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Ixploring the Rockies.

One of the recognized pastimes wof
the Ol World 18 mountain (himbing,
but it 1= apparently  safe  to prediet
that at the close of another generation
the number of mountaineers on this
continent will be vastly in excess of
those in FEurope. To begin with, there
are o  larger number of the Anglu-
Saxon race here to draw from. and,
secondly, the attractions of the Rock-
fes are tore powerful than anything
to be found elsewhere short of the

Hlmalayas,

Several Englishmen have crossed the
Atlantic for the sole purpose of climb-
Ing the Wigher penks of the Canadian
Rocky Mountaing and Selkirk ranges
Professor Norman Colliv  has made
two very successful trips, in which he
combined exploration with climbing,
and last year the foremost climber of
the London Alpine Club, Rdward
Whymper, took a preliminary run
through the mountains to get the data
trom which to plan an attack upon
the principal peaks lylng within one
hundred miles or so of the little moun-
tain resorts, Banff, Ficld and Glaeler
What he saw must have encouraged
him, for he has just returned to Can-
ada with four Swiss guides to pass the
entire sumier cliinbing the helghts
ot the various peuks he visits.

Edward Whymper, who divides with
Sir Martin Conway the leadership of
the sclentific mountalneering of the
world, has llved a lfe far beyond the
ordinary in adventure and daring.
jle first started ciimbing in the early
sixties—a mere boy, but already the
equal of the trained puides who ‘h:\d
passed thelr lives at the work., Ewen
from the first he made few mistakes,
and whenever a first rate peak bafled
him 1t was oniy a check and not 2
defeat, for he returned again and
again until he conquered it

For hundreds of years the sharp
Matterhorn had looked down in scorn-
ful pride upon the Zermatt Valley No
man had ever succeeded n reaching
its topmost pinnacle. Time and again
the hardy native climbers had started
out to conquer it, but It had always
been the same tale; in due time the
adventurers returned tired, dispirited
and humbled—the Matterhorn was al-
ways the victor.

T)hen Whymper appeared. Season
after season this quiet, resolute young
Englishman made annual attempts ‘.0
reach the summit, and at len;;;g his

yerpistence was awanded.

d(i\gtgogntgxh. in 1865, on rhe l4th of
July. Whymper stood on the summit
of the Matterhorn  ‘There were -.-I;:?}
in the party which included Lord ~!
Pouglas, the Itev Charles Hudson ang
NMr Hadow The Matterhorn had pnm
conquered but §twas about 0 take &
terrible revenge.  On the Wi dona
Jladow sHpped at a point w here thers
v @ nn pae vty of his rc;:..mx:‘: lln;s
tng. ‘The pammy was fope
;rgoggmfnnd h:ullnol the rope broken not
one wanld have survivel, as it wasg,
Lord Dauglas, Mezars. Hadow, Hadson
and Croz, the senlor su.de, rcn‘ 1.060
fect on to the Matterhoraglescher.
Whymper and the tno remalning
mutd-s heing left clinging to the bare
rock face and not knuwing how s>
they might share the fate \\'t.ﬂrh had
overtaken thetr comrades Now  ¢he
iron mnerse for which W hymper hes
£lways been so remarkable  showsd
Itself.  His two men were wtterly un-
nerved.  They trembled tintently and
the youhger wept like a chiid ~ The
Englishman alone remained ennl and
gelf-possessed. By Judirdous mingling
of threats, promises and exhortations
he contrived to Instiil them with some
of his own unconquerable spirit and
at length got them back to a point of
safet

"Suo)l'\ an adventure woulid have putan
end to mountaineering with mnst men,
but Whymper can mo more  resist
climbing than a saflor can keep away
from the sea A few years later.
having conquered everything in the
Alps, he made a longer expedition to
the Andes, and succended In elimbing
all of the higher peaks of that range
within the iimits of the republic of
Fcuador Chimborize Carazan CHto-
paxt and many athere trtweorn 11 (HH)
and 10000 feet wens cltmoed  When
he stand upnn the summit of Chimbor-
azo, 20545 feet above the =ea, he had
climbed higher than any ather man.
and for weeka at a time hoe lived at an
elevation greater than that of the sum-
mit of Mount Blanc. The actuad dan-
goers of the ascent wWere never so great
in South America as those b+ hal met
with in the Alps, hut the dlscomfort
and risk from the extreme rarity of
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the afr were, of course, very much
Rreater, At these excessive elevations
cven the most athletic can vily walk
a few steps at o time, then a prone
position must be adopted and  boasath
regatavd, Nothing but the most dog-
god perseverance and magnitteent pow-
ers of endurance wiil enabke a man to
reach the higher summtts of the Andes.

