CATECHISM OF GOVERNMENT AND DISCIPLINE,

Yes. By it he willhe confirmed iun his careless-
zess, self-deception, and sm. Ez. xni. 10,22, * They
pave seduced my people, saying, Pcace and there was
o peace; and oue budlt up & wall, and, lo, vthers
Jaubed it with untempered mortar.’ * Wh lies ye
pave made the heart of the righicous sud, whom 1
pave not made sad; and strengthenad the hands of
e wicked, that he should nut return trom sis wicked
way, by promising him lite.’ Andasihe last means
appointed by Christ v lead lum (v repentance is neg-
lected, he is in great danger of finally penishing. 1
Cor. v. 5. ‘To deliver such an une unte Satan fur the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may he saved
n the day ot the Lord Jesus.

XVIHI Isinjury done to the Church by this neg-
lect?

Yes. Ist. By this countenancing of sin, the Chureh
of Christ is made to appear as unholy as the Kingdum
of Satan.  Jer. vii. 11, ¢ Is ttus house, which 1s call-
ol by my name, hecome & den of robbers in your
ges? 1 Cor. xi. 21,22, *One is hungry, and an-
dherisdrunken. What! have ye not houses to cat
anddrink in? or despise ye the Church of God ' 2d.
Sacted ordinances are prosututed.  Ezek. xxii. 26.
*Her priests have violatc& my law, and have protaned
mine holy things : they have putnoditierence between
the holy and profane, neither havethey shewed difler-
ence between the unctean and the clean.’ 3d. The
head of the Church 1s dishvnoured. 2 Sam. xn, 4.
By this deed, thou hast given great occasion Lo the
«emies ot the Lord to blaspheme.  Rom, i 24.
+Phe name of God is blasphemed amung the Gentiles,
wrough you.' 4ih. ‘The Holy Spint » gneved, and

rovoked to withdraw, Eph. 1v.30. - Grieve not the

oly Spirit.’  Gen. vi. 3. *My spirit shall not al-
waysstrive with man’  Rev.an 5. ¢ I will come un-
to thee quickly, and will remove thy candlesuck om
of his place, except thou repent.”  5th. The wrath of
God 1s brought on the Church. Joshua xxui. 20. ¢ Did
ot Achan commit atrespassim the aceursed thing, and
wrath fell on al the congiegatim ot Isracl ¥ and that
man perished not aloncin his nuquity.’ 1 Chron. xv.
13. ¢ The Lord our God made a breach upon us, for
that we sought him not after the due order.’ 1 Cor.
1i.30. ‘For this cause many are weak and sickly
among you, and many sleep.’

XI1X. May not a Charch so far apostatize by the
negleet of discapline, as w cease 1o be a Church of
Christ, and become asynagoguc of Satan?

Yes. This has sometuues happened. Rev.n. 9.
'I know the blasphemy of them which say they are
Jews, and are nut, but are the synagugue of Saran.'
Rev.i1i. 9. ¢ Them of the synagugue of Saan, which
say theyare Jews.!  16th verse,—* Because thou art
lokewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spuc thee
outof my mouth.’

XX. What tenefits may anse to the offender from
the exercisc of discipline?

By this he sees sin to beevil and shameful. 2
Thess. iii. 14. *If any man_cbey not our word by
ihis cpistle, note that man, and have nocompany \\'il?l
him, that he may be ashamed.” And if he seecive
the censure in & proper spitit, it has a powerlul ten-
dency to huinble, reclaim, and edity bim. 2 Cor. x.
8. Our authority which the Lord hath given us for
cdification.’

XX1. What benefits arise to the Church from the
faithfu exercise of discipline ?

1. Hercby sinners are discouraged from hypo-
tritically joining the Church, and the leaven \\‘?ucll
mightinfect the whole lump is purged omt. 1. Cor. v.
7 *Purge out, theretore, the old leaven, that ye may
be anew lumnp.’

2. The nnmgcr of her true converts incrcased. Acts
awi.4,5. ¢ Asthey went throngh the cities, they de-
livered them the decrees for t keep, that were vrdain.

an

ed of the Apostles and Elders, which were at Jerusa-
lem; and so were the Churches established in the
taith, and inereased in number dailv* Actsv. 11,13,
14, * And great tear came upon allthe Chureh, and
upon as many as heard these things!  * And of the
1est, durst no man join himselt 10 them; but the
peaple magmfied them.  And believers were the more
ml«{c(( 1o the Lord, muttitudes both of men and wo-
men.’ 3. Her holness mamiested.  John i 16
*Tahe these things henee s make not my Father's
house an house ot merchandize’  4th. The honour
of her Hlead vindicated.  Ez. xxxvi. 23, *The hea-
then shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord
God, when I shall be sanctificd in you, beforc their
eyer.' Sih. And God's gracious presence and blessing
secured 2 Cor vi. 17,18 * Come out from among
thew, and be ve separate, saith the Lord, andtouchnot
the onelean thing; and I will reccive you, and be a
Father unto you, and ve shall be my sons and daugh-
ters, sand the Lord Atamghiy.” Rev. iii 10, * Be-
cau~ethou hast kept the word of my patience, Ialso
will keep thee fram the hour of temptation.”

XXII' Butmay notthe offender, by the exercise of
discipline, be led 1o forsahe the preaching of the Gos-
pel,and thus become more hardened

A~ disciphne 1s an crdinance of God, we must ex-
pect the neglect, rather than the exerciseof itto harden
the <inner; but if, in his pride and vbstinacy, he disre-
gard the advantages which flow from it, when receiv-
ed ina right <pirit, the rulers of the Church are not
to be deterred from their duty, any more than than the
Minwter of the Gospel from preaching, because many
arc hardened by i1, and have their guilt and dangers
mereased. @ Cor. ii. 16. *"T'o the one we are thesa-
vaurof death unto death ; and tothe other, the savour
of hife unto lite. Jude v 19. ¢ Thece be they who
separate themselves, sensual, having not the spirit.

XXIHI Arethe rulersof the Chureh deeply respon-
sible forthe right exercice of diseipline ?

‘I'hey who hold oflice by appointient, from Christ,
whose faithiulness will be I{Hlowcd by so many and
areat blessinas —whose negligence must be the source
of such deep and lasting injuriesto the Church, dis-
honour to Christ, and evil o <inners,—should feel
themselves under 2 most solemn responsibility, in this
maner, and must expeet 1o be called toa most striet ac-
count at the day of judgment, for the part which they
act, in relation 10 it. 1 Pet. v. 4. ¢ And when the
Chicf Shepherd <hall appear, ye shall receivea crown
of zlory that fadeth notaway > Heb xiii 17 ¢ Obey
them that bave the rule over you, and submit your-
selves; for they watch for your souls, as they that
must give accmint ; that they may do it with joy, and
not with gricf?

(To be concluded in our next.)

THE GOSPEL, MESSENGER.
How high the bonour is to hear the scal
OFf an zbassador of Gud to men,
Deliverng tas luzh behests to them,
And guiding them to their cternal weal !
0 ¢ what a baly fiame of living el
Should burn upon the altar of hia soul,
To snatch the ruined from the fell controul
Of the destroy er, who doth basely steal
The creature fram the Creator, and betray
The immortal from the statutes of bis God,
Tnto the broad and cver dawaward way
Cuonducting 10 the dark and drear abode,
Where anzeast souls consume in heliish pains

A long and howling night in red cternal chinins,



