
Sepembr.187.]LAW JOURNAL.[o. IN.S-3

Ti1p FRrE NAVIGATION 0P

larly referred, the selection bas been mast
happy. Judge Wilson, w ho is ta be Chair-
man, us a iuan of înost patient industry,
great researcb sud comprehensivo mmnd, and
w'ill give the matter no light attention, aud witb
bis coadjutors may be reliefi ou ta investigate
the subject thorougbly. Judge Gwynne, from
bis intimate kuowledge of botb systems, prac-
tically as xvell as thcoretically, will be especi-
ally competent ta form. a correct opinion as ta
their relative merits, whenever it may ha neces-
sary ta coutreet the two, sud what ciii bast be
taken from each ta forai a conaplete whoble; sud
hae will enter upon the discussion free from
auy supposed bias of either system, natural
enough ta those m'ho bave devotefi themselves
alm'ost entirely ta one of them. Than Vice-
Chancellor Strong, no man is more competent
ta explain the tbeory andi practice of that
Court, which bas been a witness of bis intel-

lectual power aud learning. Mr. Gowan bas
lonîg enjoyed the confidence of and given
great assistance ta successive administrations
iu varions ways, aud bas an iucreasiug reputa-
tiou. No persan in Canada has sncb intimate
knowledge as be of the tbeory sud practical
xvorking of the Division Court system, wbicb
is really the nearest approacb at preseut to a
fusion of law sud equity, aibeit the nations

of somne of its jndges as ta equity are of the
crudest. And ta couclude, tbe reputatian of
Mr. Patterson at the Bar, is very high; witb-

ont the sbowy qualities of sanie others, he
is known ta be a man with broafi views of
things, and of much learnîug sud industry,
aud will be a most useful element in this
Commission.

It may be a question, however, how far it

la afivisable for the Commission ta mature auy

scheme for the consolidation or altération of
any of the Courts as at preseut existing, until

somne decided step has been taken in England,
where a similar subject bas received the care-
fui attention of a most intelligent sud learned
Commission for some time past. There is no
sncb necessity for an immediate revolution in
our Courts, aven admitting, for the sake of
argument, that a change is advisable, as to

warrant any hasty action, whereby we should
!ose the benefit ta ha derived from. the light
ta, ha thrown on this most difficult subject lu
England.
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l'le consolidation of the Provinces of On-
tario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New B3runs-
wick, into the Dominion of Canada, bas
opened a wide fieldi for the exercise of states-
mansbip to the leaders of tlie Canadian people.
Dependent but in name, Canadians are now
free to shape the destinies of their country.

With increased powers have arisco new
responsibilities. T[he Dominion must now
bear a full share of the burthens of tlic
realm in lieu of the trifling aveigbts laid on
the infant Provinces by the Mother Country.
Conflictin,- rights require adjustment, us-
tional and religions prejudices dlaim treat-
meut, sud international difficulties demand
settlement. To restore friendly commercial
relations with aur neighbours, but lately
sources of prosperity; to snbdue the jealousy
of' race-the bane of the Province of Canada;
ta extinguish the embers of religions feud,
now threateniug to horst inta flanie; ta
arrange the Fishcry, the St. Law'rence, and
the Fenian difficulties, aIl pregnaut with avar,
if not settled at once sud for ever,-are some
of the tasks of the Minîstry of the day.
Verily, the bark of State requires skilfut
handling by its pilots to avoid the reefs aud
shoals lying iu its course.

With a population of but four millions,
Canada is botiuded to the soutb by the
United States, inhabited by nearly forty
millions ot people. The absorption of Mexico
and the Dominion into the (unon is favourefi
by many American statesînen ;, the Continent
of North America, with the adjacent islands,
forming one Tast IRepublie, is the dreamn of
lfnited States politiciens. The instability of
parties,' the corruption pervadin.- the body
politie, snd the power of the mob, ail combine
ta make the policy of the Unitedi States un-
certain and dangerous ta their neighbars.
No expedient ta divert the minds of their
people fromn the strife of party, would be so)
popular as a foreign war, undertaken for the
acquisition of territory on this continent;
each individual would think that in the
national lasses he would secure a fortune,
sud would smotbdr bis patriotismn in bis
selfishness.

For many years past the UJnited States
Goverumeut have nursed grieTances agsiust
their neigbbours-it is of mare importance
that the Alabama dlaims should neyer be
settled than that by a money payment far
exceeding the actual lasses, the grievance
should be abated. The Fishery, the St.
Lawrence, and the Fenian questions, are al
open sores, irritstiug ta Canada aud Great
Britain, whicb, wben the opportunity la,
favourable, may furnish pretexts for a declara-
tion of war.
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