Now, at an age when most men think
nwore Kindly of ¢he arm chatr and the
sHpper than of the Ngreustack amd the
e gase, Whymper has mapped out a
three years' exploration of the Canha-
datn bosekies, and, barrig  aceldoens,
hix success 12 centain. Whatever s in
the power of human effort he will do,
and the mysterfous peaks and untrod-
den fastuesyas of the preat Canadlan
chamn will proasibly no longer be re.
crets when Whymper has finlshed with
them

The Canadian Rockivs are so vast
and so lntle known that it 13 ahmoest
unnecessary to speclfy any panticular
locality as an advisabl: point of ile-
purture. Future gencratlons  wiil
envy the present it glorious  oppor.
tunlties  Any man whose tastes e in
that direction, whuo has the heaith,
strength and courage, may win a names
for Mmseif us an  explorer and a
mountaineer.  To Instance the oppore
tuniifey for dizcovery which abound.
Last  awmwnn . J. Duschesnay, wof
1oy eistoke, determined <o take a little
Jwunt to exdend over three days, east
oi the magnitlcent Van Horne range
and rorth of the main Wapta River.
Although the 1rIp was so short a one.
he found himself in <he presence of
mariels of nature of which no one had
ever heand.  He had the satisfaction
of being the first of his race to mensure
the great Takakkaw Fall, 1,400 feet tn
depth, and ¢he ploneer explorer of a
valley which would be a fortune to any
Swixs mountain resort were it near
me On his return from his explori-
:(l)(:‘!}'ho described his experience as fol-
. After following the bridle path from
Fleld to Emerald Lake 1 camped on
the evening of the Juth Inst. by a mos:
charming ltile lake, which {8 upon the
divide separating the waters of 1Smes -
ald Lake from those of the nurth furn
of the Kicking Horse. The lakelet, a
couple of hundred yards in length, is
G feet above the sea and Is at the
foot of one of the spurs of the rugged
snow capped Wapta range, and direct-
1y facing it, the highest point of that
r:lx;lge towers almost a mile into the
ale,

“Making an carly start the next
morning, 1 followed the tradi made by
the wild goats along the ciest of
ridge bordering a picturesque and
peaceful ralley for some ten mbles. |
was atmost constantiy above timber
fine, the tratl Keeping pretty steadily
between G000 and 7000 feet. 1 do not
think I have ever seen so beautiful a
scene, and I named ¢ at once Yohw,
which s & Cree exciamation of as-
tonislunent. At 18 northern end 1t s
guarded by Mounts Collte and Balfour,
forming a gateway through which a
greal glacier forees §1s xlow, restiess
way to the bottom of the valtey. Here
the snorth tork of the hickig Horse
1iver ts born.  Iast, 1 found myseil
facing a scene abxolutely terrible n
it2 witd grandeur, a mnge of grim
sentinels formed & baurier  between
valley and the watershed of Bow Lake
at the head of Bow river. All were
glaclated and white to the very cdge
of the olilfs bordering the valley, and
as slanting rays of the autumn sun hit
up those gieat snow flelds and  iee
slopes, the scenc wus one to impress
itself upon the mind and imaginativa
of the most stelid.

*Had I had tbe time to hant Tcould
hatve shot wild goaes by the dozen, and
had I been a botanist 1 could have fitl
ed my herbarium with plants so rare
as yet ju the muscuins that they are
worth their weight In gold, or had 1
been a mountainecr there were a score
of peaks in view upon whose summits
no human foot has ever been placed—
but as 1 was only out for a little quict
exploration, and somewhat pressed for
time, 1 could do none of these things.
Yot 1T was amply rewarded by discov-
ering two cataracts the like of which
do not oxist elsewhere, so far as 1
know. At one point twin falls come
down from the cternal fce ficlds §n n
drop of 1,200 feet . in another & mag-
nifilcent arch of snow-whito watel
teaps 1.100 feet from the foot of fts
present glacier to the bed of the Kick-
ing Horse Canyon. Morcover, 1T had no
hardships or difficulties to face. my
sure-footed pony carricd me over every
fout of the road. and I was absent
trom Ficld but three days.™

