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WORTH INVESTIGATING.

Last weok The Commerecial referred
to & peculinr disease, or probably
damage by some insect to the Mani-
toba whoat crop this year. The
most serious reports come from the
southern and southeastern districts,
tut the troublo appears to be spread
over a very wlde area of territory.
This is tho appearance of dead heads
in the grain. In some instauces the
damage {s so slight as to be hardly
worth mentioning, but in other cases
It I8 quite serious. A party who has
travelled through several districts,
carefuily examining the crops, writes
as follows '

“Carman settlement will average
about 18 bushels to the acre; Rath-
well, 20 bushiels; Trelierne, 25 bushiels;
Holland, 22 buslhels; Cypress and Glesi~
Yoro, 36 bushels. . Now, the greatest
drawback to the yleld in the whole
of this territory is tho number of
wiat I term dead leads of grain,
varying from 5 to 20 per cent on the
crop. What {8 the cause of this dead
head? There need be no doubt that
it fs an tnsect. What is tho insect:
{am of the opinion that it is a wire
worm, killing the root of the grow-
iog stalk. A friend of mine positively,
aserted this morning that he wag
conviced it was tho Hessian fly, on
account of the stalk Lelng killed at
the first foint. Whatever it may be,
it Is pretty conclusive that it s an
lnsect, and that fnsect is alive and
bealthy to-day in our soiL"”
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The Commerclal would suggest tho
advisabllity of having an juvestigation
of this matter mado at once, by some
competent porson. Either the Do-
minion or the provincinl governmment
sliould take the matter up, with a
view to arriving at the cause of the
difffculty and the possibllity of provid-
ing a remedy. A certain mode of
cuitivation for instance, might vo a
preventative, or on the other hand
might facllitate the working of the
supposed insect. At any rate, the
matter ig sufficiently serious to be
worthy of prompt attention.
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THE MANUFACTURE OF

PULP.

Lagt week The Commercial referred
to the positlon of our lumber trade
sluce the passage of the now United
States tariff. Our pulp trade is in
much the same position. The United
fitates has placed a duty upon puip,
to keep our product out of thelr mar-
ket but they are willing to take our
raw material free. There Is a large
exportation of pulp wood from Quebec
province, and many mills in the United
States are largely dependent upon
Canudn for thelr raw material. It
would appear _from the reports of
thope who are Informed upon the pulp
wood trade, that we have the remedy
lavgely in our own lhands. If the
United States will not take our pulp,
thiey shiould not be allowed to have
our raw material, with which to keep
their milis running, The manefacture
of pulp wood 8 a very {mportant in-
dustry, particularly in the province of
Quebec, and a Jarge export business
can be done to Great Britain, so that
we are not dependent upon the Untted
Btates for & market. In this trade
we are far more independent of the
United States than we are in the
matter of lumber. United <States
mills are now pecuring free raw ma-
terial in Canada, with which they
compete with Canadian mills in export
markets. The gemedy is, to place an
export daty on pulp wood, or prohibit
its exportation entirely. Canadian
pulp mills would thus secure a dis-
tinct mdvantage over the United
States In catering for the export
trade, as the principal source of sup-
ply for many of the United States
mills would thug be cut of. News and
cheap book papers, manufactured
from Canadlan pulp wood, in United
States mills, are now exported quite
largely {rom the United States. This
trade we sgliould apparently keep at
liome. In our article last week upon
thie humber trade and the exportation
of saw logs, we sald that our natural
wealth should be conserved. In tho
cuse of the pulp trade we apparently
hiave by all odds the begt of the situ-~
atlon, If we decide to prohibit the ex-
port of our raw material to a couns
try which refuges tp take any of our
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manufactures, The industry of
manufacturing the pulp, as well o8 to
o constderable extent also ihe paper
and other goods made from pulp,
shonld be carrled on at home. Our
supply of puln wood ig enormous, while
the supply fu the United States is
limited. In placing of a . prohibitive
duty upon manufactured pulp, the
Tulted Btates lics probably just over-
‘reached a DI In the selfish policy
shown all thirough the new tariff bill.
If the facts are as stated by those
tfamiliar with the pulp wood and pulp
trade, we have in this matter at
lenst, & good opportunity to bulld up
a very important home industry by
proltviting the exportation of pulp
woeod. - f

EXPERTS AT GRABBING.

Large sales of steel ralls have heen
made by United States firms for
shipment to British India, the United
States firms laving been successful
in tendering against British manufac-
turers. Of coursec the British man-
ufacturer has no advantage over the
United States in éelling geods to In-
dia, in the matter of tariff. Just fancy
the United States ownipg a colony or
dependency in which foreign countries
would be permitted to compete on
equal terms with United States mau-
ufacturers? It would be simply ab-
surd to suppose such o thing possible
for a single moment. Muony United
States papers delight to prate about
the land-grabbing tendency of John
Bull. It is true Mr. Bull has gained
asinch upon a large portion of the
superficial ares of this muudane sphere
but when he does take possession
of a bit of property lLie throws it open
to ull comers for trade purposes. His
own subjects are given no trade ad-
vantuges over forelgners, and if
they cannot cowmpete on the same
terms with all comers, they will sim-
ply have to step to the rear. Even
the natural wealth of his possessions,
sachh as goid aud other precious
1tetals, are thrown open to foreigners
on tlie same terms as to British sul-
jeets. Talk about the grab-all pro-
pensities of John Bull. Was thero ever
anything perpetrated by any nation,
of a more utterly selfish and grab-all
character,than thpt singular and won-
derfully made act yclept the Dingley
tariff. Those TUnited States editors
who have 8o freely coudemned John
Bull for his alleged land-grabbing ten-
deucles, should now rum their heads
in tho grass, or take to the woods
for slicer shame. Mr. Bull has oecr-
tainly been successful in appropriat-
ing any loose real estate which was
found lying around without ‘being
held under aclear ‘title by some
strong power, but when {t comes to
right down narrow selfishness and
sharp practice in trade and business
matters, it would be utterly useless



