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be forgiveu, and espeeially, I entreat you, observe that I have net been
guilty of so gross an impropriety and absurdity as te institute the mnost dis.
tant comparison betweext myseif and iny late excellent and revered inStrue.
tor Dr. Dick. Neither have I insinuated that our Hall here will bear coni.
parison with the Hall whieh tlie Churchi now lias at homje. Writhi refereuce
to, it, we certainly follow at a very humble distance. L-et us, however, be
humbly and devoutly thankful for whiat we enjoy; let us turn our advail.
tages, sucli as tlley are, to the best account; let us implore the Divine blessing
on our undertaking, and let us hope tliat, as lis proved te be the cae ai
home, better things may be iii store for us.

This topie should not be dismissed without r-eniarking- tlîat the difference
between the circunîstances of the studeîîts at lhome when entering '-Cir Hall
and those of our students here, naniely, that the one have receivP,! a general
University education, while the otlier for the most part have not, this
requires a différence in our mode of procedure; and this difference of proce.
dure is further recoînmended by the fact that w'e hold our Session at the
tiîne when University College also holds its Session, and whien, accordingly,
there is an opportunity for students pursuing their literary and philosophi-
cal studies at the saine time that they attend our Hall; whereas the Sessionl
of the Hall at home is at a season of' the year when ail other academical
institutions are in vacation. The students at home are .expected to give
their whole tinie to theology; ours have other studies at the saine tinie to
prosecute; and to overburden thein with emnployment would just be to, prevent
success altogether. It was wise, therefore, in our Synod, to arrange at thu
period wlîeî we coînmenced holding our Session in winter, that the worl4
required in our hall. should be of suech moderate extent as tO afford opportu.
nity of attending advantageously, classes in the University. It is impossible
indeed to contrive any publie scheme so as to be the most suitable for every
individual;- the general good must be consulted. To sucli as have mnade
considerable progress in their preparatory studies, before they enter witi W~,
a somewhat different niethod migit, bu more appropriate; but fur the gjeat
body of the students, our sellenie :seenis to be the best adapted ; and those
mnoat advanced Nyhen they come to us, need not spend their timne in list.lessueb
nor idleness. They liave arrived at such years that they niay profitably
engage in private btudy, and the more one bas already learned, generally lie
is the more sensible of lus need for further progress.* It is the chief fauît
of many institutions, I hîumbly coliceive, that an att£-mpt is made te accon'-
plish too manch, and the conbequence is that far less is really aehieved than
if less had been undertaken. Our aiîn is during our four Sessions te give
the elements of a Theological Bducation-to bring the simple outline before
the mimd of the student, te qualify hiit» for making a sort of fair start as al
Preacher, but certainly leaving it to Ilinî te fill up the outline in a courbe of

e It la generally adinitted, we boiiéve, that one chier disidvantage attcndiug tho scherue of vnItcatiolI
on thie sido or the .4tllltijc im that tho studeîat is drivon too rapidly through his courmo. As au il1iis'
tration, a studonit la u, Cliurcli in Scutiand eouteruig the Uiiaorsity. cannflt are8-ent hîuseif b-fum' a
Presbytery for licerism ii after a -Puriod Ç4 seaven yein.ier, onc ewtoering out hal vitb i'nudC .>b.i
the attalisnients thnt would fit hlmi fur the Unive-nity, Inay iipply for liceuse after thi-os yeaîrs aifi si
balf. The consequece of this gronter specd i that oaar situdonu hava littie Lime for goneral roading or
meditation. Thoy flnd in fac&, thaît tho ininstery or tiacir tuai. books is ahinoSt ail thoy eau c ComSplUhl
This tonds to givo a hard, dry, bure, sAddmenzl, clairacter to the naand. i'ruvided tlmt a studeîat he seusO
and principlo (and if ho want thoso, we bcd botter want Iirnà,> it à of gi-et alvantage that bis fIlOe
sbould not be fully occuîpied in mare preparation, for classes.


