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EMINENT PIETY NOT AN (

ACCIDENT.

IlGifts in prayer. gifts iii the Christian s
graces, are greatly coveted by iiany wvho
donot have theni--coveted as g;fts. Tbey i
are giftB, indeed, whene% er posse8sed ;but
Pgifts that have been aaked for and striven
after. Though gifLa, they hiave cost maich
-înuchi in pratyurful vigilance anîd eager
assiduity. Tiiere is indeed grcat variety
inconstitutionat endowm ente of speech,
quickness and deptb of emotion. But the
essentials of true piuty, the piety which
the world fecîs and covets, are not con-
etitutieital t:tidownients, like the poetic
genius. AUl piety is a graft set jute a wild
stock, and set there for the aaking. The
erninently devout spirit is a fruit '>f culti-
vation. What we cail Christian Ilbreed-
ing " bas miuch tu du with it ; the "second
birth " still more ;' but no matter how
weIl-bred Christiaîîly, or how tboroughly
bori again, deep, daily piety-piety that
modifies life, giv'ing it an efficient and
conîsistent earnestîiess which comnmands
the world's confidence, dues net corne by
chance, nor cone of nieglect after the be-
ginning. The spirit and power of that
prayer which everybody in prayer-nîeeting
lo-os to hear, even thq ugh in lpuer Enk lish,
~did net corne into that soul on sn accident-
ly breeze. It iras b>rn of tioul burninge
alune with God. The Payson and Page
and Muudy spirit does noL develope eut'
of ait uncultivated soil. Willianm E. Dodge
andI Cliristibplier Robert were as assiduous
in cultivatiiîg the Christian spirit as they
were lilierîti of t irne, toi), and money xi
the iintere-its cf Christ's Kingdom. Trie
one camne as the result of the other.
Clîristuphier Robert is zaid to liave liad
his times, in the days of bis highest bus-
iness activity, wlien, shut away aluxie with
God, &Il business deixîing, lus personal
attention nîust stand stili awaitirnr biis
comîiîîg down freuux the inmtuit - sonxtiiînes
for whlîle dIays. Eminent pitty neyer
cornes by chanîce. It is a re-suit oîîly of
paiiistaking endeameur after just tlîat.
Thbe resson why we bave noL a larger por-
portion of etiinent Christians la, there
are sne few iixo are willitig to pay the
price c.! attainmniet. So'îîebody lias said

"The highest geîîius is the genius te aie'
-which nxeans tbe ability, the patientI
perseî-erance te hold te a purpose.

A streng body does ixot cerne witheut
Sood food. No mnore doen spiritual vig-

tir and growtx without spiritual food.
mue beit bred and most thorougbly con-
~erted soul can be starved, uatil iL will
îoemn as if struck witb the blight of deatb.
h'ed only, or chiefly, upen business, plea-
tire, liglit reading, skeptical, reading,

worldly reading, oin the S4bbath,, xvili kil)
off the bestbhem soul. The olderwie grow,
bue more deeply we feel that there is nu
food for the soul that can compare, in
intritive powrer, with the Wo.rd of Ged.
It is like daily oxygeri to the lungs. Al
cther bocks, are likely te be like air witb
more or less mniasuxa in it. There are
8tarveling Clîristians to-day meedy and
lîepeless, situply for uvant cf feeding upoîx
G<îds truth. And the best cookingfer iL,
is tbat wbicl cernes ofa seul beated by
solitary communion with Ged.

Pastors look sadly upon se many and
irbisper in themnselves, " Ye did run well,
whu did hînder you." Nobody hindered
yeu, my brother. No exîvironnient prêe-
veîd ed you. Pai nstaking endeavour
woud bave kept 3'eu running well. Ged
foreordains ne uxait te fa.ilure or te poor
succees. lRe cals ail te the beight in
Christ Jesus. But Il 1 must figbt if I
wuould win. "-ev. Dr. J. Hf. Taylor, int
N. Y. Eraiigelist.

EXPECT LITTLE.
The less we expect frein this world the

better for us. The les& we expect frorn
ur fellow-men wlîether of spiritual lielp)
or cf iruspiring eap]e, the smaller
will bu, our disappountînent. Hie that
leans on bis own strengtb leans on a
broken reed. We are always gobw~ te be
soinething strenger, purer, and bolier.
Smnnewhere in the future there alirnys
baniga iii tue air a golden ideal cf a higber
life that we are goîng tu reacb; bu,' as we
ino-e on the dreain of better thinge imures
oni hefore us also. It is like the clxild's
runiniing over buliind the bill te catch the
raiîibow. When lie geLs (on the Iill-top
tue rain-bow is as far off as ever. Thus
dues eut day dream of a bighiier Christian
life keep fioating aray from us ; and wu
are lt.f t t-) realize, wbat frail, unreliable
creaturea ire are when we rest Our expec-
taLions cf growtb snd victory ox'er evil iii
eurselves. 'My seul, wait thon only
uipon Ged My expectatien is only front
Him."-Dr. 2'. L. Gutyler.

Ced will be with those who live ini love
aîud peaco.


