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Teady assistance of Hiiu whose Ilcars are open unto their cry.Y
Besides, sncb christian znooknoss and kinduoess will prevont the
offcring of many a meditatcd affront, and tho infliction of many an
intondcd injury ; for "lwho is ho tliat will harm you if ye be follow-
ers of that wliicb is good.Y ver. '13. As Scott justly remarks, "IlHu-
mility takes a;vay ail occasion of insolence from flic proud and
haughty. Meokness pacifies wrath ; and the returning of good for
cvii is apt to subdue the roughcst disposition, and to conquer even
malice itsolf.1 .And who is se rudely violent as to injure such ?
Some sncb, howcver, may be met witli. Soine will inflict sniforingr
for righteousness sake. "But and if ye suifer for righteousncss
sake happy are ye,"1 ver. 14. The abundant consolation with which
your gracious God comfôrts those who, for his sake, are brought
into any trouble, makos you happy oven thon. Ho next supposes
that the wicked may try the influence of more appalling threats, and
of preparations for more terrible iuîflictions. But he advises Chris-
tians not to gi've way to undue fear towards man, but to gpard
against it by cherishing due reverence towards God. vs. 14, 15.
Furthier, they may bring against you the disputers of this world, and
dernand a public staternent and defence "lof the hope that is in you!?
H1e tolls you what to do : you must have "la reason,"1 a convincimg
defence in readiness for such occasions. You must be able f0 say,
witi .Paul: IlTherefore wc both labour and suifer reproach, becauc3e
we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of aIl mon, especially
of those that believe." 1 Ti. iv. 10. ilnd it must be presented "with
meekness and fear,"1 v. 15 ; Witli gentleness and respect towards
Maii,$ and wvith humiiity and fear towards God, who, is more deeply
interested in flhe resuits of our defenco than we can possibly be.
And this defence of the faith should be miade iu good conscience fo-
wards God, and should ho enforced by good 'works fowards mnan ;
for mon will try faithi by ifs fruits, and regrard ifs reasons as un-
sound when its fruits are cvii. But the manifestation of "la good
conversation"' ont of a sigood conscience" wili probably cause those
who bring falso accusations to féel conscions shame in doing sci.
Another renson wby they ought fo snbmit to suifering of this kind
is given in the 1 7th verse, " For if is botter (if the wiIl of God be so)
that ye suifer for wol«i-doing than for evii-doing."l It is botter that
ye suiffer persecution as christians than punishment as criniinalF.
Or, if-part of the comparison bas been omitted bore, as is froquentIy
done in other cases, the moaning inay bo, If is botter as well-doers
to suifer persocution, than as evil-doors f0 escape persecution.