Mr. Whymper will first exploit thils
wonderfud Yoho valley, after which he
will attempt the Ascent of Mount As-
siniboine, a glant peak about twenty
miles south of Banff, in the Canadlan

Natlonal park, which bears a striking
resombiance to the Swiss  Mountal,
like the Mauerhorn, Mount Assini-
boine 18 o needle-shaped mass of rock
tising abruptly  from the enurinous
syinclers at it foot, and, ke the Mat-
terhorn, Mount Assintboine has battled
every man who has tried to scale its
steep flanks, but Whywmper is unde:-
stool to have resolved upon Its de-
feat, and it I8 not unlikely that the
first year of the present century wih
sce the ascent of Mount Assiniboine by
this diauntless mountaincer.

One advantage the Rockles and Sel-
Kirks poussess 11t common over the Aips
18 thelr wild solltude. Not one in tem,
cven of the higher peaks, has heen
reenr by & white man, and not one in
five thousand has heen climbed. The
lovely valteys are never trodden by u
humnn foot, and the lakes and strewms
abound In trout for which no fishers
man has ever east a {ly, and now that
the Stoneys, the only Indian  tie
which hunted between the plains and
the Kootepay, are almost cextinct,
game Is as abundant as the checks
which nature always puts upon the
wild things of the woods and ranges
will peimit 1t to become ‘Thus the
man who cares for exploration and for
nature, a8 well as for olimbing, will
find more to satisty him In Alberta
and British Columbla than he can
hope for, at this late day, in the Alps
or the Carpathians.

Even within the narrow limits of the
Canadfan Nationn! park, whose bound-
arfes are the sides of a rectangle twen-
ty-six miles long by ten broad, there
are many beautiful valleys which 1o
one hus yet visited. An old guide and
trapper, Tom Wlilson, who lives In
Banff, went off almost by himself last
year and saw nany strange sights.
Among other things he actually found
a small glacier within the park limits,
something that nobody in Banff cver
dreamed of. IHis nccount of his trip,
which, by the by, was made over a
ruad hitherto :absolutely untraveled,
is most luteresting. By the camp fire
awalting the arrival of a belated pack
train he gave the following outlined
sketeh of the exploration in questlon

“I started out from Banff and rode
along the trall to Devil's Lake. nlne
miles. This trajl, as you know, passes
by the base of Cascade Mountaln, the
Indlan name for which is *The Moun-
tain Where the Water Falls! At its
foot there Is a heautitul lttle prairie,
now fenced in by the Canadian gov-
ernment and stocked with herds of
buftalo, elk, antelope and white goat.

“Devil's lake s twvelve miles long,
and from a point an the northern side
a fairly good old Indian hunting trafl
was followed over a high divide to
the middle fork of the Dead Man's
River. From the summit of this pass
I obtaincd one of the finest views 1
ever had in the mountaing, and more-
over, T was the first to notiee 2 smll
glacter which T found exists at the
base of Mt. Aylmer, 10300 feot high,
the highest mountaln in the park In
future lots of people Wil visit this
mass of blue lve, smme nf them wit
think they were the flrst to tind it
but as 4 matter of ‘act until 1 wasg
there in 1400 ne white man in Banff
or in any othe- uiace In the Rockies
ever suspected that a glacler extsted
in the National Park.

"AWRY to the north the eye roams
over moeuntains and ridges exten.d 2
to an Interminable Qdistance. Every
where the short turf was enllvened by
flowery, few of which have as yet ben
examined by the botanist. 1 folluned
the trail down the Dead Mans Rlver
for nune miles, much of the way being
through green standing timber, made
up largely of the Douglas fir and the
Englemann spruce, and at length 1
came to the gap through which the
tratl runs to the eastern end of Devil's
Lake, into which no doubt 1t flowed,
until some anclent glacier piled up 8
moraine across its path and furced the
river 10 turn cast. But as a protest
the river, except during a couple of
weeks fn carly spring, digappears at
this point and flows underground for
five miles, not emerging into daylight
until it s joined by the south fork.
then, as it glad of company, i1t flows
joyously above ground and starts off
in a falrly direct line for Hudson Bay.
Its Indian name, Ghost Rlver. was
given it on account of its samewhat
mysterfous disappearance and reap-
pearance.

