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onee, For thix purposo he lns two typowriting (Remmington) machines,
and while he is printing o page on one wchine his assi=ting is airanging the
piper on the other  In this way ho printz ol the deapitehes as fast as they
catt bo received By one o'clock in the morning he handed wie a list of
olection returns front most of the counties in Nova Scotia, which varimd but
littlo from the final resulte.

Nova Scotians ure in domand in Boson, and the best printers and
telegrapl operators are from the Provinee by the sea

Ove of e most interesting pleos that [ viaitel was the new post oftico
and United Statez Treasury hudding,  The asastant post-master, & wosl
oblizing gentlemm, showed ux thiongh the bulding.  The Umied Stites
Court Lloom was the firdt chamber inepeetad, and altiough it is fitted up
regardless of oxpenso it is a cark, ill ventilated roowm, und is pronounced a
desided failure.  Vho sub-tresury departinent, in tho vaults of which aro
atored millions of golid, in n very Inrge room, prifecaly vemtilatod, aud ia
fire-proof.  Tho walls and floors are finished in mmible, and the absenco of
wood-work is very noticenble. As the ecarriers wero suon going cat, the
post master hurried uws into the galery that runs eutirely aronad the
distributing room in the post oftice.  We lovked down upon what at first
sppeared & scove of wild coufusion, but which wo soon found was the
personification of good order. Tho cirriers were ull husy sorting their
lotters  Suddenly a gong sounded, and jn a very fow minutes they hul ol
filed out. Passing along the gallyy wo stopped sbove the cancelling
department, whero thoe now cincellivg machines were being tested.  Thoy
do not bolong to tho government, but are heing worked by contract and
havo proved a groat success. The ald systewm of cweelling by hnd wiil
soon be done away with, and I supposo the post other clerks will nut uhject
In one end of the gallery wasa tablo pled high with letters and pareels
to places in Canada,  Thoy hard all been posted during the Christmag
hohdays, and contained Christirs presents. As they might all contun
dutiablo atticles they would not b recaived by the Dowinion postal author-
ities, and wero consequently held in Boston until the senders should exll
and inguire about them. Huudieds of parcels had beon returned to their
owners, but humlreds still awaited cliimnts, It seems Ly mo shat such
letters might bo furwarded to the appriisers of the diferent towns to which
thoy wero directed, and tho addressees notified to call and oprn them in the
presenco of the customs’ officinls, As I Jlooked ut the piles of refused letters
I could not help thioking of the bitter disappointment the non-arrival of
these precioug wnissives must bave cavad in hundreds of families, The
ouly particularly new feature that I noticed in the post office was the rapud
dulivery systom for city Jettors.  In the gallery wers a number <0 bovs who
belong to the department.  They are pid according to the mmonat of work
that they do, and gaveral of thom on being questivned by the posu master,
said that thoy earned on un average thirty dollars a month, not bul pay for
boys under thirteen yoars of ago. By putting a ten cont stunp ou a letter,
in addition to the ususl portaga, and droppiug 1t into the post «fliee, it iv at
once handed to thess special tossengers aud curried dircet to 1ty destination
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PARLIAMEN LARY REVIEW.

A large numboer of local and private bills wera introduced in the House,
and several pasred their coveind seadings, and were sent to the Legislanve
Council for concurrence

Mr. McCoy introduced resolutions that the Gavernment sheuld suppori
and maintain the main post reads in such countivg, ad portions of counties,
a8 have not hald railways built in them under Government sabsidies, and
that no deductions therefor shall bo made from their ordinary rond gruts in
consequence of the Government maintiining such roads,  These resvlutions
have not been dealt with by tho House at our presout writing.

