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trieity was known, it was only known as one
of the most destructive powers of nature. It
is only within comparatively u few years that
men began to apply Electricity to any useful
purpose.  The utilization of Steam and of the
Electric Telegraph have changed the whole as.
peet, not only of the commercial but also of
the political world. Nor is the progress made
in Morality and Relizion during the same
period much less marked than that in Seienee
and Civilization.

At the time I was born there were no Mis-
stonary Societies, except at London and at
Rome ; no Bible or Tract Societies ; and no
Societies for educnting the Poor, at home or
abroad, except Sunday Schools just begun by
Robert Reikes in 1781, Now there are Mis-
sionaries preaching the everlasting Gospel in
every part, and almost in every langunge in
the world. And wherever the Gospel goes,
civilization follows. It is quite true that the
large wajority of mankind are still in a state
of barbarism and heathenism. Nevertheless
a mighty beginning has been made. In some
places, formerly in atter barbarism, thousands
and thousands have been converted to Christi-
anity, and cverywhere some progress hias been
made. And who can venture to predict or
estimate the happy ehanges which the next
period of seventy-five years will effeet ?

Although my cducation has been very limit-
ed, (confined entirely to the English language),
yet, from my class studies in my younger days
and constant reading sinee, 1 acquired sueh
knowledge of the Physical Scienees as to enable
me to understand and appreciate the progress
of modern discoveries, and in a measure to
keep pace with them.

My fivm opinion is, that man is as yet ac-
quainted with but a small part of the latent
powers of Nature, all of which will hereafter
be discovered as the exigencies of man require
them, and be utilized by him for his own par-
Doses, just as Steam and Electricity have been.
The Grear CREATOR having stored the earth,
the sea and the atmosphere with such treasures
as wman requires for the performance of his
wmission in this world, and just as he requires
them, Gob will raise up some one to discover
and utilize them. It is hardly correct to term
these things ¢ discoveries;” they are truly,
¢ yevelations.”

P.8.~July, 1878, 1 am an old man, about
eighty years of age. 1 have great veason to
thank Gop that my bodily semses, except my
hearing, are still unimpaired, and the facuities
of my mind are quite vigorous. I can execute
the business of my oflice with as clear au un-
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derstanding as ever 1 could, and my judgment
on things and events are sounder than ever
before. Ifil were the good will of my Heavenly
Father, T would not wish to ouflive my bhodily
senses and mental intelleet. A sccond child-
hood or detage is a melancholy state to look
at or think upon. I have been blessed with
as kind and devoted children as a parent
eould wish to have ; I know they would nurse
me and provide for me in a}l or any cirenm-
stanees ; nevertheless, I would not like to be-
come burdensome to them or ontlive my useful-
ness, But let Gob’s will be done,—not nine.
There are now so many of my dear children
gone to the ¢ house of silence”—to the ¢*sleep
that knows no waking here,” that 1 Jose all
relish for those things that used formerly to
delight me. The heart is sad, and takes no
pleasure in them now. Oh what a glorious
thing is memeory ! When I was young, the
Past wasnothing to me, the Future everything :
¢ Building castles in the air,’”’ which were
never realized ; neither indeed were it possible
ever to finish; dicaming day-dreaws, and
seeing visions of future greatness and eminence
which were never to be attained ;—the mind
meanwhile feeding tself on the gorgeous crea-
tions of its own wild faney. Bat now that I
am old, the Futare of this world is nothing to
me,—the Past everything: Memory hringing
up out of its own treasure-house glowing pie-
tures of scenes and inecidents in which I bore
part, long, long ago, and the remembranee of
men and women with whom I was once ac-
quainted and held sweet comverse, but whose
bodies are all now a$ rest, in the ¢ silent cities
of the dead,” and whose souls have returned to
Gop whe gave them ; Who shall render to
every one according to the deeds done in the
body, whether good or bad; for there is no
respect of persons with Gop. The Juper of
all the universe will do right! e bas gone
to prepare everlasting habitations for all the
good and true.

{This venerable and excellent man survived
for cleven years longer, performing his daties
as Stipendiary Magistrate of New Glasgow till
his last Hlness of eigit days, during which he
was confined to his house, suffering little pain,
but conscious, bright and cheerful to the last,
when he died in peace, on Sept. 16th, 1884,
“looking unto Jests,’” at the advanced uge of
¢ Mark the perfect and behold the
apright, for the ead of that mam is peace.”
Ps. 37 : 37.)

THE greatest glory of a free-born people is o
transmit their glory to their children—ZIewurd.



