tainly a considerable nu.abor of additional
numes, and in an earlier part of the day he dia
feel great difficulty in acceding to the propo-
sition to strike these nawmes of the record , for
i they had continued there, the motion be
would have submitted would have been in
direct opposition to that now before the House.
But, as only 65U objectors were before thewm,
agd the otbers had lust their opportunity, by
the rules of the Church, of objecing, he counld
nol feel—especially as he suspected there was
a tendency in the House 10 agree to the motion
~~that he was bound 1o briag forward o coun-
ter-motion. He desired to make this statement,
bowever, that it might be distinesly undersood
that, in agreeing to this motion, he by no wmeans
committed himsclf against the judgement st
which be trst yesr arrived, and to which veder
similar circumstances be pledged himself that
e should adhere~thatif they fonnd objections
of such a character brought up by a large num-
ber of the people, he at all events should do
his best to give offect 10 these objections.
{Applause.) And,if he gave his assent o this
propositicn, e did go with fear and trembling
23 10 the consequences of the siep the Assem-
bly were now takiag; and so far at all events
be shook himself clear of alf respopsibility.
Under the circumstances, bowever, and seeing
the feeling of the Rouse, be did not feel bim-
self called upon to take any struager step than
entering the protest which be had now done.

The monon of Ur. Cook was usanimoasly
adepted.

REPORT OF THE COLONIAL COMMITTRE.

Dr. Fowler, in the absence of Dr. Steveason,
read the report of the Coloniul Committee,
which gave a deiniled statement of the com-
mittee’s aperations in New Brunswick, Nova
Scotis; British Guizna, Jamaica, Australis,
New Zealand, Ceylon, Buenos Ayres and Brit-
ish Columbis, and concluded by imploring that
a special effort should be made to replenish the
reserve fund, which had been seriously co-
croached upon. The whale ordinary income of
the committee for the year to 15th April last
way £3264, 3s. 10, deing £201, 10s. 6d. more
than the income of the previons year; and the
whole expenditure of the committee for the same
period had been £38576, 155, 114, being £45,
19s. 84,, more than for the previous year. The
commitice had to commence the year with a
balkace dae to the bank of £326 175, 8d,, and
withont the prospect of aag further generst
collection for the period of the next ten months.

After some conversation the report was, on
the motion of Dr. Cook, 8t. Andrews, waani.
mousiy adopied, and it was agreed to take up
a1 & fatore diet the question of the position of
the Churek of Austradia to the Charch at Home.
It was also agreed to remit to a comwrittee to
consider and report on cortain suggestions
contained in the report of the Colonial Com-
mittec.

The Assembdly thea adjourned 6}
{Tuesday) morning a1 11 o'clock.

Terspay, May 28,

The Asscmbly met to-day st 11 o clock~—Dr.

Colvin Smith, lnverarr, Moderator.

RETORT OF TUR COLONTAL COMMITTRR.

The Assembly then took ap varinns matters
referred 0 in the report of the Colonial Cow-

next

mittee, ard whick had been reserved for further!

consideration.
Professyr Stevrysox addressed the Hoose

apon the poiats reserved in thereport.  He re-'

ferred to British Columbis, the wants and
clums of which appeared to be very strong at
thus Ume. 1t was a colony that in many respects
claimed their attention.  Itscnormons prodac-
uveness, its motallic and mineral wealth, and
the great variety of races thal inhabited i, all
commanded it to thaic atiention, and called on

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

the General Assermbly 1o adopt the eariiest
mrans for ehiaining afooting for the Church of
Scotland in that colony.  The report suggestesd
j that the mission shonld consist of 2 ministers
,eud 2 ggents. Gne minister would, no doubt,

ion that thal provisivn would not racet the case.

If they looked to the very interesting report of
j the Churel of Eugland wission jn British Co-
{ lumbie, and read 1be diary of the Bishop's tour,

they would see it was a colony ta which they

ought a8 soon 8s possible 1o apply themsclves.
; The colony was likely soon 1¢ be connected

