14

THE CRITIC.

HOME AND FARM.

Prospectus.—In this department wo shall invite the roador to walk with ue
oach woek over our farms—1o view their conditions, to note the methods of cul-
ture,an: todizcuss thoirmeorits and defeets. Wo will not neglect the less impor-
tant branches of agriculture while giving due attention to those wore uni-
versally practiced, Tho soil and its treatnent, the various crops, as wheat,
rye, oals, buckwhoat, grasses, and other forago crops, horticulturo, small and
lsrge fiuits, Jive stock, including not only horses, cattle, shoep and swine,
but also poultry and pet stock ; tho dairy, ils implements and accounts—in
fact overy branch in which our farmors ave intorested will pass under our
inspection.

Resides these walks und talks, criticisms and discussious of the tenden-
cies of our farming, of the farmer's life, of education in its relation to agyi.
culture, and of the live agricultural topies of tho day, will bo given. Wo
shallalso give short reviews of the principal agticultural events of importanco
to us occurring in the world.

It is, however, our chief desire that everything which appears in these
columng shall bear directly upon our own farms and castoms,  We shall,
therefore, presont to the farmers of the Maritimo Provinces not only the
results of the Iatest investigations in the sciences and in farming, Lot also
thoso established truths which must govarn the conduct of thoe farmer who
would obtain the greatest returus for his capitil, to remind i of mattors
which be kuows, but fmls to practice, and to assist i in rising ahove his

surronndings, and becoming master of his work, and a happier and better
man,

Care or Grass Laxps.—No subject is of greater importance to our
farmors than this—our largest crop. Our thousands of ncres of meadow
yiold, if not tho groatest, nearly the greatest, returns of any singlo atticle ;
hence, too much care caunot be exercised in the management of theso lands.

Serecriox oF SEED.—Thete are certain things essential 10 bear in mind,
but to which, 1t is to be feared, little attention is paid. Tho variety of
grass should be adapted tu the suil  Grasses which unly grow well ¢n moist
s0ils shoul ! not be planted on dry uplands, nor vice vorsa ; still less should
those which nre especially designed for pasturo, such as have short stems,
and mostly grow to loaves, be sown for the meadow. There are some grasses
egpecially adapted for pesturing, and others only fit for the meadow. To
this latter cluss belongs timothy, (it does not, 2s a rule, grow after the mid-
dle of the summer to sny extent), which has a large bulb at its base, easily
injured by the treading of rtock, or by buing buten or pulled up dunng
their grazing  Thero are, on the other hand, grasses which seem to be
adaupted for both purposes under cettsin conditions. The farmer must
acquiint himself with his soil and the habits of theso differont grasses boforo
he cau select wisely which to sow. The germination of the seed should bo
takon into cupsideration. With no other sced is thero such great variabihty,
the amouat of live seeds varying from one ur two up to nearly every seed per
hundred iu different grasses. This may be determived by sprouting somo
sced in a fold of cluth. Ono or two hundred seeds are ccunted oud and
gprinkled ovenly over a picco of whito flannel ; this is theu folded togother,
turning the seeds in, and dipped iuto lukewaum water till the cloth is
saturated, then withdrawn, placed in a covered digh, to rotain moisture, in a
warm placo near the stove for from twenty-four hours to four days. The
cloth is then unfolded, and the sproute® seed counted, which gives in a
rough way the number of fertile roeds.  In taking the sample, a fair avorage
should be aimed at, and any seeds of weeds should be noticed. Often, the

weed ey be told by the seed, but if it cannot bs made out, the sprouting
of it may reveal its nature.

