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MISUNDERSTOOD.

A Jetter from a British Columbla
correspondent  recently appeared in
The Commercial, in which a  strong
protest was made against granting a
charter to the proposed Corbin raile
way. In an editoriai comment there-
on, The Commercital said that the
arguments against the Corbin road
were presented m about as forcible o
manner as it 18 possible to put them.
Some ol ovur readers have miscon-
struca this remark into an indorsation
Ly this journai ot tho arguments used
against the proposed railway. This
Is an entirely erronzous opluion, and
furthermore an opinion eutirely at
variatice with the past utterances of
mhe Commmercial in refesring to this
and other smmilar enterprises.  Wiile
we gave our correspondent credit
for presenting s skle of the case in
a very forcible mauner, we did not
necessarily endorse his contention.

Laund Grants,

The Winnipeg board of trade has
been asked 5 endorse the request for
aid to carry out proposed extensions
of the Daupnin rajlway. The aidusgk-
wt for, it ¥ understood, includes vhe
“usual lund grant.”” It is to be hoped
the bhoard will not lend itself to such
a preposstt as ‘that ol recommending
any fwirther alicnation of the public
tomain.  The manner in which our
western luands have been disposed of,

wiit  form ono of the DLlack
pages  In Caanadian history. The
policy ftollowed Dby the governing

pewer in dealing with this great pub-
it* i ritage, has been such as will bring
upon us—the people of this generation—
the curse of posterity. ‘Those in con-
trol of public affairs have altogether
failed to grasp the wonderful and far-
weaeching  possibilities  of the future,
within reach of the pcople who inherit-
od this vast and rich public domuin, Al-
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ready a vast area of territory has
bcen dissipated. A halt cannot be
called a moment too soon to the waste-
ful and destructive policy which one
government after another in Canada
has followed in dealing with the public
domaln,

Furs in London,

‘A represeatative of the London Dally
Mall haa un 1pteresting chat yester.
day wite ar. Buls, thie wholesule fur-
rier of aslaersuabe streey, on vhe sub
ject ana leaurned some detalls of the
prices wien may be palt tor a lady’s
ativings or evening cape.

Mr. $lits was touna amid a  most
comfortatne  surrounding of {urs;
plles ot them were everywhere, and
1estous ol gray, black aund brown
sking nung from the ceiling and walls
with & p.eusunt suggestion ol warmth
after tne arctic atmosphere of the
street.

“Yes,' sitaa Mr., Billg, “furs have cer-
tainiy ncreased tremendously in price,
and next winter they will, so lur as
appeuragces point, ne  still dearer.
The reuson is somewhat difficult to

ive,
€ “You pust kogow that London is the
fur market of the world. Buyers come
from ull couatries, and in no otier
capitil are there any sales of raw
goots wiuch 1 any way approach
tiiose held here. “Lhe sales are held
ir January, March and June for gen-
eral furs, und m November seal-sking
only are svid. The March sales inst
about u fortnight, and the goods are
on view fur about three weeks preve-
lous tu the days of sale.

“To take the furs in their classes.
Silver fox skins, which are taken
chiefly by Irance and America, a
few only being bought by Eungland
and Russia, sliow an advance of 90
per cent on jast year's prices.” The
highest prico paid this year was £340
for a skin, and this was by a Paris
firm. White fox, which arc {dyed the
fashionable shades, have advanced 60
per cent, while the blue fox, which
have @ natural color of slate or blu-
ish gray, are now 170 to 200 por
cent dearer, and some of the finest
Iceland skins fetch even more.

