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the earth after tho destruction of organic life also varied ; thius the
Gerbonites, a seet of philosor>lîers wlho lived sonie centuries B.C., hield
thiat aftcr every period of 36,400 years thero wero produced a pair of
every species of aimail, hoth male sud feniale, from wlionî other
animals rnight be propagated and inhabit tiîis lower world, but whien a,
circulation of tho heavenly orhs wvas conifleted, whici 'vas supposed to
bo finishied in thiat tine, othier genera and species wvere propagated,
as also plants and other tlii-, tefrst order -%vas destroved, adso

on forever.
Thie tiieory of Strabo to account for the l)leiioiela of stibnergence

and iuplieav.tl is wvorthy of munch attention, and shows that even nxauy
huindrcds of years ago considerable tliotught hiac -been bertowed upon,
some of' the mnost puzzling pi'oblenis of science. leTius," lie says. Ilit
i8 not because tite land% covereil by the sens wvere origin ally at
different altitndcs that the waters have risen or subsided or reL.,deti
froni soine p)arts an(l inundated others, but that the sanie land is soine.
tumes raised up) and soinetinies dep~ressed, and that the sea is
simultaneous1y raised and depressed, so thiat it either overflowvs or
returns into its own. pince again. \Ve intust t1ierefore ascribe thie
cause to the -round, either to that wvhich is Iheneathi the sea or to, that
whiich becomes flooded by it, but rath)er to tliat ývhich is beneath tUie
sea for timis is more m1ovable, and on ac'connt of' its humidity can. be
altered wvit1î greater celerity. It is proper, lie observes, to derive our
explanations from thiags which are obviouis and in some meastire of daily
occurrence, such as deluges, earthquakes and volcanic, eruptions an(l
suciden swellings of the land beneath the ses, for the last raise Up the
sea also, and wlien thie saine lands subside again they occasion the sea
to be let dowvn, and thiese affect not merely the small but the large
islands and even tue continents, which can be lifted up together with
th" seas."

The cosrnogoin stated ini the ICoran is brief but of interest. Thus.
The Propliet declares that the earti 'vas created in two days, and the

mountains were then placed upon it, and during these and two addi-
tional days the inhabitants of the earth wère formed, and in two more
the Seven Heavens. Comcerning the deluge the waters were supposed
to be poured out cf an oven, and al nmen were, drowned save Noah and