The Homn. Prov. Sec’y., by command, laid on the tibie of the Housn tho
financial statement for the year ending Decomber 314, 1386. It shows a
deficit on the year's operations of 823,000. flo also, by command, submit-
ted the apnual report of the superintendent of education of the common
academical, vormnl and model schouls of Nova Scotia, for the year ending
3lst October, 1886  This report is an interesting one in many resprets,
but especinlly us showing that cssential progress is muking. The totil
number of pupils on the sclool registers during the past year, was 105,410
—nearly one-fourth of the pupulation of the povivcu—who had attended
school for somo purtion of the year, The number shows an tucresss over
the provious year of 2,122, and the attendance a ratio of ouo in 4.1,
This ratio of attendance of the population was almoest equal to that
oxhibited hy the Province of Oatario. Our riuio of attendance exceeded
that of New Brunswick, where the figures were one ont every 4.7. A
matked improvement is shown in tho segularity of usttendance. The
Governmeat expenditure on educition during the pist year amountcd to
$209,633 59. The total expenditure on «ducation, including Government
grant, county fund and sectious] taxation for the year, awounted to St41,
450.88, ar 31 45 per head of our populatien. That was all the nid given for
cducation, not merely by the Government, but including county fuuds and
eectional taxes.

The Atty. Gen introduced a bill relating to the administration of crimi-
nal justico in the Supreme Court. The object of the bill is to put sn end
to the loose and slip-shod manver in which the prosecution of crimivals has
been carried on iu the Cuurts, and provide for 4 regular systom under the
direct management and control of tho Attorney Goueral's office. Iitherto
usually, whoever happencd to be the cenior Q. C. present on any circnit was
appointed at the opening day of Cowt, aud it not unfrequently happened
that he wus pol a competont person.  Monday was st down fur its conrud-
oration, but at the request of the Opposition, it was allowed to lie vver till
Tuesday, when, after u <hort but antmated discussion it was paseed. Tho
vote in favor ef it was 22, und againat it, 10,

In reply to enquiries, tha Hon. Prov. Srov, snist that thero had benn yg
correepotidance hetween the Provineial aud Dominion Govarnmnnie on tl,
question sz to which should pay tho cxponsus of ctiminal prosecutions,
fut tho construction of a eailway in Capo Breton uuder thoe Act of laut gy,
Alro, no npplication had bovn made by an indivildual, nor by any company
sion, but that i€ any such application should Lo madn, the Governmay
would give it most favorabin considerntion, Hn also aaid that the questioy
of the abolition of the legislative Council had ongagad thoe attention of the
Governmont, and waa atill un-ler consideration, hut that nothing had leay
detormined upon boyond abteining o pledgn from now membors that they
would not uhstruet tho pissizo of, but would vote for such u measuto whey.
aver it shonld be thought propor to hring it up.

On motion of Mr McKinuon, the Houso resolvad to appoint a apecii]
committeg to enguire into tho working of the Municipal Incorporation aya
tom, which iz suid 1o opesate very unsatisfictory in romo countier.  Nape
woembers wern in fav- v of repealing the entirn Act, but o drastic a contu.
did not commoni it«lf 1o the nuijority, who thought that, thouga many ind
serjous defecta exist in tho law -8 it now stands, still it is bised upon the
corteet principle of Local self Government, and is capable of amendmony,
#0 that ite practical working will ho as nearly satisfactory as any hutnn hw

ealt bo.
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The weatlier during tho pist week has hoan niora favorible, and the
conntre rords ave rapidly deving up  Although at the momont, trade may
have n quiet look, a frir distribution, under tho circumstanees, bnr Foey
vfTected, and it scema cortain thit, with the advance of thn yeur, 4 satisfye.
tory impulse will he shown to have baen given o all brinchas of busiung,
Thix ia the view taken by most merchants, who louk with confi leucs upon
the future. Of Iate, owing 10 unfavorahle waathor, pavmonts have heey
sluw, nud businers in the country has Lren somewhat sortricted in conan
quence,  Still, though what would heve been an excollont wintor's trudy
tina lioen somewlint hampered, there is wood reason to believe it an active
movnment whon spring gets fairly started,

