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dragze) waso fae o the maln road, and jomned the
doubld living stivsns that wae pouring down toward
tho sinotuary,

Tks convent looks maze fike s fortresd than the dwels
ling of praceful tnooks. dv stahls or an isolated pla
teau, siiraunded on sl sides Ly & woat, formed by
tbe bad of & muuntaia lorsartt—dey, or nonly eo, in
suwmer, Lut a rushing slver tn winter, Acros this s
thrown & short marmva stono Lridge, the ouly sccen
to the convent. Temnorary wooden buts and gally
decorzted booths, for t..0 sccomme tation of visiturs, fills
¢4 evory woh of ground on this side of the moat, sud
swarmod with bundreds of motlyy people.

1Ead it not Yeen fo¥ the peacefal naturo of the octu-
pations of the érowd—10 loud was tha din, 10 wiartial
thy Yook of the mon with wue sed caps and red belts—
it mighthave been taken for & beleaguering 6 which
liad pitchod its tonte, and was watching an opportunity
10 assault tka fort above.  Venders of wines and cata.
Lles, sollers of holy irages, scliques, and rosaries, (el
loes of religious legends, mountehauks, and ewpirice,
were all shouting at the tup of their voicoy, playingon
the crodulity, exciting thy pasions, or salsfylng the
eubstantial wants of & liost of screaming customers.

1 vat down in oue of the booths, and aficr partaking
of some refreshoient, which 1 really needed, 1 turned
from tho bustlo around me to pazo on tho glorles of
tbs departing sun eash fold of the mountain on moun.
tain closing in the prospeet to the north was glowing
red, while the valleys at the foot tvere lost already in
agolt blus wist. Tho calm and tolemn geandeur of
the laadscapo at that hour, which alweys bringe with it
a wingled fecling of regret and bope, made the flurry
aad excitement going on at my clbow scem still more
puerile and aimless.  While watching the twinktiog in-
to vistr of one star after another, I beard & bell toll,
and faw, to my great surpriso, every one, pilprims
and purvoyors, all rise with ong accord, as if they had
recsived an electric shock—cardy, rolics, catables, and
witie-bottled, thrown on ono side, and a geacral rush
inade for the stone brdge. “ What's the matter 2*
weked 1 of a neighbour, '

¢ Tho presentation of {fe sick=-ths Madonna fa le
Erazie,” wat (he quick answer, as he ran offalso. This
was the particular hour, it scems, selected by the Ma.
-donna for perfoviiing her miracles.

To éec a miraclo war worth a little squeeziop; I
therelore, resolved on improving the occasion and join-
ed in the race. I cromsed the bridge, ran tbrough a
litdo rquate, up some. steps, and’so into & spacious
clolster which goes rodnd thu church, Here, inname-
rabla silver ¢z rolos plittered co the walls, smid tudo
represontations of miracles. Some of these Jast woull
have been worth copying—naivele and want of perspec-
tive making them clefs d'auvre in their way. Tho
throng bere formed in prozession, four or five abreast,
ths sick, with their.stoall or large group of kindred
and fiiends, in the front rows, Afoving alowly round,
they all wendud their way to tho cburch-door, through
the open pertals of which the miraculous stutus was
seen. The Llaz) of jewels on all parts) of the image,
togetber with tho quantities of l:ghted wax-torches sur-
rounding Ler, produced a cerain dffect even on me.
1 was poritively dazzled. An explotion of adamiring
ejaculations, of broken appeals, of sighs and sobs, most-
ly frow the female part of the congregation, broke forth
at the porgeoas sight—a concert shrill enough to pierce
uven the stoue cars of Nostra Siguora del Laghetto .
but, vevertheless, qverpowercd by the tich bas of
two sceptical blind men, begaing for alms on either
side of this door. Their faith must bave been languid
iadeed, tioce they profersed carrying on their supplic
eations outiide, at the risk of being flattened sgainst
the 'wall, td trying their chasces with the X donnd in-
side. The cortege took to the right of the chapel, and
adsanced till its’ front row siovd opposite the main al-
tar ; then it came to a full stop, and the presutaiion
of the sick began. Ao old man, with anow-white bair
aad a fage Lke pacchment, was boistzd np towards the
image ; but for the shivering of bis paliled limbs, ibe

oot cresture might kave becn tsken fur a ,corpee, 80
anconscions did be ook, ¢ O, Medonne, fategli la |

graxin I (Grant hiw the biewing!”) screamed teveral

voices—et Faregli la geazia!” responded the whole

thurchin chorus, .

« Jt's the Madonna ghing to. cure you—roose yours {

self: bave faith ; )ik up your arms to her,™ cried ah

oid sbrivéliod peaiant woman 16 the wretchod. eripplé.
. He did by, 4nd maraged to faise bis arms a little,,
ot Glyta let thesa drop again, whiilé bis hesd sunk’
ot hio shoulderd-with a gross.. O, Madonna, it is oo |-

eruel,” sobbed $he.old woman in a state of distraction,
S afar ] bave ssid 00 1maay. prayers £2 You, tod given

20 many alme on your account. Yod know you can do
itv you like. O niel O et youknow you can.”
« Make another ¢fTurt,” eries a youug man {o the

thing sou con remember.”  Alas ! it was past the pow-
er of the sufferer, already covored with cold sweaty, to
do anytblng byt tremble and sbake; and bo and his
dirconsolate friends tnust make room for auother party.

