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THIOMAS OFIALMELIS AMD JUS TIES.

BYX 1EV. PROF. ROSS, ). D., ZUONTREAL.

Dates: Born 1780 ; Matriculated in St. An-
drews 1791; Licensed 1799; Ordlained 1803; Tron
Chiureli 1815; St. Jobns 1819 ; Professor in St.
Aiidrewvsl1823; in Edinburghi 1828; Ten \'ears'
Confliet 1833-43; Disruptionî 1843 ; Died 1847.

Thionias Chalmiers wvas the fourth son aud the
sixthi cbuld of a iveli. to-dio family in Austruther,
Fifeshire, wliere lic ivas borii on St. Patrick's
Day, 1780. His life covers one of the transitional
periods of Seottislh Churchi 1-istory and aînong
the iovements anîd conflicts which uslîered iii
the preseut statte of thiugs lie is the central
figure.

TUE STUDENT.

His progress ixj4his earlier studies was by no
mnens remnarkable Ife -was kuowx as one of the
idlest, strongest, and uxost generous-hearted boys
in Austruther school.

Fie entercd the University of St. Andrews at
elevenwhicli is ast-onisiuig to lis but -%vas not un-
coinion tlhen. Thjis iras lis jutellectual birtb-
place, for in bis third. year Matheniaties took lus
fancy and fully rousedl bis donnant faculties.

The toue of college thonglit caused Iiinu to pass
froni the conception of religion iii w'hich. lie liad
leii trairefl, to a more liberal view. But ail the
tinie lie ir%,as an esseutially devout lad, fulil of rap-
turc at the thougbt of thec God-head pervading al
things, andI o! ton going ont ii flhc early inorning
to luxuriate amnidst th e grandeur and beauty o!
nature as a mneans of comumunion with Jehovali.

If Nvas hiem also, that bis natural gifts of oratory
began to appear. Some of the class exercises in
preaching wvere then couduoted iu one of the
churces, 'wbielh Nvas generally ivell filled w'vhen it
iras known that lie i'as to appear. After lic iras
licenscd lic Look a post-graduate course of tivo
sessions in Eibrb

He began life for l iunself as xuxost Scottisb college
boys dIo, as a tutor iu a w'eaitbiy man's bousehold.
In this position lic %vas treatedl witb a contuniely
whicli stnng him fo the quick, And -wbiclu lic
viirorously resented.

His ardour and power o! awakeuing enthusiasmi
by the exposition of trath, becanue f ully apparent
%vrien hie iras appoiufcd assistant, t0 the professor
of Matbematics in St. Andrcws. Tlecintercst and
exciteuxent of bis classes airoke tlic jealousy of
the iuvalid professor wbose place lie Nvas filliîig,
and -rbo took special pains to sliglîb Iiiii.
Chaînhers fierccly rctaliated and iras disinisscdl.

Smarting ndfer a sense of iîijury lie opened i
dependent classes in Matlinatics and Cheîuistr
and in spite of flic stifdied opposition o! tle, Ui
versity authioritiEs, they wVerc hiighly sUCCesaf
for a iviiole session. Ho repeated bis lectures
Clicmistry-thien a new tliiîigf*-to lis rural coý
gr egation and tbcreby obtaiuied the reputation
being a warlock.

To the end of bis lire it 'vas one o! luis decpei
joys fo, inspire men by flic vivid presentatiou
01(1 truths, or by the unfoldin-g of ncwv îievs c
nature, or of God.

THE PREA('IER.

W\lueîî licera settled inl Kiliiiany, a suxal
parishi o! Fifeshire, niiîi miles froîiu St. Andrewvs
Chliiierswias a 'lMdrf. Thîis is the titl(
appliec.in Scottish. Clînrel History fo a party
i'hicb pursuedl an easy-going policy iu Clînrcli
governiuient and discipline, butin tinue it raine ta
bave a certain doctrinal significatioiî also. Its
ceed bas been tersely expressed lu flic sentence,
"Do as ivell as you eau uLd flîcre is no fear of
Yen.,,

Chaimers preacbed îîîorality as a matter of cou-
viction auîd duty witu but littlo result. Iii pre-
paring au article on Christianity for flic Edin-
bnirgh Encyelopredia lie becane convinced fliat, lie
hîad not fnully appreliended ail aides of tbe truth.
A series of severe troubles, flîrougli ihieli lic
passed, ending w'itba siekuess wvlich brouglit binx
to the v'erge of the grave and laid hulm aside froun
ail active, 'sork for a year, deepencd the iuuipres-
sien. Af ter mnany mental confiets lic returned to
tlîe creed of clîildhood and a personal reliance on
thec Redeemier.

His new conception of God ln Christ graciously
werk-ing ont the salvation of nien, produced, as it
al'rays (lacs, a transformation of the whlole 111e.
Wbeni lie resned luis w'ork lus narvellotîs entbu-
siasin glowed and burned iu tbe proclamation of
Uic Gospel. 1lis cbaracteristic power as a preacli-
er may be said f0, date froin tlîis change.

R-is faie reached saune o! tbe leading men in
thec Trou Churcli, Glasgow. They came do'wn to,
lîcar biu aîîd retnrned to miake extraordinary
efforts on bis behaîf, Nibichi finally resulted in lus
election by a samalli majority of tlic Towçn Council,
so npopular wuere evangelical. doctrines ii flic
higli places o! the Churcli.

luS POWER.

is position as ininister o! one o! ftic wealthiest
congregations, of Scotlaud, raised him f0 au emin-
euîce f roux iwhîicli the spîcudor of bis gif ts spread
bis popularity far and %ide. He bit a popular
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