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In the judgmeont of niany excellent poisons, the Ohurcli of Christ is now suffor-
ig romi wor llnss to suc a n oxtent as to maise grave approhension, and cali
for %pecial notice iii prayer and effort. The comuplaint inighit mleanu one of two
tlîiîgs, cithez tlîat the ivorldly, as such, are pressing upon and doiniinating tue
Churchi, as for example, in carrying against the gencral Chîristian feeling such

points as the opening of libraries and galleries on Sabbatl ; or that Christiani peo-
ple, thîemnselves within the Clîurch, are adopting the style of life peculiar te Ilthe
'wvorld."

The latter is the subjeot of complaint, thiigli it is obviously not without somne
connection with the formier, for an undecided and divided Chîurch is not a formi-
dable opponent te bier oneruies. The prevalence of prosperity, the diffusion of
wealth, the adoption of many continental usages, the reception into Society of
inany persons educated te continental ways, mnay be apeceified' _-- causes., uî the
relaxation inf question.

As a licp te just thiinking on thds matter, the writer ventures te offer a fcw
thouglits which. niay possibly dis-appoint soine readors (because wo are ail accus-
tonîed te hear "'worldliness"I blarned ratlier than delinied), but Mnay yet awaken
salutary thouglit in otliers.

\Ve are ail liable, as wvo leain frein faitliful friends and sarcastie neiglibours, te
judge severely those things wvhich svo have escaped, and te rate highly the virtues
ive posscss. "The good young nian,"' wlio neither uses tebacco or stimu.-
lants, and lias lbeen broughit up se, may easily assign hinself, or liave gi'ven him.
by others, a Iii place over tiiosewo Ilh "smoke and take wviie," whule ini the oye,
of God the smoker nmay be the botter of the two. The good young mian inay bo
conceited, inean, vain even cf bis goodness, censorieus, and selfisbi. A gentleman
of hospitable nature and easy mnens, withi a family *of youing people and a wido
circle cf friends, keeps a tolerably open bieuse, eiitertains, and " secs a deal of
coinpany."' Ho may ho looked askance at, as excedingly worldly, by his noxt-
door neiglibour, wvho early learnt te ecencînize, and practised the lesson after its
necessity liad ceýased, who nover lias ccmpany, and dees not understand such
&"Cgloings on. " Yet the latter mnay be nnrrcwv-minded, cold-hearted, secretly con-
gratulating hirnself on his prudence and prcsperity, and so liard and honest that
lie is liardly honest. 1 have been brouglît up, lot nie suppose, on the soundest
tlieo]ogy teck it wvith nmy iothor's înilk; lived iii controversial tiînies wlien the
cipoinits" were shiarp indecd, and ail the lines cf doctrine as definite a-, the ton
comniandnients. I arn hiable te rate tee loiw iny neiglibour wlîo grew up under
a different regime, and w]îc, crcss-oxaînined about soine cf the distinctions fami-
liar te mne, would probably saýy bluntly, "lUpon mny word, 1 don't know." Yet
lie mnay hiave a simple, devout, carnest, nîanly pioty, iii the siglît cf Gcd cf greater
value tlian mine.

Thiese exaniples I give, because ne ene iih suppose me te ho in faveur cf tcbac-
Ce, drink, fast livinig, or Icose religions thinkiling", and because they illustrate, 1
hiope ]îarnîlcssly, flie position laid down at tlue beginning cf the paragrapli.

Wliat is truc cf persouis is truce cf classes. Amn" the inhabitants cf tenemont-
lieuses, there is a good deai cf rcîighness, coarse speaking, rude boxing cf huinan
cars, blows oven, iii bad times ; and sonie excess cf wine, revollings, and such like,
unrefincd frcedoms, anîd boisterotus and unregtuhited jollity, in good timos. Tliese
tlîings are apt to bc classed very far downf ini tlc scale cf humnan worth by the
educatod and well-to-do, 3ý'lîo forget thiat a bitter word may ho as bad as a blcw,
and shocking vice ma.«y ho indulged in wvith gre-at. refinoment cf manner. Mary
Ann, whose duties as lady's maid require lier te dress and undress hier ycung la-
dies four niglîts in tlhe week for external displays, thîinks it drendful dissipation
whilc thc ycng ladies tlîink it shocking that Mary Ann will dawdie as she dces


