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Tne Honorable tho Minister of PublicWorks
and Premier of Canada during bis recent
visit to Great Britain was presented by the
corporation of Dundee with tho freedom of
that ancient burgh, and entertained on the
evening of 13th July last, at a magnificent
banquet—on which occasion he upheld in a
manner worthy of his reputation as a states
man—tho interests of this country. The
following extract from his speech, asre
ported in the Scofsiman of 14th July, will
give ourreaders nn idea of the general scope
of the information conveyed to our fellow
subjects, and from the justice done to tho
services of a gallant and talented soldier, an
assuranco that the publicinterests were ably
supported by the honorable speaker:

“Mr. Mackenzie, after thanking the com-
pany for tho honour done him, went on to
say—1 can only hope what you have been
plessed to say may be the case-—that the
improved coodition of commercial inter-
course betweer Canada and this country
moy bo thoresult of my visit. I need not
say wo comsider ourselves in Canada quite

ns much belonging to the Empirc as any
part of Great Britain or Ireland. (Applause.)
And we bave in Canada censed to speak of
tho poesibility of anything clso taking place.
than the advencenment of the intimato poli-
tical relations that at present exist. Wo
believe 1t is quito consistent with Bngland’s
greatness and Canada’s happiness that these
relations should continue.  We beliovo, as [
stated in my remarks lo'day, thero is rcom
in tho Americar. Continent for two political
systems. \Wo bave had our littlo trials
alrendy. Colonel Sandeman, in speaking of
the condition of the volunteer forco in Eng:

lund, alluded to the neceesity that existed
in Canada foran active and eflicient forco,

Wo have n forco of about 45,000 men. ‘Lhat
force wo can turn out on very short notice.

I ghall just mention cne fact us an jnstance
of this.  When the second Fenian raid toek
place In 1870, tho Commanderin-Chief
(Colo.el Robertson Ross, C.B,) was able to
turn out upon the frontier within twenty.
four hours 24,000 men—not merely 24,000
men, but well'drilled meu, thoroughly
equipped and clothed, and with all arms of
the service~artillery, cavalry, infantry, and
rifles—fully represented. (Applauvse.) To
that complete organization of the Militia
service we undoubtedly owe the salvation of
tho country, snd I may say I wus out with
the rest of my compatriots. (Cheers.) 1
believe that sccured us from all further mo*
lestation frcm the Fenian bands in the Unit
ted States, and destroyed all hope of United
States politicians that anything liko a sepa:
ration of the countries could be obtained by
any means in the power of man unless thero
should be n desire on the part of England to
separate from us. (Cheers.) We beliove that
in that country we have the meaus of build:

ing up a great and rowerful nationality.’’

We cannot touch on the politieal, financial
or commercial, policy shadowed forth in this
very able and valuable speech which hasall
tho authority of a stato documont, and is
now a matter of historical import, but it
brings painfully to mind that the great sere
vices rendered by Colonel Rosertsoxn Ross
on that and several other occasions during
bis four year's service as Commander-in.
Chief of the Canadian Army have never met
with any recogunition at the hands of the
Caondian authorities.

For this, however, the present administra.
tion is not to blame, nor can the neglect be
fairly laid at the door of their predecessors
— but it would be an act of juslice and gen®
erosity if the claims Colonel P, RopsrrsoN
Ross has on the gratitude of the country
should be considered, and we nre quite satia*
fied that the Premier, with his knowiedge of
thoso services, will let the comradesof that
gallant officer .nd the soldiers who have serv.
ed under his command sce that those who
have done well for their country shall have
their exerlions appreciated and their honest
services properly rewarded.

His Royal Highness the Cemmander-in-
Chief of the British Army appcinted Col. P.
Rosertsox Ross to the command of the 9th
Brigade District immediately after ho re-
linquished the command of the Canadian
Army— and af the distribution of rewards
for meritorious military service vn the occa:
sion of tho anniversary of tho last Royal
Birthday he was appointed C. B, a distincte
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ion l:0 owes his sovereign for long and valy-
ablo military service. It remains for the
Canadian Government lo follow the exam-

ples sct by such high authorities.

‘I'ns Broad Arroto gives us an arhclo on
“Our Aggressive Naval Suength,' whieh
will be found on another page. It stutes
that our total cllicient sea-going fleet is re-
presented by fen or cleven ironclads, lonving
out what some of the naval constructors are
pleased to call the ‘' most eflicient nnd pow
erful war veesel afloat, the Devastation,
whose special uses remain to bo discovered
when a oaval war shall give them obportu-
nities of exhibiting their enormous powers
and doveloping their tactical capabilities.”
Qur contemporary states that this alarming
condition of affiirs is due to a false economy
—but ss that principle was introduced by
his *¢ hervic {riends the Whig Radicals as a
necessary condition of national oxistence,
and as they also intioduced the practice of
throwing overy.hing in the state, shipbuild-
ing for war purposes included, into open
compétition, and thus enabling a combina
tion of monopolists to be c¢ffected by which
the cost of material and labour wasincreased
enormously, he should not now find fault
with ror raiso an alarmist ouicry, becauso
the people who succceded are unable at
once Lo repair the ruin and disorder arising
from fivo years of misrule and mischievous
activity on tho part of merc doctrinaries,
whose only consciousness of England’s in:
terests or duty was confined to the manu:
facturing and tradingciass,

‘I'o the direct action of thoso peopls are
due the facts on which our contemporary
founds his most decicive paragraph. Aftor
shewing the weak state of the cffective
navy and the length of time which must
elapso before new vessels can bo built, and
the deterioration of the machinery of those
in commission, he 8ays:

¢ But-this is not the worst aspect of the
case. The repairs at our doclkyards are
proceeding at a very slow rate. Mr. Huxr
admitted, but a short time since, that a diff
culty was experienced in gotting hired
wortkmen for the dockyards, As he then
explained the rate of pay offered is so small,
compared with thit given in mercantile
yards, that the workmen require tho addi-
tional inducement of & permanent engago-
ment, which alone retains the established
artisans. Hero again wo havo the old story
of estimates cnt down to injurious limits."”

About six years ago the Whig Radicals in
a fit of econowmy closed a number of Govera
ment dockyards, sold off the plant and ma-
terial, and even in moro than one instanco,
the very site—scattering the frained work-
men and artisans over the world—beoause
as they plaaded the work could he done
cheaper and better in the yards of private
builders, and hero is the result of that
cconomy.

Wo quito ngreo with Broud Arrow (hat
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