My folly friond, the fatber of the deaf aud dumb
child, with eoma of bis relations whom Lo bad wet, cane
forward. Poor Mariua was duly lifted up, and hold
towards the Virgis, with tue customary invocationt.
It was'a sad and touching sight, indeed, to behold the
intelligent little creaturo jolo ber bands and evidents
ly pray—~0, to eatncaly l—ber cyes distendod with
cagesness, aud, in answer to hee fatbar’s expressive
pantomitne, tey ta speak.  Nothing cams of it, o couno
but some uncauthyinarticulato sounds, whiclh apparent-

«Jy decoived a portion of the moro distant speciators,
for they befan shouting: ¥ 8ho speaks | sbe speaks! &
miracle—shg speaks !

1 shall never forgot tho balfangry, balfdejected
glanco of ths father, as by shook Lis head towards tho
spot whence the shouts procecded.—}le then Jooked
up at the Madonna, mado an attempt o addrees her;
but Lis cwotion was loo great for utteranco (lucky [t
was s0), and relired iu silence, his child claspod to bis
bosons,

Tho third sick presented was a spectral young man
on crutches, obviously in the Jast stage of consumption.
‘Lue persons round Lim<mountaincers from their
dress—looked particularly fierco and excited. They
raised hiw up, uttering eavago crics *that they smust
bave hiw cured®  Afer & moutent’s pause, thoy low-
cred bim apaiu, and bade bim stand and walk without
csutches, 1saw the paor fellow stapzer ke a druuken
man. 1 beard frantic exclamations of disappointment
mixed with muttered imprecations. 1 saw fists raised
indefiance. + . . . Icould stand no more—1 wa,
sick at heart, loes it the sbocking exbibition ilulf'
than with the epirit in which it was conducted. 1 lite.
rally fled from the church,gnd turned my back on the
sbrine, ab viate.

Tho moon shone beight on Lill and vale, and the
sterry eky recounted the plories of the Lord. The
soothing ard elevating influcnces of the divine harmo-
wiies of creation stold over.ye as 1 walked, and tuned
ny soul to forbesrance. Did tho poor people 1 had
Just scon at the obrine know what' they were aboot ?
Was 1t their fault it they were taught no Letter ? And
1 put oy trort for them 1n the Great Marey—resthung
Nice at midnight, in 8 wore Christian frame of mind
than 1 could have anticipated & few bours before.—
Chambers’ Journal.
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TUE VATICAN.

Tnis word is often uscd, but thero are many who
do not uadarstand jts import. The terwm tefers to &
collcetion of buildings oo one of the eeven hills of
Rsume, whick covers a space of 1200 feel in length and
1000 feet im breatb. 1 i« built on the £poi oncs occu-
pied by the garden of cruel Nero. It owes its origin
to tho Bishop of Rome, wbo in the earlier. part of the
sixth century erexted a humble residenco on its site.
About the year 1160, Pope Logsuius rebuilt it on a
oagnfizent scule.  Ianocent 1L, o fow years after
wards, gavo it up as a ludgiog to Peter 1, King of
Arragon. In 1605 Clement V. st the inatigation of the
King of Fraace, removed the Papal sce {rom Rome to
Avignon, when the Vatican remained in & vood t,00 of
cbicurity and neclect for wore than seventy . ears.

But eoon afier the return of the pontifical-court to
Rome, an evsnt which had been 20 uuiversally prayed
for by poor Petrarch, aad which Sually {ook place
10 1375, the. Vatican was put in & state of repair, &-
gaio eclarged, and it was thenceforward connidured as
the regalar palacs and reridonce. of the Popes, who,
ous after ti8 uther, sddéd fresh Lanildings to it, sad

-and books, uatil it became theivhest ddpasitary in the
world,
The library 6f the Vatican was commenced fourteen

.among which are some of Pliny, 5t. Thowmas, St
- Charlos Borzomeo, and many Ilobraw, Syrian, Arabian
,and Armenisn Biblas. )

The whole ¢f tye immense Luildings: compasing ibe

of ancient Roine, with paintings by the. wasters,:and’

déceription: 4~ 2 .
When it ia-known: that there. Lave -bosn exbumed.

 tomples and paisoss, of Bome, the 1eadas, 3. form

oldone. “ Oalyay a Salve Rigine, an Ave—ang-.