through the Graand Trusk Railway with «li oue
{ other colonies in North America, an4 he hoped
2 the Colonial Comumitiee wauld be supperted tu
its eadeavours to obinin a fuuting for the
Church of Scotland in that most Hovrishing
{und most promisiag colony. With regard o
fungds the committee had in their hands as much
as would wmeel the ¢ngegemeats of the year an
which they were entering,but 1hey bad no weans
of engaging in any new undertakiogs » hick ap-
peared to crave their attention, and ke issplor-
14 that means wight be forwarded to them of
meeting s}l the demands that might come inin
the course of the yesr. Dr. Stevenson then
referred to the unions of the Preshrierian
Churches which bad taken place in Victoria.
This was felt by the committee to be a 1oost
tmportaat subject, and they were perfecty pre-
pared to recommend a course of policy 1o the
General Assembly. He thooght they should
not allow themselves 0 be either alarmed o1
disappointed by the result of the vnions being
formed in the coloutes. What they wisked 1o
have propagated was their awa Preshyterian
form of discipline, and what they wished *o sce
in the colonies was a strong Church, dependent
or independent, as circumstances might best per-
mit. If the colonial Churches, by throwi-g aside
those questions which had alecal interestonly,
and which bad a powerful influence only m
Home, saw their way to union, they wauld be
betier able to meet the demands of the colonies,
and to a complete extent 1o reliere the funds
of this Church; and they would gain by their
unjon such a position in the country as would
give them strength in all questisns. nat ouly
of ecclesistical interest, but even of colonial
policy. it was painful, no donbt, to think of
the scparations that must take place, and the
contemplatedunion in North Americagavethem
no small measure of anxiety, for it would de-
pend on the relation fn which the new indepen-
dent Church shonld siaud towards them in
consequence of the terms of unign whether or
not o complete separation must ensne : but 1he
question of anion there was stil! in dependence
und was probably some years distsnt. Aus-
tralia alone presenied them with o colony in
whick & union had been effccted by the minis-
ters who represented the three great Presby-
terinn Churches of this conntry.  The subject
was long and ansiously discussed, and 4iffi-
cultics of almoss insurmountable magaitude
seemed o preseat themselves, bot graduaily
these difficuitics were renaved, and their breth-
ven there, isolated to a cerlsin cxleni, came
: to feclthe need of twmnical encauragement and
{enppport, and gradually were dranan {ogether

till atlast they formed = compleie bass af union.
zor the terms of ynian e did not think there
was aaything that called for cenente on thrir
Cparl. The third artele of the basis of umon
might occasion refection, for it asseried the
compleie wdependence of the new Preshy-
‘tevian Claurchk of all other Churches. Some
attempt  had  been made in the negotia-
tions for this union considerably to muliiate
the 224 chapier of the Coanfession of Fath; but
i1 had neveribeloss come pretyy well throngh
the ardeat. The followiog was the sccond article
of the basis of union, and he ventured 1o say it

% be sentout in the first place ; but be was of opin~
!

)

11,

was an expianation which no member of thy
Assembly could have suy hesitation in adogst-
1og, namely —

“ That, insstnuch as there is a difference of
opinion in regard to the dowwrnes contuined
in these stauwdards relatie to the power and
duty of the civil magistrate in matters of Relig.
ion, the office-bearers of this Chiurch, in sub-
seribing to these standardz and formularies, are
not 1o be held as counmenancwnyg any persecnt-
ing orintelerant principles, or as professing
any viens as to the poner and duty o3 the civid
magistrate inconrsisteal with the hberty of per-
sonul copscirnce or the right of private judge-
ment.”

After some further remarks Iir. Stevenson
moved to the ¢fiect that the General Assembly,
as regards the union wiich has been consum-
nmated in the Australian colony of Victonn, find
that theyr minisiers there, entering into that
union, kiad done nuthing | hick merits censure |
and find that the must friendly relations may
rontinee 10 be cultivated between the parent
Church and the Presbyterian Chureh in Vie-
toria ; but that the ministers of the said Church
of Victorin cuanot merely as such be recog-
nised as munisters of the Church of Scotland.

Mr. Musge Hoxs seconded the motion. {lc
said that, so far from there being any jealousy
or distrust 8s to this new Presbytenan Church
in Australia. ke thoug'  they ought to regard
it with ndeep fecling of sntisfuction and delight,
on witnessing the evidence of so much life and
eaergy, and on witnesswig the rvise of an inde-
pendent Chureh hasing for its purpose 1o es-
blish religious worsiup throughaut the colony,
a Church fouaded on Presbyterian principies
and which was desirous sull to bold commaun-
ton with the mother Church of the mother coun-
tey. He conprastufated the convener of the
Colonial Scheme that there had been such a
friendly correspondence kept up between the
committee and the misisters of the Choreh in
Victoriz. tle ehiould be well pleased to sce in
their other colonies the same Jife and energy
shown in providing the mceans of religioas
worship. When he looked to the vast extent
of the interests committed to the hands of the
Caolanial Commitice, and the amount of labour
devolving ou the commitice, he thonght every
possible eacouragement should be given to the
convener and the committee in the discharge
of their duties.

Me. Oswarp and Dr. Hius both expressed
thewr opinion as to the importance of cnltivat-
g friepdly relations with the Church in
Aastralia.

The motion of Dr. Stevenson was unan-
imously adopted.

(1o be conttnued.)

MISCELLANEOQUS.

————

POPULAR ERRORS,
From the Piclou Record for June.

We have spoken of congregational delusions
on the subject of “memp.” Bu connccted
with evory porlion of miaistenial work there
are popular fallacics. People sccept and aet
upon them without thinking. Do not gei zagrr,
belaved brother reader, al x sinicment of somne
of these. I they 6t vou very closcis——even o
the pinching point—why then deop them. If
sou arce “not guilty,” de not nccuse the weiter
of baving had vou in his cye whea he was
wriuag. Th littde article is gaying * thoa ant
the man™ only 1o the really guilty. And &t
ame zot at 2 cloud of words bat al pininness
of speechi.  Lislen then.

(1) Many members of the congregation expect
that thelr miaister should marsy 16 plense them,

tAgTeed then: dut det 4 be uadersiood also



