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answered €this was all that was necded.”~—
Compared with 1 John, 1y 9, 10, 11 ; also m,
14, 13, &c.

The next in orderis Clement. He is sup-
posed to be the same person who is mentioned
by Paul as one of those ¢fellow-labourers,”
whose name is in thebook of life, Phil. 4; 8.
He 1s understood to have been a presbyter in
Rome, for, like the apostles, he makes the
office of presbyter and bishop ideutical (Chap.
+41.) It would appear that the divisions in the
Corinthian Church still continued notwithstand-
ing of Paul's epistles enjoining unity. Cle-
ment, in the name of the brethren in Rome,
wrote them an epistle which is still extant, and
considered to be one of the most. excellent of’
the writings of those men who conversed with
the apostles, and were by them appuinted to
the mini:try. Itissupposed to have been writ-
ten about the year 96, and was held in great
estcem by the ancients. In this cpistle are
found all the essential doctrinesof the Protest-
ant Church, for the crrors of the Church of
Rome belong to a later age. That church
could, at its foundation, peruse the epistle which
*aul addressed to them, wherein justification
by faith without the works of the low, which
Lauther preached is unfulded, and Clement, who
ministered the gospel to them after the aposiles
had been withdrawn from their earthly labours,
bears testimony to the same doctrine.  Having
spoken of Jacob, from whom the priests and
Levites sprung, Clement proceeds, “and the
rest of his tribes were in no small glory; since
God had promised *thy sced shall be as the
stars of heaven’? They were all therclore
glorified and magaified, not for their own sake,
or for their works, or for the righteous deeds
which they had done, but through His will, and
we also being called by His will in Christ Jesus,
and not justified by ourselves, ncither by our
wisdom, or knowledge, or piety, or the works
which we have doue in holiness of heart: but
by that faith by which Almighty God hath jus-
tified all men from the beginning.” In this
epistle also, Clement every where shows that
faith is a living principle, producing as its {ruits
love to God, humility, patience, and every
good work; take for example the following
passage:—¢ Let us therefore come to him with
holiness of mind, lifting up pure and undefiled
hands unto him, loving our gracious and mer-
ciful Father, who hath madc us partakers of his
election;” andagain “Letusdo all things which
pertain unto holiness, fleeing all evil speaking
against one another, all filthy and impure em-
braces, together with all drunkenness, youthful

lusts, abominable concupescence, detestable a-
dultery, and execrable pride: “Ior God,” saith
lie, “resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to
tiie humble.”  Let us therefore cleave to those
to whom God hath given his grace. Andletus
be clothed with concerd, humble minded, tem-
perate, free from all whispering and detraction,
justified by our actious not by our words.”—
Clement also iliustrates the goodness of God by
n relerence to the works of creation, and by
their order and harmony enforces obedience to
the holy commandments. The passage is so
beautiful that we shall give it entire:—¢ The
heavens peaceably revolving, by His appoiat-
ment, are subject unto Him. Day and night
perform  the course appointed by Him, in
nowise interrupting, onc another. By Iis ordi-
nance the sun and moon and all the compa-
nics of slars, roll on in harmony, without any
deviation, within the bounds allotted to them.
In obedicnce to his will, the pregnant earth
yields her {ruit plentifully in duc scason to man
and beast, and to ail creatures that are therein;
not hesitating or changing anything which was
decreed by him.  T'he unsearchable secrets of
the ubysy, and untold judgments of the lower
world, are restrained by the same commands.
The hollow depth of the vast sca, gathered
together into its several culleciions by his word,
passes not its allotted bounds ; but, as he com-
manded so doth it. For he said, “Hitherto
shalt thou come, and thy waves shall be broken
within thee.” The occan impassable to man-
kind, and the woilds which are beyond it, are
governed by the same cemmands of their icas-
ter. Spring and Summer, and Autumn and
Winter give place peaceably to one another.—
The winds in their stations, perfurm their ser-
vice without interruption, cach in his appointed
scason. The ever flowing fountains, minister-
ing both to pleasure and to health, without
ceasing put forth their breasts to support the life
of man. Nay, the smallest of living creatures
maintain their intercourse in peace and concord
for he is good to ull; but, above measure, to
us who flee to his mercy through our Lord
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory and majesty for
everand ever. Amen.”* Itis to be observed,
howerver, amid the many excellencies of this
epistle we find, also, some defects.  The writ-
mngs of theapostlesalone bear the mark and im-
press of inspiration. Here there is nothing
mean or fanciful. Inillustrating the mysteries
of the kingdom of Gon, they use many figures,
but they are always worthy of the truths which
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