
12 0 4

personage tItan the premnier, lias tleclared Lliat
corruption iii high places shahl bc expcsod nmit
punislied. Lot this gysteni cf indirect bribery
cf individutals andi censtitmencies, tlireigli
grants cf public înoîîey, .%lac cmise. As for
railways, lt îvould bo wclI tnencuiuira if the
titua bas net nrrivcd whcn goverumnelt nid
alîculd entircly ceose. Se far et le.tqt as east-
ern Cituada is concerned,it would sceîîî tliat the
tinie las arrived wlion railways slîcld ho lire-
silcted for tlieir commeîîrcial vallme, constructcd
solcly upon a commtercial huais, and net freint
the public taeastiry. Eren ini tic new %Vost,
the day cf governiment nid for railways, cxccpt
perhaps in a very fcw instances, maly fairly ha
considorcd os closedl, Item a standpoint of auttual
siecessity. The opeîîing op cf the' great iîorth-
crn regiolis, wlîich nuil bc a inatter for not dis-
tant future consideration, niay require special
cousideration. Howcver, govertinient nid ta
roilways in o general sconse, sheulul bc carefuilly
cousideretl, and if grauteul at aIl, ouîly ils '.cry
exceptional instances, suthl as tli. upeiîiný op
cf large pottions of iiew conîî,ry. Tus Co3i-
.NILRIniL lias long opposetl thie grautiiun' îjuuhlî
land5 in aid of railnays, auti is still âtroegly
oppcsrd te tlis u stoni, heoin iuidi the ivcst
lias uuffTed cuiusiderably. Firtiier grants te
wvestern roads, if given, shouldt net be lu the
ferre of public landus, %vlîiclî slieuld be lielul for
troe settîient. lu grnnting charters for rail-
Wdys, cPre bIionldbhoexercised. Cliarterselhonilu
be givan ouly te persena who are really carnest
in tlîcir intention ta earry out the propostd.
wor<, Railway charters sbould bc ren(lercd
invaluable te scherning peliticiauîs or otliers
wbo are aJiiply deýsirous cf ac-juiring a fran-
élise te peddlc for pcrsonl gain. This ceuld
bu aezcmplished hy reujuiring applicantq for
charters ta deposit a round s.îm, îînder condi.
tiens which would guard ngainst schamiig oif
this nature. If the Abhott goecrninent ivill
juat tkeý up this little rnattr, it will be a
etreng inzlication that theý are lu earnest in
their declaration that corruption 311011 net go
unpvnishad, and that tlîey are ulesirous of lire-
Beuting a dlean record.

MukITOBA FISHERIEg,
A letter bas been sent eut by thie filhery de-

partreent at Ottawa, signed by Charles H.
Tupper, in reply te the complaints mada by
the press and people cf Manitoba, against the
now flshery regulations Tbis letter, thougb
publisbed Borne tinie age, eacaped our notice
until a cepy was rcceived through the kiedes
of Senater Boulton, who bas intercsted bimef
in the matter. Tho first peint je this depart-
mental latter la, that the ew regulations wll
net apply ta wintcr flshing, but it is jetimated
that naw regulations goveining winter flshing
may bo fortbceming later. If the propcsed
regulatice for winter flsbing are ta bu lu kcep
ing -witb the new erder concerniDg summar
fishing, it in earetly te bc hcpcd they ivill net
bc issued.

The next paragraph declarca that tho new
regulatices, do net interfera witb any privilago
heretofore cnjeyed by the sottlcrs, as settlers
wec-prcv-lcusly obligcd te take eut a liceneo
for SOO yards- cf gi nets, at the saine fec.
Thila i only partly trua. Last ycar thc nue

licenso covered bath winter andi snrmer fiahlng.
Sccondly, thora was not the same lirnitatioti as
te quantity of net allowed. If thoro wcre it
was not enforced. Under tie VI license foc
tant year, small local fishiermon oporatej with
a quantity of nets in excess of 3lOO yards, tho
latter amou lt being toon itcd tohe of any service
for anything more than takinga fow fisli for do.
menticonie, In theo tlîrd place, we are informcd
tlîat these w'ho fished strictly for private lise,
did nlot take ont liceses at ai. Thoe was no
prohibition of the sale cf fiah cauglit uimder the
$2 liconsa lust year. Now thera in. This
inal<cs a very (leci(lad diffcrence.

'l'lie ncxt peint %lents with the prohibition of
linhing at the moutli of the Saskatcewan river,
wliero tie Bash gathar in the spawning season.
Wec do nlot know that a9ybody liera lias oppoiled
this provision, and theretora it is unnaccssary
ta (Ilicuts it.

The next point in the latter is te the effect
that tlieso large fishing cempanies operating on
Lake Winnipeg, have not fished ini the soutbern
portion of the lako for serna years, becauso this
portion bas been '<alinust cornpletely flslied
aLt." This we state cmphatiually, on the vary

