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Insued Kvary Tiunabat, from tho offios of tho Publishers, Rooms No, 20, 2t
22, 25 Alxndeen Block, Suuth-Eset oorner Adolalde and Victoria Btreete.

TenraAs, $1.60 por annum,

ADVERDNING RATES.—Uunder $ months, 16 cents per lino per lusertlon ;
1T menthe, $1.09 per Jino ; 6 tantle, $1.76 por Hne ; 1 year, $3.00. No advertise.
went charzol at loss than five lines. None other than unobjectionable
wdyertlioments takea.

All communtoatiuas fur cithor Business ur Elitorial Dejartments should bo
wldrdse ) ParseTeRaran lixview, Drawer 2464, Tocunto, Ont,

Tuo gulire Biok buyltoss of Tho Presbytorian News Company fas been
seansferred v cho Torunto Willand Tract Depository, (Fleming 11, Reve t Compary,
Proprictors), omee Yougo and Teuiporarco Strosts, Toronto, Carads, to whom
shuuld ho sont sllonjors for Books, Blblos, Salibath School Librarics and Roguisites,
anq genera 31 and Theolugival L o, Minute Byuks, Comounlon
ltpg{-lcu, Lomnuml ‘i Canls and general Besslon Supplles.

‘'t am n the piace wasrel am demanded of Conscience to &geak the truth, and
therefore the truth | apeak, Impugn It whoso Het, "-Jo)ln Kxox,

Toronto, November 23, 1893

The Bounties of Providence.

0.DAY Canads, a8 a Dominion, gives thanks to God for
T tho blessings of a bounteous harvest. Thanksgiving
Day is an old and a sacrod inatitation. It is well that the
day is sct apart by the state, for thus we make as a people
a publio acknowledgement of God’s good hand in His
providence,. We hear it too often that this observance
with this meaning, is old fashioned acd that ali the Govern-
ment is ontitled to do is to proclaim a gensral fall holiday.
May that day nover dawn on Canada ! If antiquated ideas
be truo let them stand, nay they sheall, in some form or
othiet, stand. Thankegiving Day ss an institution gathers
strongth as the years roll by, for sacred associations accuw-
ulate arouud it giving it & strong sotting in the affections
of tho people. Of course much depends on how it ma? be
observed. If it be put to the real purpose for which the
day is sot apart, if it be a real day of giving
of thanks, then it will be perpstuated. Looking
over the past year, God has been kind to Canads.
Amid financial disasters and commercial catastrophies, she
hag held hor own quietly and eafely ; she has hed no
political upheaval or strifo, her harvests have beon abund-
ant, her people prosperous, her laws respected, and her peace
undisturbed.  Her seasons have been favarable for
the farmer and her climate never more salubrious
thau during tho past year. ‘What is true of our country is
truo of the Church, upon whosa operations a blessing has
rested from on high., There js no individual who has
not semothing to bo thankful for, some token of merey and
of grace. fiod’schildren ought always to praise Him, who
ig their continual help, and on theday of Thanksgiving their
hearts will go forth ta the Soarce of their lifo and comfort.
Those still outside the fold, who know not their obligations
to their sovereign God, are still in the place of hope.
Theirs it is to thank God for a waiting Saviour, One and
all owo everything to (lod, and to-day as these words are
road way hearts frel and lips.own the debt.

Still a Live Issue.

1LOWLY but steadily tho machinery of the Church is
\.) pursuing the Brigge’ case to its conclusion. The
noise of the old battle was agnin heard last week at the
wecting of the Presbytery of Now York, The question
arose on tho resolation of a committee appointed to report
on tho theological education of candidates for the ministry.
Tho committea reported *that students shall ot pursue
thoir theological studies in sominaries disapproved of by
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tho Assembly, and that no candidate can pregent himself
for liconsure witnout fully complying with these fnstruo.
tions, This was plainly weant to hit at Union Seminary,
ond it was #o regarded by tho Presbytory. But the old
lines were not obsorved., Rov, Dr. Hall and Rov. James
P, Ramsay, both anti-Briggs mer, could not agiee to tho
retolution, tho former holding that tho committeo had con-
founded tho recoiving of candidatos with the matter of
licensure, Ultitantoly the roport of the commmittee was
allowed to stand over to a future meoting. It was signifi-
cant that the tone of the Prosidunt of Union Seminary
was concilintory and apologetic instead of defiant and
threatening,

Almost alongside the meoting of Presbytery the friends
of Rev, Dr. Briggs wet in Cleveland to decide upon common
action, Tho result of their communings was a circular
in vhich the case for Dr. Briggs is once more placed bofore
the Church ina circular lettor prepared by a committee con-
sisting of Rev. Dra. R, W, Patterson, J. P. Eghert, A, S,
Fiske, N. Millard, H. C. Haydon, Prof. Franciz Brown,
and E, E. White. The pomnts taken, although nei.
ther fresh nor particularly well constructed to be
offective, are very interesting, They are set forth thus:—

We, the undersigned ministers and elders of the Pres-
byterian Church in the United States of America, being
serivusly concorned in view of certain facts and tenden.
cies in our Church, hereby make tho following statement :

First—We believe that the (leneral Assembly has no
right to impose upon the Church new doctrinal statements
under the guise of interpretation, whether by deliverance
or through judicial process, and further, that-interpretation
of doctrine by the courts of the Church ought always to be
strictly within the letter of the standards, and with sacred
regard to the broad and genorous terms of the reunion of
1870.

Second—We beliove that the most scrupulous care
should be used in all trinla for doctrinal divergences from
the standards, cspecially now when a large majority of the
Presbyteries have expressed, aftor much deliberation, their
digsatisfaotion with our Confession of Faith, as it standa,
their desito for its revision, and, many of them, their desire
for a new creed. We view with grave concern procedures
ot such a time, conducted to severesteentence, by what
seems to as interpretations of our standards strained beyond
their letter and far beyond any just regard for the conipact
of the reunion.

Third-—We beliave that no court of our Church hasa
right, by deliverance or vesolution, to rebuke or otherwise
to sock to suppress respectful action by judicatories -below
it, expressive of their anxiety and apprehension concerning
anything in the Chureh which seems to them toimperil the
constitutional liberties of the Church or of any of its mem-
bers. The rxnht of petition and remonstrance must not he
denied in the Church of Christ,

Fourth—~—We believe that the interprotation of one or
two phrases in our Book of Distipline, as meaning that 2
prosccuting committee ghould become from-the moment it
entars on its work,independent of the court which appointed
it, capable of living on even after the judicatory has died,
and of prosecuting ufter the judicatory has acquitted,is a
strained intorpretation, leading logically to many absur-
dities and easily possible miscarriages of justice, If these
phrases are fairly susceptible of such interpretation, they
ought to be eliminated from the book.

Fiftk—We beliove that it is no.part of the constitu.
tional power of any court of the Church to warn honest
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