THE COMMERCIAL,

153

THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WINNIPEG, Saturday, July 18.
A hopoful situation continues in viow of
the continued favorable crop outlook, An
oncournging feature is the improvement in
sales of farm lands. The Canadian Pacifio
Railway land department reportssales largely
in oxcess of last year, Sales now aro mostly
in Manitoba, wheroas last yoar remote points
in tho territories, particularly in the Edmon-
ton district were in favor, Advices from
British Columbia of late are very oncoursging
and tho doprossion there appears to be passing
away. Tho lumber trade there is greatly
improved, and business appears to toreviving
generally.  Tho const markets nre overstock-
od with Manitoba dairy butter of both this
and Jast season’s make. There is no usen
sending anything but choice creamery butter
to tho coast. If the mining industry in
British Columbia could once got a good
start it would be quite a help to the Manitoba
and territorial dmry and produce trade:
Winnipeg bank clearingsshow s fair incacase
again this week, as will be seon by tho table
in another column, Cattle exports have in-
creased largely this week, but very fow hogs
are going out lately. Shipments of butter
and cheese in car lots are now going eastward.
Thres cars are reported lately. This isanew
feature in the dairy trade here, as heretofore
no cheoso has been shipped eastward, and only
8 limited quantity of inferior grades of butter
have gone that way.

In the United States this week grains gene-
rally, hog products, coffee and lead are lower.
Bessemer iron is higher, with further ad-
vances oxpected. Steel billets, galvanized
and black sheets, and hides are higher, and
the general tendoney in manufactured goods
is upward.

WINNIPEG MARKETS,

WINNIPEG, SATURDAY AFTERNOON, July 18,
“{All quotations, unless otherwise s

e for such quantities as are usually taken by retail
dealers, and are subject to the usual reduction on large
quantities and tocash discounts.]

BINDER TWINE,—Orders have been mostly
placed, though repecat orders may be necess-
ary, as the heavy crop outlook would indi-
cato that a lot of twine will %o required this
scason. There is abundance of twine offer-
ing, however, and there is no scarcity either
in quantity or variety of brands. Prices
range at about the same as previously quoted
or from 6} to 7c as to brand and quality.
Manilla twines are offering at 63 to 73c and
s1sal and mixed twines at 61c upwards,

BooTs AND SHOES.—Everything  still
points to firm prices in boots and shoes. The
tendensy of leather has beer again higher,
which renders the outlook strong. Prices
are still on the rise and some factories
faat are rggorted to have advanced prices 5
per cent the first of the month,

CoAL,—~The coal trade is very quiet at the
moment but there is some figuring on prices
fir the opening of the fall trade. Io 13
thought that prices will be lower, or pro-
Yahly about 38.50, and perhapsaslow as 8,29,

fur Pennsylvanie anthracite, per t a, tocon- |

s.mers. Prices last winter ranged from 85 5u
tu 89, with a few sales under $8.50, delivered
t consumers. . The coal will cost much the
same as Jast scason laid down here, Freights
are about the same. There may be svme
difference in the price of native coals. Cana-

ifled, are whole- '

dian anthracite was sold at o very close price
last year, and it will he diflicnit to &;n prices
down any lowe.. Tho Dominion Coal Com-
pany have taken an order from tho Dominion
government for 1,000 tons of Souris coal.
somo of which will go to Regina and the
balanco to the Manitoba penitentiary at
Stony Mountain. This coal will likely come
gradually into more general use, though tho
prico should bo reduced somewhat to give it
a3 largo o salo as it should have.

Corpwoon.—Thers is only a very moder-
ato business doing, Wo quote tho following
prices for car lotson track here: Tamarac,
£3.75 to 81 per cord ; pine §3.00 to 83.25 per
-cord ; spruce, $3 and poplar, 82,25 to $2.5¢
per cord,

DRy Goops.—The city retail trade is
somowhat demoralized by cheap clearing
sales ot present, \Wholesale trade is now
moving in _a moderato way, with butter
pricos ahead, but this all hinges on how the
crop comos out, There are no now features
to note, but woolens are firm, owing to lato
advances in wools.

FARM IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINERY,—
There has been a very good sale of mowers
and rakes, and o good many binders have
been contracted for. Some protty large
sales (probably exaggerated) of binders are
roported from some country poiats, but even
allowing for somo strotching, sales will be
considerably larger than last year. Sales of
bindors in this district are nearly double last
year. There has been good sales of elevator
machinery, including engines and boilers of
late, for new clevators being orected
thrrughout Manitoba.

