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“JOBBING" DISPLAY

E\W practical printers, in these days when orna.
mentation is rampant, and when a plethora of

sart fakes™ exists, can have failed to notice the constant
distegard of that by-no-means-to-be-despised  branch
of the compositor’s art—the type display.  While we
areaware, says the Printing World, that it is extremely
diflicult, if not altogether impossible, to lay down
hard and fast rules for display in job work, both
splain™ and “artistic,” yet we believe a few directive
hints, to the inexperienced especially, may wnd to
prevent their wandering from the highway of good taste
into the bye-paths of incongruity and non-symmetry.

Knowing that the display of much ordinary work
is considerably hampered by orthodox rules, we confine
our remarks principally to what, for convenience sake,
is called “artistic™ jobhing—a style of work which is
coming more and wore to the front every day.

By “contrast™ is meant the placing alternately (of
course, not necessarily in strict alternation) of lines
of a plain and ornamental nature.  “Contrast ™ owing.
no doubt to its adaptability, and to the principle upon
which most case-rooins are stocked, is that most gene-
rally adopted. But care must be taken that too
many type faces are not introduced in one displayed
page, from three to six well-sclected faces generally
suflicing. Further, (and here we think there is hardly
an exception) always avoid contrasting “old.style™
and “modern™ faces, as o the cducated eye nothing
seems more obnoxious—no, not ceven a tudor line
with grotesque initials !

“Harmony™ consists in the display of the outstand-
ing lines, at least, in different sizes of one face.  Refined
and beautiful effects can often be thuf obtained.
especially where the caps can be used by themselves
to form complete lines, to be alternated with cap and
lower-case lines. But we would give special warning
against using in “contrast,” faces which can be used
only as cap and lower-case lines, as then there is
generally a want of solidity and squareness.  On the
other hand the same waming may be applied to
letters of which no lower-case is supplied. In this
case 1t is lightness and freedom which are absemt,
and which can often be best and casiest obtained by
a few cap and lower-case lines.

Either in * Harmony™ or “contrast™ diversity
may often be advantageously and easily made from
the stercotyped long and short lines by “sloping™
several pairs of lines, or by the introduction of an initinl
with twoheavy brass rules extending underneath the line.

We are conscious of having touched only the fringe
of the subject, and have entirely passed over the
rules for the choosing for prominence certain lines in
different jobs; perhaps they may form the basis of
some future remarks. Qur goal, however, will have
been reached if we have succeaded in ditecting wore
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attention to display, and in iinging many wotkmen
to 1cealize that the most brilhant omamental designs
and color schemes are far from being improved by
unsymmetricil, inappropiiate display.

THE TYPOTHETZE MEMBERSHIP
@llli urowth of the United T'ypothetae membership

during the past two years does not seem to
have heen very considerable, says H. G. Bishop in
the American Bookseller. 1t is just possible that a
spirit of sclf-satisfaction has come over the members
of that organization and the necessity for strengthening
their ranks and fortifying their position is not realized
as it should be. There is always danger of retio-
gression when such an organization comes to 2 stand.
still, and the only way of averting this is 1o keep
moving forward. It is true that many of the Lugest
cities have their local Typothete, but stll there aye
very many cities which will not be represented at the
coming convention, amd even in the cities which will
be represented there are many employing printers who
have not yet been brought into the fold.

If there should happen 1o be trouldle with the la.
ternational Union preseatly, there wonld no doubit Ise
a stirring among the dry bones and the membership
would b Iargely angmented. “Those who are indifferent
so long as their immediate interests e not involved
are likely to apply for membership when trouble s
upon them, as was the case mn Pittsburg. Waould it
not be wiser to prepare for such contingencies hefore.
hand?  The old story about locking the stable door
after the horse has disappeared, applies as well here
as anywhere clse.

The wiiter was i conversation recently with o
fricnd who is a member of the St. Louis Typothetae,
and whe had been talking with an cuploving pinter
about the advisability of helonging to his association.
“Put.” said the man,” <1 do not see the use of the
Typothetie nor in what way it can help me.™  +\Well,”
replicd the Typothete member, 1 regard the associa-
tion much as I would regard a railway guide or o
pistol in Texas. They are good things to have m
iand when needed.”

However, this is the very lowest ground to take
when urging the advantages of the Fypothetze.  There
are many other benefits to be gained which are far
greater than self-preservation.  The idea of the “ril-
way guide™ is not bad, beeause it means that informa.
tion can be obitained when it is wanted.

The amount of valuable information which the
members of the Typothetie can get from cach other
is considerable. It is safe to say that there s twice
as much knowledge of estimating cost of production,
and the proper management of their business :unong
the members of that associntion as there was before
the Typotbetie was formed.
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