“Leaving Devil's Lake T travelled for
five miles down a valley, the average
width of which was, perhaps, half a
mile, though ft 18 walted in by cliffs
almast perpendicular and 400 feot in
helght T am not a geologist, but 1
think it would well repay any man who
understands such things to visit a lit-

tle gulch which comes in near the end
of the Devilts Lake, lere ars to be
found, marked in che =0lld rock, the
fuatprimts of some prehlstorle monster
which kindly left the imprints of ity
feet to make glad the heart of  some
men of scletee

“I at kngsh reached the sunmu: of
the pass which leads te Carrot Creek
and to Duthill, from which polnt & is
but a coupls of hours’ ride to Banff,
un another owoaslon I extended  the
trip when 1 got ta Carrot Creck by
turning vast into a fine park-like coun-
1, conmnuing on to the south fork of
the Ghost River. 1 fullowed the rivar
down to a MHitle stream that comea In
frian the south and heads In a delight-
ful lake swarming with trout  which
cun as high as ten pounds.  Thls lake
wags a favorite camping place of the
Stoney Indians half o century agos
here they have defeated the Blackfeot
of the Plaing in pliched battle. even
when the latter outnumbered them ten
ty vne.  From thiz point an old Iu-
alan s rall erozces a rolling country to
the Bow River, striking it at the sito
of the ofd Bow fort.  This old Hudson
Bay post was bullt in 1M2, but aban-
doned after a fow years accupakion, on
neeount of the bloodthiraty attacks of
the Bilackfeet, Blood and Plogun
tribes,”

Mr. \WWhymper, too, will doubtiess ex-
plore this reglon, for his present in-
terttons are to spenad this and the sume-
mers  of 1802-3 in the Canadlan
Rockies and the story he may have to
teil the world of fte hidden mysteries
Wil be awnalted with the deepest  in-
tarest.

Nitrate of Sodu Situation,

The conditions prevaiitng and as, In
part. explained in these columns re-
cently, continue, and n strong market
may be expected during the remadnder
of the current year, but it is not exe
peeted that prices will be forced much
higher on the west coust, notwith-
standing the fact that the combination
Qf producers has control of the situa-
tlon  Further particutars have come
to hand since our previous ieview of
the gituation from which it may be
inferred that lower prives need not be
expected  untilt  after March of next
year, the time of expiration of the pro.
ducers' agreement Prices in the mcan-
time may be affected by changes in
frelght rates and the conditlons pre-
valling in other markets, and shouid
consumptive requirements in this
country increase.  there may  follow
perfods of camparative scarcity and
temporary advances, although ship-
ments from the west coast are regul-
ated to supply prospective require-
ments and purchasers of cargoes for
future arrivals can provide against
such contingencles with reasonable as-
surance of constant atd ample supply

The praduction ailowed by the cun
bination of the twelve wonths  from
April 1, 1901, to March 31, 1902, was
31,273,000 quintals, or approximately
1,120,000 tons. Subsequently it was
agreed that only seventy-fhve per cent.
of thix ameunt should be eaported dur-
g the nine months from April 1 Lo
December 31 of the present year, the
object stated being to more evenly dis-
tribute the production viver the entire
twelve months, The amount to be ship-
ped during the nine months will there-
fore e 23,454,750 qutatals, and a3 the
quantity exported during the first three
months of the year was 8,385,383 quin

tals, mukes the calendar year's ex-
ports 29,643,133 quintals. The
total  exports during the year

year 1900 was 31.550.073 quintals. The
amount decided upon thercfore shows
a decrease of 1,905,910 quintals from
the exports during 1900. This Is cquiv
alent to SG.UT0 tons. or about (50,000
bags. From thia it wlil be scen that
the combination of prodacers has pret-
ty good control of the situation, which
has enabled it to fix the higher prices
1ccently cstablished  This control of
supplies might, of course, be taken ad
vantage of to ralse the price at wiil
and to an cxorbitant fHgure, but this ia
not fearcd, as it would be impalitic
and probably result in competition by
new producers who could not casily be
brought Into the fold.—Oll, Paint and
Drug Reporter.

B et

Little tongues are more powerfa!
that the ingenfvus might credit

Ceribbler- - hear the joke editor is
Imking for another job.
Serawler—Yes, he was helping  out

on the copy deok las: night and cam.
aerross an item about a cat heing rut
over and Kiidd by a trolly car.  He
headed it “Nine Lives lost”"—Phlla
delphia Record.