baut autbority, is noL tho case. l'ho large
companies neyer flshed ot any time in the
sonthern portion cf tis lake, for the reason tlîst
whiteflsh were nover abundant in this part.
The wbiteflsb, ea'ec reiiably inforrned, were
caught lust winter in greater numbors thon
usant in the south andI, but thoy neyer wvere se
abundant bere as te inako it on object for the
largo exporting coînpanies te Bali in this portion.
The wbiteflsb are sîipposed te avoid the south
end, on accouint cf tho water beieg dark or
muddy frore the inflow cf the Red river. For.
ther north, wherc Lhey gother in vnst numbers,
the water is clear. Wbiteflsb are just as plan-
tiful as they ever wera in the southere portion,
but evenif tbeopposite were thecase, itwould not
prove that tijis end of the lake had been fishcd
out. It is wvell Ucnoin that the Bash inigrata
frein oe part ta another, and a scarcity where
tbcy liai once beau plentiful, rnight sirnply
men that they had moved te new feeding
grouind. Iu the southere portion cf the lake,
ather species cf fisit are more abundant, sncb
as pickercl, jackflsh (pike), gold-eyes, mullet,
tullibesl, sturgeon, etc. It was this clanss of
Bahb whicli wcra largely taken le the southorn
ed of the lake, but whicbi under the ncev regu-
Istions cannot ba caugbt at aIl for sale. Evan
tha «"dornstic" licenso aflowed for fisbiug le
the soutb end, cals for a flvo inch menti, whicb
is toc large fer mont of the Bahb just named. As
for the jackflh, tbey may readily ho terrncd
the shark of Lake Wienipeg. Tbey are a poor
Bahl at beet, and destroy large numbers of the
more vaînable whiteflsb. It would bo better
if they were cxterrninatcd. Large numbors cf
thase have beau caught in the suathere portioe
cf the lake, bath ie the foit and wieter, and
sold for export te tbe States. If thare 13 te ha
eo flshing for sala je tho southere ed, tbese
voracicus Bash will bc allowcd ta inereasa, te the
detriment of the wbitcflsb. The sturgeon aise,
about which thora bas beou talk cf greater pro.

Stection, are bolievcd te feed upon whitefisb
eggs. and are thus very destructivoe, If Vls is
the case, as la generally bolcvcd, It would ha
botter if thosa fisb were aise oxtarminatadl.

The noxt paragraph in tha dapartreontal lot.
ter la thme mont ridioulous oea cf ail. IL sbowe
an uttor ignoran~ce of tae èondlticns pravMllilà.-
rcgarding Ftiske Winnipeg riiulîurlc, and is cal.
culated te provoka a limite frein those postod
n tlîa premisos. Thuis piragraph reands: -

I fait te sc how tua changes are docidedly
againat tht nattIer, whien e cerng te tue eegt.-
latieus, tha latter înay Bash in any porticb cf
the lako (cxcopt the mcnths ot rivers>.-not oely
lu tiiot part wvhero tho largor tra.lor rerates,
but aise ln those portions frem'which tboy <theo
traders) are exeludeul. Should the sattlor de.
sire ta oxteud bis oporaticus, lie la porfoctly at
liberty te do se b y taklcg ont a "cemmercial"
licuse, the fac f or wivhclîis la13. and which
givos liîin the priviloe of nain up te 5,000

ard ofgil-ntbut cf course YPho deas this,
e a olonger enjey tho benofit of tho set.

tlors' waters-the restricted portions thon bo.
coma applicable te hlm, aed ha ls leeked upon
by the departinont anti treatul as a traiter er
t.commercial"'Baller, as oppctcd te bits old-
standing as a 'sottler.' "

It reads vary.eline, tîjot the sottIer may ho.
couleîa ocommercial fistiorman by poying $8 ex.
tra. ]lut wliat are tha facte? Ha would re-
qjuire te have a capital of S'20,)00 and upwards
te bhomme a comercial fishernian, under thos
uew regulations. Ho would require first te.
ewn steamboats, aise ice bouses at convaniet
points ce the iiortil end cf the lake,. aud fraie..
zers fer stering bis Bash. T:he departient in
evfdcntly ignorant, amnngtst ethor thinga, of
theu gcography of the lako. The portion of the
laice whare commercial fishieg.is allowcd, in se,
distant frain market, that even te flsh on.ra,
amall scale for local purposes, a valuable plant
would bo rcquired for sterlng the fish, and
steamers would be ncceary ta bring thom ta
muarket. The tbrce companies uow oporating,
hava a very valuabla plant, coesiderably le ex-
ces& cf the anieunt just narnad. They flsh e.
tirely for expert, as the local trade is se amnall
they do net care ta bother witb it. The cou..
dition therefore is, that while large quantitica cf
Bash arc bcing caugbt every day, anid starad in
freezers for shipreent ta the States, the local
mnarket ls ftequently, witbout tresb Bash, and
whe tbay are ta b halla, the distance they bave.
ta ha brougbt, reduces their quality lu warm.
weatber and ineremes their cost.

The closing ptsragrapb of tha latter intimatez
tbat therestriotions bavejcan imposedinaccard.
ance. witb ho - concansua ot opinion." White
there is ne doubt a desira for praper protectioen.
of our Manitoba whiteflsh, we rcapcctfuly.sub.
mit that the conceesus cf opinion bora la alto.
gather and cntlrcly epposed te these naw regu.
lations. If the Ottawa dapartinent does net
tbink sn, lot the opinion af the Winnipeg board
et trado, or any other intelligent body bore, ho
asked upon tho question. WVa furbcer submlit,
that Mr iVilmot, wbo ivas sont te report upon
our Ballertes, showed ý.ho mont complota con-
tompt for the opinions cf evcrybody bore, eut.
aide cf a few govorneot officiaIs.

The fact et the motter ls, thesae ragulations
defeat the very abject for which iL le supposad
they -wcre prpared. The intenti-brn la supposea
te be, ta preserve the fisherles le the lnteorcstof
.the people cf Manitoba. Tha actuai affect et
.the regulations la te prohibit fishingan a smdali
scale for local purpuscs, whita tho big campa.
nias which ara fuishig for expert, are cateblng.
more fish this season than laver before The