“Next year's fur necklets wiil prob-
ably be whole-skin oues, with newd,
cte., complete, and for these the pr.ces
have advanced 75 per cent. The sea-
otter provides one of the most valu-
able skins there is, and with a pros-
ability of a greatly raduced supply
next year, and the possibility of che
animal’s early extinction, the azdvance
is 50 per vent. Russia takes the mp-
jority of these furs, and £150 is an
ondinary price for sufiicient to trim
the collar anl cuffs of an overcoat.
The highest price so far has been
£260,

“Lynx are dearer by forty per cent,
and the American marten, which in
England 18 gencrally called sable,
shows an advance of sixty por cent.
While this American variety fetches
from £1 to £5 o skin, the Russian
sable—the real thing—is worth {rom
£33 to £40), and o cape of, say, twenty-
inches depti costs 2,000 guineas. Mink,
which much rcsembics marten m color,
though the fur is shortcr and coarser,
and is affected by the ruling prices ot
sable and marten, anl has gone up
fifty per cent, wiil probably be much
used for capes next year.

*Bear-gkins ol all varicties do not
show much chiange. The finest, which
are used for army head-dresses, fetsh
from £15 to £17, but the genecrnl sorts
are no dearer than a year ago, and
should be greatly 1 request at their
present moderate prices. Skunk, onn
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of the best wearing furs in use, al-
though some thirty per ceut dearer,
is still moderately clieap, and iikely to
be 1w great demund In colusequence.—
Dally Mail,
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BUSINESS AT VANCOUVER.

: Vancouver. May 10.

In coast ecities business continues
good, while In Vancouver the perilous
building boom continues and the fear
of the city being ovef built is still more
fipparent . .

The salmor. industry Is threatened
agalu by scarcity of tins, many of the
cauners foolishly allowing their rivals
on Puget Souud, to buy up thelr
stock when they were feeling discour-
uged over the tardiness of the federal
authorities it changing the salmon
regulations. Owing to the scarcity of
ting there will be a small puck in any
ovent this season,

It all depends on the weather, whe-
ther British Colrmbia is to have an-
other devastating flood or not. ¥Far-
mers in the lower XYraser are becom- -
ing very anxious, and the outlook is
not at ali encouraging. Owing to
the backward spring, snow accumu-
Jated on the mountains until quite late
and shoula warm weather, which has
kept off s¢ far, suddenly come, iloods
will follow

The only change of importance in
the market is in eggs. Bastern eggs
are commencing to arrive, and are
driving the Umited States eggs out.
Thero is a vexitabple meat famine on
the Sound, which affects this market
more or less, but not very materially.

« TR SEALING INDUSTRY.

The Vicwrii Colonist says: Nearly
all of the woust sculing vessels have
teturnea to purt.  Those vessels ab-
sent are the Dora Selward, which will
remail up the coast to fit out for the
Behring seu; the Mermaid, which, it
is thoughy, mi'y cross to the Copper
Islamd coust; the Penelope, Diana,
Mary ciaysor and Hazt'e Yatzie, The
cat hies of these wre given in the
tab e upunued as reportea by other
vesseis up wil late in April or within
o week og the ciosing of the spring
scason.  Tupken together with  the
goud prices for seal fur realized at last
1all’s sales the large catches this year
has put & gew complexion on the seal-
ing nuustry. ‘There were two ves-
sels of thw year's flect which made
made spiendld hauls. The Geneva,
captiained vy W. Byers was top-liner
with the JAlermaid as close second.
The catch o date is as [follows:
Viva, 44 skins; Minnie, 236; Inter-
prise, 601, fGeneva, 1,582: Umorina,
450; gZillah May, 637; Otto, 723;
Ccean ‘Belle, 703; Beatrice, 310; Fay-
orite, 278; ainoka, 449; Borealls, 200;
Arieatls, 862; Dora Seiward, 319 ; Hat.
zic 200; Penelope, 600; Mary Thaylor,
140; Mermaid, 1,850: Diana, 775.

One hundred and sixty seven iwhites
and four hundred Imdians werc em-
ployed in the industry during the past
season, ana it 1s probable that more
than <Gouble this number of men will
find employment on the {leet whioh
goes o Behring .?ca.. The season
was notable for plenty of seals and
fine sveather. No damaged achooners
have reached home. XLoeses of more
scrious nature, however, were chron.-
icled, seven lives being sacrificed