gradually encircled it aith antiqaities, statues, pictures

hundred years'ago. ‘It contaius €0,00C manuscripts,-

-w@ curious medsls u’d nlﬁ_jnitig of almont ‘avery |

more tha'sévenly thowand statues from tba Fwincd | ip

some idea of the rivhness of thy Vatiosn: 1t will qver
be licld in veneiatlon by the student, the artist, and
tha scholar. Raffmlund Michael Angelo ate eathron-
ed theré, ahd their .(Erohe will ba endurabls & the
love of beauty and genius {a the hearts of their wor
shippera,
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PROTRATANTISN IN FaAxcK~The fact that Brua?,
tho late admiral of the French navy, was a Protertant,

and that General Pelissior, the hero of Babastopol, is
aleo raid to Lo & Protestant, has led Dr. Baied to pre-
sent abrief viow of Protostantism iA France, Thosgh
in twa centuries and & Lalf ending in 1786, onpremsions
and parsecutions caused the death of over two millions
and the oxpuldon from tke countey of half a million
maore, yét {Lore are niow & million and a half of French
Protostants in France, besides half a million in the part
which Bonaparte tock from Germany. Meny of ber
most distinguished citizons Lavn been and o'l ave Pro-
testants,

In the last years of the reign Louis Philippe, whea
tho Jesuits had gained great power, the Journal des De-
bats announced that if the Drotastants did not like the
slate of things, * thoy right emigrate as their ancsptory
did at the revocation af the edict of Nantee® in -~ 85.
The next day Gabricl Dellessert camo out in the same
journal over bis own name,snd 23 a deputy of France,
and told the editors and all France, that the Protest-
auts of that conntry wero one million and a half in
nuruber; that they bad done as much and were over
roady to do &% much as any othier cqual portion of thy

* population to uphold the Lonor and advance the intor-
ests of the kingdow ; that they knew their rights, and
would maintain them. The effcct was immense. Not
another syllable was -ublished in that journal about
the emigration of Protestants.
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Astronomers éxpect the appsarance this year of the
comet of 1556, called Charles V., and so named from
baving, according o some historians, caused 1bat mon-
arch toabdicate and retire o the convent of St.Just.
It is tho wandering star, some aay, which appearedin
1264, io 993, andin 683. Iis retorn was fixed for
1818, but it did not answer tho call, frightened per-
haps, 89 a monarchical comet, by the cccentricities of
that epoch. The now caleulations of the savans, hiow-
cver, are spoken of with confidence as to the present
nearness of its visit.
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The Rochester Advertiser states that & fow days age
a man cut 8 cane from Blackbird Jsland, overhavgiog
Niagara Falls. The foat was peclormed in this wice ¢
“The ice baT mage from the shore a considerable dis-
tance, until it was aluost met by (ba ico from this is-
land; Lot etill thers was a frighiful space beiwaen,
wherotha water was boiling and surging over (be cat-
aract. Nothing daunted at this, he procured an cigh-
teen foot ladiler with which be crept along tho ice, and
manazed to throw it gver, so that golb ends rested on
the cidge of the ice, across the golf, and then went a.
crose Limsalf on the Younds of tbe ladder. Afier cut-
ting astick of ted pedar sufficient t» mako three or four
canes, ha fastencd it over his shoulder and then made
the perilous return over the ronnds of the ludder, in
the same way he went. The'dlightast piving way of
the ice, hisfrail brid.se. and himself would have been
liurled into instant destruction jor Lad be mised Lis
hold in thelcam, certain and instantaneous death would
bava been shaconsequence. The river hasnaver been
¢ filled with ice abova $be falls as at present, apd a
century may roll round before this perilous feat could:
be accomplished again®  *
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Tax Britist BARK ResoLuTe.—It ‘it now stated
by good judgers, that the Resolute, which liea in Now
London harbor, is not worth 873,000, as bas been
.etated, and probably the English gnvernment will never
make any.zitcupt 10 recover ber. ‘The siily, rigging,
e of the ship are represcuted to be in a rottes and
dilapi lated condition.  Lhe hull s built of taak wood,,
whicl is the only.wood fit for Arclic navigatics; ships
that:ari built of it' being alwost indesiructible ; and
the only value now attaching to the ship is this wood
and ber copper. These sre worth perbaps $20.000.—
the men-who .brought. lier in. have been satisfled, se
far as env claim for salvage was coneerned, with §30¢
each. Ths sbip is still vidi=d.olmowt daily by the
carioas from all parte.of the country, and same of
thess - visitors: are “curious” enowph, for thev steal
;ieqryﬂziug’ that they ‘cen l_g;'qufa upon,.—Hariford
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 Ora1X AT TaE West~A writer {c ‘the O
Pilladiuny gives . an vitimate .of tha present. wtores of

atican, e Sliedwith séstoen from. binauth S 1uins | 3 omercontem s e e Oniario aad the Upper

e onarTang, i Sommon oninien.tut 22 very
largs proportion o ast year's erop is il e

hinde f producers, both 30 Censda, ad e Wasr
owing 30(Ne decline in peices 304 bad yeads, 8nd will

<

confirming .tbe commoyn

0t b likely 10 come opt very aatly this vpring "< The
“total quaiitity ia-state at Q.vniot'yt of pleees spec]

aicording 10 his setimaie, 349,00 barrels of Sous.,

'

[ 354 1,084,000 bushels &l whopt



