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convinced that whatever excellency of natural disposition lie might
possess, the comparative absence of blemishies was owing to his
having C put on Christ.' It was the copying of this pattern that
made irn so peculiarly guileless. i'ew were ever more ready to
say,-' By the grace of God 1l arn what 1 arn.' Think of hlmi as
bearing Cbrist's image. and be attracted to the Master that you too
may 1 learn of lmi.'

C',Were 1 called to select aý Scriptural m-fotto as cbaraeteris8tie of
bis ministry, 1 know of nothing which would corne so near the truth
as tliis of the apostie Paul,-' We preacli niot ourselves but Christ
Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants for J*esus' salie.' Aud
were I to describe ini Scriptural phirase biis pastoral character, it
would bo ln the words of the saine apote,-& NoV in fieslily wisdomi,
but in simplicity and Godly sineerity, wme have had our conversation
in the w'orld, and more especiallv to *youward.'

CC And nowv, rny friends, 1 have to remind you who have so long en-
joyed the ministry of your late pastor, thiat '(%od requiretli t/uit whlti
is p(ist.' It is mnuch given, and lience rnuch to be responsible for, to
haive the gospel faý,ithifully and purely preaehied ; but it is stili more, to
have the gospel illustrated and enfurccd by its bioly and inm iting- influ-
ence, in the conversation of the minister. 1Fcw priiileges, indced, can
equal in importance thiat of enjoying, throughi iiany long years, a
minister wlho noV only faitbtfully declares the" truth ais it is lu Jesus,
but proves ' an ensample ta the flock,' an cepistle of Christ.' And
who could not read,-who did Pot, as it were, instinctively rcaid,-in.
your late pastor, sucli au epistie. lEven the enernies of the truthi could
scarcely, I shioiil think, have heen blis enemies.

"Let the recollection of the untiring earnestniess withi whlch lie
soughit your good, stirnulate you Vo follow bis footsteps, by seeking

every one bis neighflbours' goad uinto edificationi,' and bv sceking
uniteclly the good liof the congregation. 'Pray for the .peace of'
Jerusalettn.' Oh1! thiik ivimat reproach iIt wvould be to the cause of Christ
-whYlat dîs-credit to yourselvcs, whio have so long enjoyed the gospel,
and hiad it se lo% ingly excm-plified-slhould yon ever allowv envy auJl
strife, miisundi(erstiindingý,s atid alienations, to prevail arnong you. Seek,
on the coutrary, to shiew that you have noV only beeni tauglit as it
is in Jesus, but learuit also of the Great Teacher imiself to exercise
continually thiat ' love îvhichl is the fulfilling of the law.' Scek at
once to exhibit aud experience 'hlow good and pleasanit a thing it is
for brethireu to dwell togethier ln unity.' Believers iu Jesus, 1 wonld
urge you to go forwarld. Copy, lu so far as lie copied Christ, hirn who
lias so long iustructed, counselled, and encouraged you. As we have
'seen that lie exernplified tie former part of our tcxt, living to G'irist,
SO I have no doubt that, if' his voice could this day be hieard lu our
midst, it would be iu confirmation of the latter clause, viz, leto die is
.. aiît.' Follow hlm. in the narrow way, animiated by the 'good hope

-trug race," that you too shall reacli the goal, and wear the cro'wn.

229