FrUITS—Lomons continue firm, and are
again 50c higher. The ¢amo feature prevails
in oranges, namely, scarcity of the small sizes,
Receipts are running largely large sizes, and
it is 1mpossible to fill orders for small sizes
when everybody seoms to want all this class,
Strawberries are practically done. A few
Oregon cherries are comirg but they -re not
very choice, and there will not be many
more. California apricots are about dore,
Peaches are arriving more freely and are 25
to 50c lower. California plums are beginning
to come in, not many in yet. Mel'ms are
81 cheapor, A few California pears have
arrived and sold at $2.50 per half box, but
thoy were not very choice. New southern
apples are now arriving in barrels. The
quality i3 not yet extra so far, but later re-
ceipts will be better. Tomatoes are down 50¢
per crato. Quotations here are as follows-
California oranges, California Mediterrancan
sweet £8.25 to 34 per box as to sizo; Messina
lemons, $6.30 to $7 per box; bananas, $2.25
to $3.00 per bunch as to size; Ore;ion
cherries $2 to $2.25 per box. California peaches
S!.75to $2.00 por box; California plums,
§2.75 to £3.00 por box; California pears, §2.50
per half box; southern apples, $1.50 to
$4.75 per barrel, tomatoes, SL.7d to $2.00
per crate of 4 baskets, Watermelons,
$4.25 to $4:50 per dozen; onions, 4 to dc
per pound. Layer figs, 10 lb boxes, 15¢ per
pound, Dates, 7 to 74c a lb. Maple sugar,
5 tolue lb, maplesyrup, duc tu$1.1v per gallun.

GROCERIES.—There is no change in sugars.
Canned goods are still the chief feature of
intorest. It is said only one packer has anv
stock left uf tomatoes and he s holding at
85 to 9Jc. Canned strawberries are firm
owing to tho light pack both in Canada and
tho United States. Cauned salmon is higher,
canners having advanced prices since the
barning of the canneries reported last week.
Packers are hulding 23c per case higher for
some brands. A Torunto report :8ys.

Currants are firuer bere, and stucks are
small, The saarket in Patras hes advanced
1s the past few days, Prunes are ﬁpttmg
scarce here, aud quotations are jc hi her.,
In Aastria stocks have been very iwuch re-

duced and prices aro 1c higher.”

HAROWARE, PalNts, ETC.—~Tho tondency
is 811l in the direction of higher prices. Tho
latest advances are in Cs~sda plates and
iren pipo.  The latter line: .harply lugher,
Linsced oil is firm., At Montreal prices havo
advanced 20 per cent on iron pipe and 2¢ on
linseed oil. In the Winnipeg market 1'nse-d
oilis 20 higher at 70s for boiled and 67c
for raw, in barrels. Leads are very firm.

Lrvseik —The city trade has beon fairly
active this weck, There is & large amount
of building work goin% on about tho city,
but it i< inostly in the lino of masonry. A
very largo number of old build.ngs have
been or aro being remodelled, principally in
the line of puttini in stone bascmonts,
Somo Iargo business blocks whigh wero built
ton or twelve years ago, without proper
basemeonts, are now having the basements put
in. The cutting in prices of lumber at
Brandun continues, Thero appears to boa
mistake absut tho advance, so freely report-
ed, in British Columbia lumber, An ad-
vauce is contemplated, butit has nct actaally
gone into effect,

WHEAT,~—Wheat declined very heavily on
Monday and Tuesday in leading markets,
the drop at Chicago for the two days being
~  There was & recovery of 8c on Wednes-
day, but prices were weak on Thursday and
Friény. Tho principal cause of weakness is
the fine outlook for the spring wheat cro
in the northwest, on both sides of the bound-
ar? botween the United States and Canada,
Exports of wheat, flour included as wheat,
from both coasts of the United Statesand
Canada amount to 2,317,000 bushels this
week, against 2,877,000 bushels in the second
weok of July, 1891; 4,184,000 bushels in
the corresponding week in 1893, and 2,583,
000 bushels in the corresponding weck of
1892,

WHEAT LoCALLY.—The fecing is very
quiet and thero is nothing doing here.
Attontion is turned toward the coming crop.
New wheat began to move in tho third
weak of August last year, and with favor-
able weather we may look for some new
wheat in sbout the same date thic year,
There are now only about 220,000 bushe)s of
wheat in store at Fort William, and the :otal
at Fort Wilham and all interior points
aggregates about 1,800.000 bushels. A goa.r
agzo stocks at Fort William were about 1,850,-
000 bushels, and two years ngimnearly 2,000,-
000 bushels. The price of Mamitoba wheat
is purely nominal, as we do not hear of any
business. There are no buyers and very
little wheat availablo to be bought. The
price will row gradually work down to an
oxport basis, which would be about 70c per
bushel at Fort William on the present bacis
of values. We quote 75 to ulc as a present
nominal range.

FLoUR.—The easiness reported last week
develuped into & decline on Thursday of 2uc
per sack. This makes a total decline from
the top of 85¢ per sack, or 70c per barrel.
Sales by miliers here are made at $2,05 for
patents and $1.85 for strung bakers per sack
of 98 1bs, delivered to city retsal dealers.
Second bakers, $1.53 to $1.65, XXXX about
$1.80 to $1.40 per sack, according to brand.
These are pet cash prices, the numinal guo
tation being 5¢ highor.

MILLSTUFFS.—Tho quotation to the local
trade is S11 for bran and S18 for shorts, per
ton with small auantities held at S1 per
ton more The sharp demand for bran in
the east, owing to the drought in Ontario, is
expected Lo eep prices here firm, as millers
will ship east freely and keep local stocks
down. Manitoba tran andshorts was report-
ed $? higher from Montreal this week.

Grouxp FEED— Prices range from $19 to
$21 per ton, A9, to quantity and guality, for
ground oats and barley -feed.



