aiso, after a few
man as machinery; yet the working man trials, that the community cannet easiiy be
resisted the introduction of machinery, rose jcornered ; at ieast, that it cannot easily be
against, destroyed it, maitreated its inven- ý,ornered more than once by unions, any
-tors. There is a perpetual warning in the more than by gold rings at New York, or
name of Hargreaves, the working man who, pork rings at Chicago. It may apparentiy
by hîs inventive genius, provided employ- succumb once, being unable to do without
ment for millions of his fellows, and was by jits bread or its newspapers, or to stop build-
them, rewarded wvith outrage and persecu- jings already contracted for and commenced,
lion. jbut it instinctively prepares to defend itself

Flushed with confidence at the sigý,ht of jagainst a repethion of the operation. It
their serried phalanxes and extending lines, limits consumption, or invents new modes of
the unionists do like most people invested iproduction; improves machinery, encoura-
with unwonted power; they aim at more ges nlon-union men, caîls in foreigners, wo-
than is possible or just. They fancy that m -en, Chinese. In the end the corner resuits
they can put the screw on the community, in los s. Cornering on the part of working
almost without limit. But they will soon men is not a bit worse than cornering on
flnd out their mistake. They will learn it jthe part of great financiers iin both cases
from those very things '.vhich are filling the ialike it is as odious as anything can be,
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