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be, one of the most prominent of the foreign speakers
said : * Ahl but we never know. Mr, Moody uuvver
tells us beforehind who is to speak. 1 know that
I am not to preach to-night, but I don't know about
to-morrow.” It must be a trying experience for tha
speakers, who must be always ready and are never
sure when they may be called upon, but it answers the
double purpose of keepiag expectanon on the stretch
and allowing the leader to shape the course of thought
and study according to the changing need ot the
moment. A mistake may be rectified, an extreme
utterance modified or offset, a false start headed off or
withdrawn,

Ananteresting proof at once of the latent enthusiasm
of the audiences and ot Mr. Moody's cool good sense
came almost at the close of the conference,  After the
evenmy sermon Dr. A, ', Pierson, tn one of his most
intense and eloguent moods, spoke of the embarrass-
ment of the aussion boards and the number of young
men and women who are ready, but who cannot be
sent to foreign fields tor lack ot money, and then
impulsively proposed that there should be a Northheld
supplementary tund to be used in spreading informauon
and 1 sending out workers whom the boaras had no
means to send. The pudience responded 1stantly ;
large sums ot money were offered and larger sums
pledged. ‘I'he whole new movement was apparently
launched, but through it all Mr, Moody sat quietly and
said never a word, except to tell pcople who came to
lim to give him their names but not their money.
Alter the mecting was over he pointed out in private
conference that the plan involved the setting up of a
new nussion board i Northheld, where there was no
provision for it, aund that it was hkely 1o be misinter-
preted and taken to imply lack ot confidence in the
boards. ln the morning the whole plan was withdrawn
by a rising vote proposed by the mover ot it, and Mr.
Moody was cheered when he proclaimed his entire con-
fidence founded on personal knowledge of the agents of
the Anserican Board and the other boards, and urged
people to send them money they had offered, and yet
more, to thess recognized and honored agencies.

The purpose ot this general conference ot Christian
workers, this year more fully upparent than ever, 1s
development ot the personal lite with Curist by devout
study of the i3ible.  1'his is the touchstone, A speaker
15 free on the Northficld platform, but once he has
spoken a word which dishonors the Book he has spoken
his last word there. The method, which 1s after Mr.
Moody’s own heart, has perhaps never had a more
perfect expositton than in the preaching of the two
young English preachers who have carried the heavy
end of the conventicn work. They are both Loundon
pastors, Rev. George Campbell Morgan of the New
Court Congregational Church and Rev. H. C. Mac-
gregor of whe Notting thll Presbyterian Church, of
which Dr, Saphir was the pastor. Both had been in
America, but they had never met until upon receiving
Mr, Moody’s invitation tc speak al the conference they
made an appointment for halt au hour's talk. They arc
entirely ditferent in method and singularly fitted on that
account to supplement each other  \When one speaks
the other ordmarily follows. Mr. Morgan’s clear
analysis and insight lend force to lus pungent appeals
to conscience.  Mr. Macgregor speaks from as tull a
study of the Bible with etfective simplicity and earnest-
ness. Carrying out the purpose of the conference, they
have sought to edify rather than to urge to service,
believing that the highest type ot Chnstian character
caunot tail to make ttselt telt wherever 1t 1s found.
‘This is the growing sense of opportunity at Northheld,
It is not evangelim but holmess, and this is the
thought which Mr. Moody—~wiscly or unwisely—has
carried 1Mo s recent evangehstic campaigns.  Christ
manifested in the church will draw the world It the
church can be quickened and raised to a higher type of
living, great results tor the world must follow,

The carlier conventions for students naturally take
on a somewhat dufferent color.  There 1s more instruc.
tion and more personal work. Six hundred colluge men
were in Northfield in early July representing the or-
gamzed Christian students ot six continents. Dr,
Mackenzie, Dr. van Dyke, and Mr. john R. Mott, who
has just returned from a world 1ouc, n which lie bas

vistted and orgamzed the students for Christian work,
were,the most_usetul speakers. Theygirls' conference
is not so exclusively of college students nor ot declared
Christans, 1t tell tlus year on a week of heavy rains,
which made it diflicult to hold public mectings, but the
smaller mectings in the separate buildings were all the
more sygmificant and usetul, and among the 3oo attend.
ants there were many conversions,

