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GOD'S TENTH.
Somstriking Experiences.

BY REV. A. J. GORDON, D. D.

SN touchlng the question of giving, we touch
the most vital point pertaining tu the conse-

cration and spiritual power of the Churchi. In
saying this, we spoak fromn experience, as we
certainly speak according to Scripture. "Bring
ye all the ltfhes into the storehouse, . .. and
prove now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing that there shial not be rooin
enough to receive it." Ilere, plainly, the giving
of tithes is xna?e the condition~ of an abundant
outpouring of the Spirit. Prayer, testimony,
effort, self.denial,-how often do we hear these
duties mentioned as summing Up and fulfilling
the requirement of tithes!1 But " tithes " moans
mnoney or othor proporty of equivalent value;
and the effusion of God's Spirit is here mnade
contingent upon bringing in theso tithes, and
paying up those dues to God.

REQUIRED, 0F THE .TEWS.

A tenth of bis income was required of the Jew
Lo boe set apart, and sacredly dovoted to God's
treasury. And this was the flrst tonth, and not
the last tenth ; the first fruits, noL the dregs
and leavings. And while the aniount is iiot
specified in the New Testament, the sanie prin-
ciple is carried ovor. " Lpon the first day of the
week, let every onG of you lay by him in store
as God hath prospered hlm" (1 Cor. xvi. 2>. Here
is consecrated gizving,lIaying by in store, a
certain sun' set apart, and made sacrod tu GuJ's
use, and which thereaf ter one should no mure
think of u'sing for himself thau hoe iould think
of talking the saine suai froxu his neighbor's
pockot. And here is.proportiouate giring,-' as,
God hath prospered hlm." Oughit the proportion
Lobe any less under the gospel than under the
lnw? Surely nuL when we reniernber that we
have as our example One who, " thougkli e was
rici, yet for our salces became poor, that we,
tbrough his poverty, xnighit bo rich "; and that
we have the precept of this Exemplar, whichi no
ingenuity ean explaini away, "«Witosocvcr- lie bc
of yjou tha-tforsakctk not all tha! hc kafli cannot
ho rny disciple." In the liglit of such bighi stand-
a'rds, %vho van say that at heast we ought not to
give one tenth of our income to the Lord?

«"PROVE MNE -,ç0W."

If any Christian wvho lias neyer Lxied it will
make the experinient, conscientiuly following
iL through tu the end la prosperitv and in ad-
versity, we predict for hirn Lwo surprises. First,
hoe will be astonished at the increased amnount
which lie is eriabled by this methud to givc to
the Lord ; and, secondhy, ho will bc astonishied
at the increasod spiritual ana temporal pros.
perity -%iceh the Lord will give te him. For

observe that here is an instance whvere the Lord
actually maltes a challenge to, his People, aund
setsq up a test case, saying, "«Prove me nuu'."
Taking this Scripture li connection with others,
we find that there are two points tu be demozi.
etrated.

1. That faithful and proportionate, giving 'wilI
ho rewarded with superabundant spiritual bless-
ing. The statement does flot require proof, since
experienco bas stamped iL ahready as an axioni.
Other things being equal, that Christian wbvlo
opens the broadest outlet for cbarity, will flnd
the widest ieL for the Spirit. The health o! a
human body deponds upon its exhalations as
wehl as upon its inhalations. IL is reportcd that
a boy who, was to pers onato a shining cherub ini
a play, on being covered over with a conting of
gold-loaf, which entirely closed the pores of the
skin, died in consequence, before relief could be
affordod. Woe tu the Christin who gets s0
gold-Jeafed over with his wealth, that the pore-s
of his sympathy are shut, and the outgoings of
bis charity restrained 1 Ho is thenceforth deatl
spiritually, tbough hoe may have a naine tu live.

2. That faitlifuli and proportionate giving %%ii
be rewarded with abundant temporal prosperity.
This is a saying biard Lu be received, but iL ba-u
the emphntic support of Seripture. "Ilonor ulie
Lord with thy substance and with the flrst fruit.,~

of aIl thine increase; so shall thy barns be fild
u'ith plenty, and thypresses chai? bursf out with
new uîne " (Prov. iii. 9, 10>. This is but one
specimen o! many froxu the Old TesLamnent-
«"Girc, antd it sliall be given unto you~; guoil
measeure, vressed dou'n and shaken logeflici,
and running over, qltall vîen gi*r into yur
bosoi" -<Luke vi. 38). Do we belleve these vurda
of our Lord, and can wu question that they ruft r
tu abundant temporal returns la i recoxnpenbu fvi
abundant givingl

Let us now Lhrow liglit upon this subiject f rux,,
a fewv iaserteil leaveb fromn a pasýtor's pocketb
book-.

GULNEA POCK =T AND SHILLIN\G 11EÂRT.

One says:
-I kznew a widow of liraited meains who, was

reniarkable for bier liberalit-y to henovolent ob.
jects. But a sad change came into ber b.v au
uncxpected lcgacy which nmade bier wealthiy, aite
thon ber contributions began to, faîl below the~
axnountofhber giving,,,vhen shewm.L .-cor. Once.%sue
voluntercd: now she onhy gives when importun-
ed, and thon iL is as if the fountans of gratitude
had dricd up. Once wlien askL-ed by her pa.,tv>r
tu belp a caute dear to lier hoeart in hcer coizipar-
ativ-c poverty, and to which she gave five ulr
then, nov she proffers tNçenty-live centh. lier
pastor calhed lier attention tu the surprising anud
ominous change. ' Ahi 1 * suc said, *'witn dayz lig
day 1 lookcd to God for nuy brcad, 1 huu? citwz'gh
Io .spre: nou, i have f0 looki to my amplc in-
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