How 7o Sow — The common practice 18 to sow the sced with some other
crop. This is a great mistake, aud rests upon two false assumptions. First,
that tho other crop assists the sced to ** catch,” and second, that it protects
the young plant.  As to the first, not a single assignable reasen can be given.
No one can show how the presence of one seed is to have any influence
upon the aotivity and vitality of the other. There are certain conditions
essential to the germination of all seeds  Granting the seed has life, and is
heslth; and uninjuted, those conditions, and only these, are necessary, or
excrt apy well-defived influpnco—that the seed have tho proper amount of
heat, moisture and air, and that no noxious subsiances injurious to vegeta-
tion bo present. This is what is accomplished in tho preceding mothod of
sprouting sced. As to the next assumption, that the grain protecls the
young plant, let us inquire what makes the plants grow? They will grow
when they havo a soil sufficiently fertile, that contains sufficieat plant food
and moisture, and they must receive sunlight and air.  Does the other crop
furnish any of these conditions? It robs tho soil of the food the young
grass should recoivo, it robs tho air in tho samo way, and shuts off tho sun-
light—the great sourco of power which enables all plants to grow. As no
good rcason leads us to sow ourgrass i this way,let us eco what oxperionco—
that final teacher—tells us, Whep sown with another crop, the grass inakes
a small and spindling growth ; the crop is removed in tho summer after it
has exhausted the soil of food and moisture, leaving tho gmss to dry up,
and, unless the season is exceptional, to bo stunted in its growth. When, on
tho other hand, tho grass secd is town alone on a well prepared soil, and
highly covered with ocarth, a gooed crop of grass may always be cut that year,
and often two cuttings can be made, or, if pasture is tho object, it may be
pastured considerably, leaving in each caso strong, healthy plants to go over

the winter for the noxt sesson, plants that will produce far greator yields
than by tho other system.

TiLuace.—Tho ground should bo thoroughly cultivated, snd ovory weed

destroyed bofore sowing the seed. Although somo troublo, it is tho cheapy
way in the oud. When the ground has been put in a betlor condition thy, !
for grain crops, the sced may bo sown, Any method will do that distributy
the sced evenly over thio surface, The awounut to sow varios with tho kiny
of seed, the percontagoe that germinates, and tho condition of the soil.
for pasture, heavy stock should not be put on it much tho first year,
should auy stack be on when tho eoil is wot. It is poor economy to allowit
to bo pasturod close. If for meadow, it is not wise to cut it closo.
Fuxcrions or Roors anp Leaves—Tho leavos aro the groat gather
of food from the air; it is in thom that this food is converted into fit mate.
rinl for the plant, and if theso be romoved, the plent is weakoned. Thy
rools, on tho other hand, gather food from tho soil, houce, not only docs thy
poaching of stock injure the soil whon wet, but also breaks the roots, ang
thus injures and often kills tho plant.

MaxvrinG Tnr-Meapow.—In every case tho plant needs food, whethy
desigued for pasture or moadow. This should be given wnen or beforo the
seeding is done, but it should also bo furnished to tho mc‘ut.low 1egulatly,
When hay is removed from tho field an amount of fertilizing materal »
romoved, estimated fiom five to ten dollars por ton. This is au enormons
drain on the soil ; and if we oxpect our soils to bear up under it, aud g
guod Crops, wo_must at Juast replaco most of tho material. Theso are con
simple fucts to bear in wmind. The observing of them will incroase the yiel

in wuny cases, und make this all-important crop still more profitable to oz
farmers.

* Then learn to toil and gaily aing
All flesh is grass and grass is king.”

Abvice To Motirnrs.—Are you disturbed at night and broken of your rest by a2y
child anffering and crying with pain_of Cntting Toeth 7 If 2o, send at once and g4
bottle of “ Mrs Winsfow's Soothing Syrup,” for Children Tecthing, Ite value is incaled

{' Depend upon it, mothex

able It will relieve the pour little sulferer immediately. .
It cares Dysentery and Diarrha, regulates the Stomug

there is no mistake about it 1
aud Buwels, cures Wind Culic, softens the Guins, rqducea Inﬂamn}gtwn. and givestee
and energy to the whole system.  * Mra. Winslow’s Southing Syrup” for children teetts
i3 pleasant to the taste, anl is the prescription of one of tho oldest and beat fewale pAp.
cians and nurses in the United States, and is for sale by all druggists throughoutt
world. Price, 25 cents a bottle,

REODES, CURRY & CO.

AMHERST, NOVA SCOTIA,
MANUFACTURERS AND BUILDER

1000.000 FEET LUMBER EKEPT IN STOCHR.
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*CARINET TRIM FINISH," for Dwellings, Drug Stores, Oftices, ctc.

SCHOOL, OFFICE, CHURCH AND HOUSE FURNITURE, EIC

BRICKS, LIME, Cl_i!tll".x'l'. CALCINED PLASTER, ETC,
Manufacturers of and Daalers in all kinds of Bailders' Materid
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THE DULL SEASON IS THE TIME FOR  BARGAINS

Mako no Mistako in the Place—Between Harrington's Corner & Queen T

W. . JOEHE NS ON,
121 and 123 Hollis Street, Halifax, N. S,

THE OLDEST AND LARGEST IMPORTING HOUSE IN THE TRA!