1t1s the devouonal life which is the crown of the
Northtield year. “There is intellectual sumulus, abund-
ant opportunities tor social enjoyment and out-ot-door
lite are provided, but a stranger must yield to the
devotional spitit or feel himself out ot place. For
spirntual help and sympathy, for opportumties of
devotwnal—not critical—Bible study and meditation
the opportunity 1s unique in Ameaca, 1t not in the worid,
It already attracts visitors trom the ends ot the earth,
Those who have tasted its feast return again and again,
lt ought to become a retreat and an nspiration for
many more.—1.0.R.

LI HUNG CHANG AND THE BIBLE.

Dr. Coltman, of Peking, wnting under date of May 15,
1897, relates the following very remarkable mterview with
that eminent Chinese statesiman, Lt fHung Chang ;

At a recent visit 1 made 10 Lhis lxcellency, Viceroy
I Huog Chaug, 1 tound tum reading a bLeautitu! Russia-
leather vound copy of the New Testament, that had just
been sent lim by RevigGeorge Owen, of the London Mis-
sion. ‘I'be type and paper were ot the same kind as that
present+d to the Bmpress Dowager on ber jutnlee celebra-
ton a tew years ago.  Tne old gentleman was so tent on
tus reading that he did not noitce me tor several munuies,
and as 1 could sve the title ot the book, 1 put up a silent
but earnest prayer that God might send Inm some message
i hiy reading that would appeal to bis heart,  In a Juue
while he rused tus eyes, and looking atteatively at me, smd,
* Di. Coltman,” or as he addressed me v Chinese, * Man
‘Tat Fu, do you believe this book?  * Your Excellency,’ 1
replied, it 1 did not behieve that book 1 should not have
the honor ol bung your physician, 1 thoroughly believe
1.’ *Are you sure it 1s not all rumer aud report? he
agamasked. *Verysure,' lreplied.  * How do you know?’
he continued.  * By a test given m the book iself, Does
1t not say n the book that a Lad tree cannot bring torth
good frun, nor a good tree bad truit 2 Your Exceltency has
aduutied to me previously, that the condiion ot the people
i Western lands 1ar surpass anythung m the Last, and 1 can
assure you thatthe happmess and prosperty of the various
natons you have recenuty wisited 1s i direct proportion 10
the nearness with which they live to the precepts taught o
that Book.  Would that Your Excellency atso beheved n.’
Wy, ¢1 bzlicve that you would hike mz to turn Christian,’
hesad, i a hali-joking, half-earnest tone.  * Not only you,’
L rephied, * but your youny emperor and ali s people.’
‘We nave Confucius,’ he reptied, *and you have your Jesus ;
are they not much the same? * ¢ By ther fruns ye shall
know them,” Lrephed.  “Then, betore we could carry on the
conversation turther, important dispatches were brought n,
and the viceroy had to give them Iis awcusuoa; butas 2
Servant ok the book from lis hands to place 1t lus
hrary, he sad, ‘Don’tcarry it to the hibrary 5 wke it to
my bedroom table. 1 wish to luok at 1t agamn.' "—The
Church at 1lome and Abroad.

Young men who read Dr. Nansen's (the famous
Arcuc explorer) book and are so greatly imnterested,
should make a note of what he says concermng alconolic
hquors.  Commg from such a source the statement
carries greal welght. e says, * 1t s oten supposed
that even though spirits are not intended tor daily use
they ought to be taken upon an expadition tor medicinal
purposes, | would readily acknowledge this it any one
could show me a single case in which such a remedy is
Decessiry ; but till tius is done 1 shall mamtain that ths
preteXtis not sutlicient, and that the best course is to
brush alcoholic drinks trom the list of necessaries for an
Arcue expedition.”

When Dean Swilt was arguing one day with great
coolness with i gentleman who had become exceedingly
warm la the dispute, one ot the company asked hun how
he could keep his temper so well.  ** The reason 1s,"
teplied the Dean, ** 1 bave truth on my side.”




