
C~>nt~riing he oigýI of thle univcrse vai'iou., di5.
c(rdant, contradictory tlieoi'ies have been advanced.

mie opinion, titat it ha<l no bcginning, w'hici lias hoci>
liCl1 I>M certain Pagan philosophers, niilitates against.
!ýepriniciples of sound philosophy no less than the

(lori rii es of reclation. Evçn mon those, whlo .re-
jee-t,- as -nisSt~a and irrationial- dtie supposition

J thie ecruity of it, there is no small (livcrsity of o-
pinimi. 0f its great antiquity, ideas, manifestly fa-
biulow;, ilve .been,, entýraincd; especially by the

CIiuc~;the dhaildeatis" aiid tle gpiû.On this
situjcct, christian writM,,..as well as pagaxi, have foirm-

avariety ofspeculati*ons. *Wcrc we, for a moment,
to put revelation out of the question, and, in our in-

k i i ries concel'ni ng t le aiitiquity of the world, proceed
<'nitirtly on Lrationaý.l priniciplcsý ,wC lyuld flni.reap>n
V'o Cccle.> thiat it is, not o«. sq 4'rcat a-ntiqurýty$ ai
11auly plîiiusôýlierýand sevcraj. dývix'ýès have imaginied.
l'et ýus r.CC91 teet thé general tr.qd\tioin ,s , f ilie most an--
ci ent nations ; tlic ,çoniiicur . testihnoniçpof the cà'ri*i'*
J.,l;ooh andl poets.; the total defië!ciýç of hiistory'

p o tc , o0 ic.; tlhe manifold absiirditics aüd con-
tî-îdictions oÉ tiiose few accotints )w'hiéh. pretcnd' te'
Creat antiquity ;Ïthe coitiinued discoyeries ofnew coun->
riîes ; thie 1late invention of ipaîàny uasêfuUart's'and scien-
ces, &c.' Do -not thecse coinsiderationis'irénider it, in' 1
iigi à egrè,. probable, thougli, Dîot iinfalliýly èèfta 'n

Iliat the worldis niot ot.yygç~duration Eýt
w i thôut revelation, ail. sp.ciiatîons on du Y.jot r

1wc~arii~sauî uu~t1actry.In th'ebooks of MoseCs,
aidfic ausqeUac9 rt n( ami n nXa~e,

Is ait aullhentie, consistent, satisfactoiy acecouit &ffh
0rigiiu of.all, t4ýqgs ý to bc found. That <3xocl," at flic
finie, and in fbxe nianner, . related by Moses, created
Ille hisudthe Carth, evcr lias 'cna rticle of

1 istia. .ti
I lie CJcývs aiîd thhJiws and C

~V~e ~iroiilgyof t1wQ~ wo1d&4 whiclh our bý'st iwriterq
luav' i il - ui ý';.s "' lt;is th at of thc celebrated

4~çhb4~,plier. '0i *oîjPitat ion, coriformably-