‘ho development of the truth respecting the Marvitime Bank of St
Jobn continues to bo more and more unsatisfactorv. ‘The hank had a paid.
up capital of €3:0.000, and a reported reserva of 260,000, whilst its puhlis
discounts wero closo upon n mitlion of dollars, For several yours past it
ling paid a dividend of G por cent per annum, hut it iz a serions question
whotherit had been varned.  The announcement that bill-holders and deposi.
tors will by peid in full is dizereditod by persons who claim to h ve an
intimate aequaintines with its affuivs, It is evident that a very larga pro.
po-tion of tho notes of the bauk are held by tho middle and poorer
classes, owing to the fict thit wauy corporations, commission and lumber
oporators did their bueinees thiough this bauk, and all, or nearly all, thei
labor was paid for in its bills. ‘I'here cannot be a shatow of a doubt that
the present troublo has beou brought about by management that was
incompotent if not worse  What ¢ be said of 8 mangament that has allowed
tho nffuirs of tho bank to diift into their presont hopeless condition with
two ~rthren firma owing it ahout $700.000, for which thero is virtually ne
srcurity, and thos<e firms iv the nwin all comprizing tha sime set of people}
To put the matter simply, the fact is, that the funnaof tho sharohold r<and
of the depositurs have bioen risked on ¢ faw cntorprixes such as Messis, R,
A & J. Stewart aud Guy, Bevan & Co. 1 auy other civilized country a
strict legal oxannnation into such a disaster would ha held, aund atorn justico
meted out to the President, Ditectors, and nll others to whuse miscondnet
tie lini ster could bo trecad,  ‘This was the case in the mattor of the Buk
of Glugow, nud in many other similar inatances, Perhape, {n the case
under consideration, a mild enquiry may be mde, but no cne hopes that
penitentiary walls and bars seriously threaten the wrong-doers, whoever they
may be.  With the extremely small degice of informatinn that the wmanage-
ment has vouchsafed the publie, it is difficult to judge who are the culpablo
patties, aud whero the blame ought to lie. Nu ounu has the alightest wish 1o
blame any person who is guiltless; but the mere fact that the indivulual
whose interests und whose impulses (if thoy are blameless) would load them
to “mako a clean breast of it,” and wake the public into their confideucs, do
not no this, causes & deep feoling of suspicion. and makes the affair fovk to
the public blacker thau perhaps it reaily should.

The wretched wismanzgement of the lutercolunal Railway, aud its
making a discriminating taritf in freight-rates sgaivst flour coming to this
port for shipment to Nowfoundland, as comparad with those charged by it
ou flvur bound to Great Britain, B-rmuida, anid other British possessious, is
hearing its legitiuute fruit. Wo read in tho last issue of the Moutreal
Trade Bulletin thay * a £ir volume of business hag recently been dous in
Canmadian flour for shipmeut to Nowfoundland zie Boston, several vescels
having been chartered at that port for St. Johw's, Nowfoundland.” Wo
muost earpestly protest agaiiist the courso of the railway authorities in thus
deliberatoly undoing the lubors of our merchants, and Laulking thu aspirs-
tions of our people to have and to prove Halifux tho winter port of Canada.
In the early part of the season flour shipmonts were freoly stade rie the 1.
C. R and Halifax frous western points en roufe for St. Juhn’s, and the trade
promised to develope into » large aud permanont business, in the handling of
which our people would have found profitable work. Suddenly, howoever,
tho freight tarif’ was so chituged as to discriminato to the extent of 15 cenls
agaiust Halifax a<a port of shipment as compated with Baston, and this
valwibie and promising business promptly transforred itsolf to tho forvizn
port. At the same time the movement of iucoming gooda-——notably sugar
—wag 80 slow and uncertain, owing to iosufficient rolling stock on or
inefficiont management of tho Intorcolonial, thut inporters for vho Montreal
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